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uDistance: 10 miles/16km uTime: 5 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 5¼ miles/8.4km uTime: 2-2½ hours uGrade: Easy
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CHOSEN BY…  
PHOEBE TAPLIN
This classic Norfolk 
ramble starts in 

landscaped Holkham Park  
and ends on the pine-fringed 
beaches nearby. Victorian poet 
Algernon Swinburne called 
them “wide sands where the 
sea draws breath”. In between, 
loop past woods, farmland, 
salt marshes purple with sea 
lavender, sand dunes and a 
village pub at Burnham Overy 
Staithe. People wanting to 
explore more of Holkham Park 
(or looking for shorter routes) 
can follow waymarked trails 
around the estate.

1 Start 
From Lady Anne’s Drive, 

cross A149 and walk straight up 

Park Road. Continue along 
wide avenue of holm oaks.  
Go through North Gates  
into Holkham Park and turn 
immediately R along stony 
track. Fork L on grassy path, 
following red arrow, towards 
Coke Monument. Turn L before 
monument and head through 
deer park towards lake.  

2 1 mile/1.6km 
Reaching lake, turn L along 

bank with water on R. Near 
Holkham Hall, head R to 
continue around lake. Where 
water ends, keep straight 
through gate signed Walled 
Garden. Continue through 
wrought iron gate near garden, 
turn L on surfaced drive and R 
on another drive across open 
farmland. Immediately after 

CHOSEN BY…  
DENNIS KELSALL
Bickerton Hill is one 
of several erupting 

from a wavering ridge of 
sandstone that cuts a 
north-south line through 
central Cheshire. Their steep 
escarpments escaped 
cultivation to remain 
woodland and heath, and 
attract a varied assortment  
of plants and wildlife, while 
the superb vantages were 
exploited by both prehistoric 
and medieval castle-builders. 
Crowning Bickerton is an Iron 
Age hillfort that was occupied 
for some six centuries before 
the arrival of the Romans. The 
hill is a conspicuous feature 
throughout much of this 
pleasant countryside walk, and 

offers an additional challenge 
at either the start or end of 
day. The top is only a little 
over ¼ mile away, and can be 
reached along a rising path 
from the rear of the car park; 
check out the information 
board.

1 Start 
Leaving the car park, head 

back to the main lane and  
turn L. Keep ahead over a 
crossroads, walking for another 
½ mile to find a narrow, stiled 
gap in the R hedge. Head out 
to another stile at the bottom 
and walk on, making for a stile, 
just L of trees. Carry on up to 
the top-R corner and keep 
going by the R hedge. Beyond 
a small pond, slip over a stile to 
continue on the opposite flank, ➥ ➥

bypassing Beech House Farm 
to emerge onto a lane.

2 ¾ mile/1.2km 
Follow the lane L. Reaching 

a junction, go R and then at  
a fork, bear L. Stick with the 
winding lane, which eventually 
rises to meet Cholmondeley 
Lane at its end. 
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Start/parking  
Lady Anne’s Drive, 
Holkham, NR23 1RJ,  
grid ref TF891443
Is it for me? Mix of paths 
and tracks (some 
permissive). Couple of 
road crossings. Some 
walking on sand 
Stiles 1

PLANNING 
Nearest town  
Wells-next-the-Sea
Refreshments Cafés and 
kiosks in Holkham Park, 
The Hero pub in Burnham 
Overy Staithe (thehero 
burnhamovery.co.uk; 
01328 738334), Lookout 
Café at end (holkham.co.
uk/stay-eat/the-lookout).
Public toilets In Holkham 
near start, Lookout at end
Public transport  
Hourly bus 36 (Lynx)  
from King’s Lynn to Wells 
stops very near start
Maps OS Explorer 251; 
Landranger 132

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Allmans 
Lane, grid ref SJ494525, 
postcode SY14 8LH
Is it for me? Lanes  
and field paths
Stiles 5 

PLANNING
Nearest town Malpas
Refreshments None on 
route. Nearest Egerton 
Arms at Broxton (01829 
782241; egerton-arms.
com) or Bickerton Poacher
Public toilets None
Public transport None
Maps OS Explorer 257 
Landranger 117

PLAN YOUR WALKHolkham beach  
from the dunes.

Views across  
the Cheshire Plain.
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3 2¼ miles/4.4km 
Turn L and keep ahead past 

a cross roads. After a further  
¼ mile, turn off L through a 
kissing gate beside the gated 
entrance to Manor House. 
Parallel the drive toward the 
big house. At the end, swing R 
through a gate and, following 
Sandstone Trail waymarks, skirt 
around the buildings.  Through 
another kissing gate, go L, 
cross a track and keep on  
at the field edge, eventually 
crossing another track to a 
plank bridge. Continue ahead, 
later crossing another track and 
ultimately emerging onto lane.

4 3½ miles/5.6km 
Cross to the drive  

opposite and follow it towards 
Larkton Hall. Approaching  
the buildings, watch for the 
Sandstone Trail forking off L 
through a gate. Walk on into  
a second field, there bearing  
R to leave at its corner onto a 
track. Follow that out to a lane.

5 4 miles/6.4km 
The way continues 

opposite towards a gate at  
the top of the field. Entering 
the trees, go L on a path 

contouring the fringe of the 
wood. Keep L at an early fork, 
but later on, branch R. After 
another path joins from the R, 
bear L at successive junctions 
to return to the car park  
(or go R if you want to reach 
the top of the hill).  

West Lodge House, turn sharp 
L onto grassy track beside 
woods and flint wall (former 
Roman road).

3 3 miles/5km 
After ½ mile, turn R down 

unmarked grassy track towards 
barn with red-tiled roof below. 
Keep straight for 1 mile on 
concrete track, passing silo. 
Cross lane and continue on 
bridleway ahead, curving past 
church in valley below. At 
junction with lane near church, 
turn R through little kissing 
gate into field. Follow path 
along edge of field, over stile, 
and diagonally L across next 
field towards line of trees.

4 4¾ miles/7.6km 
Go through kissing gate 

and turn L along embankment 
(disused railway). After 100m, 
turn R following waymark 
down bank, out of trees and R 
along edge of field. Follow path 
L. Turn R along B1155 for 150m 
and L after last house onto 
sandy track with footpath sign. 
Continue straight up main track 
ahead and on down Gong Lane 
into Burnham Overy Staithe.

5 6 miles/9.7km 
Cross main road near  

pub and keep on along  
East Harbour Way. Turn  
R immediately after black 
house at end and walk along 
bank above car park. Go 
through gate at end and turn  
L onto Coast Path, signed 
Holkham Gap. Follow orange 

sandy path on embankment 
near Overy Creek for ¾ mile. 
Continue along clear path  
as it winds between salt and 
grazing marshes through 
Holkham Nature Reserve. 

6 7½ miles/12km 
Follow the boardwalk 

through sand dunes. When  
the boards end, turn R between 
two lines of dunes. Eventually, 
a rough path leads gently L 
towards the beach. For the 
next 2 miles, keep sea on L  
and walk along beach or 
through dunes or under  
shady pine trees.

7 9¾ miles/15.7km 
Routes converge at 

Holkham Gap, near band of 
pines at right angles to sea.  
(If walking on beach, dunes 
and trees ahead are your cue 
to start heading inland). Turn  
R along boardwalk near pines, 
back to Lady Anne’s Drive.  
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uOS Explorer map 257 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 251 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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The ruins of 
the Norman 
Beeston 

Castle lie a short way 
to the north and are 
well worth exploring.

DON’T MISS...
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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