
 
The Housing Justice League is a 

community-led organization  that works to 
build power within neighborhoods for a 
housing justice movement that recognizes 
housing as a human right . We believe 

that taking leadership from those who are 
most directly impacted by injustice is the 

only way to create true change in our 
society.  

 
We empower renters and homeowners 
to self-organize and defend their right to 

remain.  
 

We fight to  preserve affordable housing, 
prevent gentrification , and build 

neighborhood power for an Atlanta-wide 
housing justice movement. 

 
 

Read our report and learn more about 
how to get involved at 
housingjusticeleague.org 

 
Email us 

housingjusticeleagueatl@gmail.com 
 

Follow us 
facebook.com/HousingJusticeLeague 

Instagram: @housingjusticeleague 
 

 
Words from Residents  

on the Beltline 

 
“Survival continues to be a generational struggle for 
Black families in Atlanta, and it is made even more 
difficult with past histories and future threats of 
displacement. This leaves many of us wondering 

where we will go if price hikes drive us out yet again.”  
 Alison Johnson 

 
------------------------------- 

 
“With the stadium on one side and the Beltline on the 
other it feels like we’re being compressed between 
these two giants and my thing is what are they gonna 

offer us? Are we gonna be able to stay in the 
neighborhood?” 

 May Helen Johnson 
 

-------------------------------- 
 

“This is our neighborhood, we have been here, and we 
need to make sure it is focused around us and that 
our views and decisions are being made about our 
community. It is important to me that our values and 
ways are not being shut out by someone else’s and 

how they think things should be.”  
Rakia Reeves 

 

 
Beltline for All Campaign 

 
“I feel like at first the BeltLine was a great thing, an 
amazing thing... and then as the process has been 
going on, I really feel like it is kind of becoming a 

gentrification tool.” 
 Sohna Harneez 
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Highlights from our Research 
 
Our survey results show residents 
overwhelmingly want to stay in their 
neighborhoods. Nearly 95% of Pittsburgh 
residents who were surveyed wanted to 
remain in their area.  
 
75% of Peoplestown residents surveyed say 
increased housing costs would likely force 
them to move. 
 
Of the 142 low- and moderate-income Beltline 
community residents we surveyed, 42% pay 
more than 30% of their total income on 
housing. 

 
We found that when a Southside 
neighborhood loses homeowners, they 
are likely to be Black homeowners. All 
neighborhoods between I-20 and the BeltLine 
corridor saw a drop in non-white homeowners 
between 2010 and 2015. 
 

 
 

 

A BeltLine for All 
 

“I want the to see the BeltLine bring affordable 
housing and something for senior citizens and single 

people and grocery stores, drug stores, and 
shops” - Cynthia Scott 

 
The BeltLine was meant to benefit all       
Atlantans but it is actually harming      
low-income people. The BeltLine promised much      
needed services and opportunities to longtime      
disinvested communities, but the City failed to       
create policies to protect its residents from the        
rising housing costs that the BeltLine is causing. 
 
Our campaign seeks to reverse the unjust trends        
of the BeltLine development. We are working to        
promote recognition of differences in the cultures       
and needs of low-income communities and to put        
residents’ voices at the center of      
decision-making processes. This is necessary to      
meet the critical needs of long-time residents and        
avoid historical and continuing patterns of racism,       
displacement, and disinvestment. Mega    
development projects like the BeltLine must provide       
meaningful reinvestment to the communities off of       
which big developers profit.  

 

Our plans include 
 

Mass education among both long-time residents and 
newcomers through popular education workshops 
 

Helping communities organize through tenant 
associations and neighborhood organizations 
 

Holding public officials responsible to push for 
equitable, anti-racist policies 
 

Direct action and protest to engage wider 
audiences! 

How YOU Can Help! 
 
Join us at our campaign workshops, canvassing 
days and other events! Go to 
housingjusticeleague.org/events to see all 
upcoming events! 
 
Come to our mass meetings on the third 
Tuesday of every month to learn about the 
organization and how you might want to plug in.  
 
If you are a renter, consider organizing a 
tenants association! Tenants associations are a 
great way for renters to improve their living 
situation, prevent evictions and rising rents, and 
organize for bigger policy changes in government!  
 
Join Housing Justice League to pack City Hall! 
Advocate for policies like tax abatement to protect 
low income homeowners and Just Cause Eviction 
laws to protect renters. 
 
Attend your local Neighborhood Planning Unit 
(NPU-V). Meetings occur every second Monday 
@ 7:00pm at  a rotating location each month.  
 

 




