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09 10OXFORDSHIRE
WATLINGTON

WORCESTERSHIRE
GREAT MALVERN

uDistance: 10 miles/16km uTime: 4 hours uGrade: Challenging uDistance: 7¾ miles/12.5km uTime: 3½ hours uGrade: ModerateSO
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CHOSEN BY…  
JULIE ROYLE
Watlington sits at the 
foot of the Chiltern 

Hills, its narrow streets packed 
with gorgeous cottages. Red 
kites swoop low over its 
rooftops and accompany you 
on the climb up Watlington 
Hill, where they share air space 
with buzzards and sometimes 
ravens. In early summer, you’ll 
find Chiltern gentian and bee 
orchids on the hill, along with 
chalkhill blue butterflies. But 
whatever time of year, it’s a 
delight, offering panoramic 
views. Wonderful though 
Watlington Hill is, on this 
stunning walk it’s merely  
the support act for miles of 
fabulous footpaths through 
glorious beechwoods.  

1 Start 
Walk up Hill Road. After 

crossing Ridgeway find  
access on R to Watlington Hill 
(National Trust). Climb uphill 
on wide path which bears L  
at top. Continue in same 
direction through beechwood, 
car park and copse. Join road 
and turn R, then make two R 
turns at Christmas Common. 
Soon after passing pub take 
Oxfordshire Way on L. Walk 
through beechwoods to  
byway (Hollandridge Lane)  
and turn R. On entering  
Queen and College Wood  
leave Oxfordshire Way, going 
straight on along byway. 

2 3 miles/4.7km 
Soon after leaving 

woodland, turn R at cross-path, 

CHOSEN BY…  
JULIE ROYLE
Where would you  
head to if you wanted 

to take a walk in one AONB, 
but also enjoy panoramic 
views encompassing several 
other AONBs? The Malvern 
Hills would be the ideal choice.  
It’s said you can see 15 
counties from Worcestershire 
Beacon. That’s debatable, 
though I find it’s always fun  
to have a try. But why not  
vary the challenge by 
identifying AONBs instead? 
The Shropshire Hills, Cannock 
Chase, Cotswolds and Wye 
Valley are easy, but can you 
spot the Mendips, West 
Wiltshire Downs, Quantocks, 
Blackdown Hills or North 
Wessex Downs?  

1 Start 
Walk up Church Street to 

Bellevue Terrace. Cross Wells 
Road, turn L and enter Rose 
Bank Gardens. Climb 99 steps, 
proceed to footpath junction 
and turn L on Wyche Way. 
Climb via St Ann’s Well  
to col. Head south over 
Worcestershire Beacon and 
Summer Hill then descend  
to Wyche Cutting.

2 2½ miles/4km 
Cross road, pass bus stops 

and toilets, take R-hand road 
(B4218), descending slightly to 
Malvern Hills Geocentre. Join 
track just beyond Geocentre, 
parallel with road. Turn R on 
footpath before track rejoins 
road. Descend to meet road at 
bend, go straight on then soon 

The Oxfordshire Way  
south of Pishill.

➥ ➥

rejoining Oxfordshire Way. 
Follow it to lane at Pishill. Turn 
R, then soon L. Pass Pishill 
Church and Old Vicarage. 
Ignore path branching L but 
then take bridleway on R, 
leaving Oxfordshire Way. Go 

R by Moel Bryn Cottage. Walk 
to path junction and turn R 
past Peyton House. Go through 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Hill Road, 
Watlington, grid ref 
SU690944 
Is it for me? Woodland 
and grassland, undulating, 
one steep climb
Stiles 2

PLANNING
Nearest town Watlington
Refreshments  
Watlington,  
Christmas Common,  
Pishill Church 
Public toilets Church 
Street, Watlington
Public transport Thames 
Travel T1, hourly from 
Oxford, Mon-Sat  
Maps OS Explorer 171; 
Landranger 164/165 

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Church 
Street (bus stops) or 
adjoining Priory Road (car 
parks), grid ref SO777459
Is it for me? Good-quality 
paths on open hills and 
through woodland 
Stiles 6

PLANNING
Nearest town  
Great Malvern
Refreshments St Ann’s 
Well Café; H2O Café at 
Malvern Hills Geocentre; 
Wyche Inn east of Wyche 
Cutting; good choice in 
Great Malvern
Public toilets Great 
Malvern & Wyche Cutting
Public transport  
Frequent trains and  
buses from Worcester
Maps OS Explorer 190; 
Landranger 150;  
Harvey Malvern Hills

PLAN YOUR WALKLooking south to Pinnacle Hill 
and Herefordshire Beacon. 
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gates ahead and walk through 
Colwall Coppice, then past 
houses to T-junction.

3 3½ miles/5.5km 
Turn R, then soon L on 

footpath. Keep L when path 
forks, descending through 
woods and meadow (Colwall 
Lands) to track (Brockhill 
Road). Turn R. Leave track for 
next path on L, along field 
edges then past houses to 
Harcourt Road. R, then L on 
drive to Mathon Lodge Farm. 
Leave drive after few metres 
for footpath R, through Mathon 
Park then past lodge. Go 
straight on at path junction.

4 8km/5 miles 
Go straight on at lane, then 

fork R at next junction. Turn L 
on meeting West Malvern Road 
then take unsigned track on R 
between houses, on to open 
hillside. Keep straight on past 
Westminster Bank Spring. Turn 
R at next junction, by gaslight. 
Climb to col then turn L on 
gently descending path around 
west side of Table Hill. Turn R 
at next junction, joining 

Worcestershire Way (WW – no 
waymark) and climbing again. 
Stay on WW as it contours 

round Table Hill and North Hill 
then descend through wooded 
Green Valley to finish.  

straight on at junction and 
straight on at farm, across 
grassland to R of farm track. 
Aim for waymarked post at far 
side. Proceed to Kiln Cottages 
at Russell’s Water, turn L to 
junction and then turn R. Pass  
a pond then go L along lane. 

3 5½ miles/9km 
Take Chiltern Way on R by 

Old Chapel. Turn R at junction 
and walk to road. Turn L and 
cross to path along edge of 
Cookley Green. At far side turn 
R on Shakespeare’s Way. Walk 
past houses then straight on 
into woodland. Keep straight 
on at Coates Farm. At road, 
cross to bridleway opposite.  
Go straight on at all junctions, 
eventually crossing Ridgeway 
to join footpath. 

4 9 miles/14.5km 
Ignore first path branching 

R towards Watlington. Proceed 
to Willow Pond and either keep 
straight on or use permitted 
path on R – the two merge 
further on. R at next junction  

to enter field. Go diagonally  
R to far side. Proceed to road  
at Watlington and turn L, then  
R on Gorwell, which leads to 
Church Street and then bends 
R to become High Street and 
then Hill Road.  
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uOS Explorer map 190 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapshop uOS Explorer map 171 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapshop
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Pishill Church, 
with its 
colourful  

John Piper window 
and self-service 
refreshments. 

DON’T MISS...

© Country Walking May 2016

uDownload OS maps 
for PC, iPhone, iPad and 
Android from £12.50

TRAILZILLA ID:  
TZID29803

Use the TZID to download the 
walk from www.lfto.com/routes 
or search for it in the Country 
Walking Best Walks in Britain App
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Use the TZID to download the 
walk from www.lfto.com/routes 
or search for it in the Country 
Walking Best Walks in Britain App
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