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Dear Prospective Rector: 
 
Thank you for taking the time to explore our parish during these extraordinary COVID induced times. We are 
eagerly seeking a half-time Rector to lead and inspire us. As you read this profile, please be mindful that the 
rich variety of our ministries are presented pre-COVID and some initiatives have been curtailed or postponed 
as we navigate the pandemic. Upon examining our profile, if you feel that you and the Church of Saint Mark 
the Evangelist may be a good fit, we hope you will please consider making an application to become our 
Rector. We invite you to direct any inquiries to The Rev. Carrie Schofield-Broadbent, Canon for Transitions 
and Church Development, the Diocese of Central New York, at carriesb@cnyepiscopal.org. God bless you. 
 
Sincerely,  
The Search Committee 

 

About St. Mark the Evangelist 
 

A Brief Introduction 
 
The Episcopal Church of St. Mark the Evangelist 
is a unique parish located in the Diocese of Central 
New York in Syracuse. It is a destination church 
for both urban and suburban people. It has active 
parishioners involved in spiritual growth, pastoral 
ministries and outreach to the community. We 
are twenty-five-year’s young, formed from four 
Episcopal churches of the Episcopal Syracuse 
Urban Cluster. 
 
The result is an energetic, outward-looking, faith-
filled and diverse body of individuals who make 
this church their spiritual home. We strive to 
reflect the teachings of Christ in our actions as 
well as the spoken word. Because we attract a rich 
blend of people, we have a variety of programs including a vibrant youth group, an emerging Sunday School, 
social groups that focus on mission, a wonderful music program, and vigorous outreach programs to the 
neighborhood. In our 25-year partnership with neighboring Porter Elementary School, we work with staff and 
parents to provide support for the students and their families. Our church building is open daily to many outside 
organizations for community activities. 
 
 

 
Map Link to St Mark the Evangelist Episcopal 
Church 

 
For a map with directions to our Church, please visit 
our website at www.stmarkssyracuse.com, which 
has an interactive map you may utilize for turn-by-
turn directions to our church. 

All 
Are 

Welcome 

https://www.stmarkssyracuse.com/contact
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Mission Statement 
 

St. Mark the Evangelist will be a beacon on the west side of Syracuse, New York, 

attracting people of every background, age and heritage to: 
 

  ·its joyful worship 

  ·its environment for spiritual growth 

  ·its thriving mission and outreach programs, and 

  ·its welcoming and inclusive openness to all God’s children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Unique Community 
Syracuse is a wonderful city in which to live and work. In the Places Rated Almanac, Syracuse ranks in the top 
10% of Best Places to Live. Syracuse is a city of 145,000 with a metropolitan area population of more than 
650,000. Its industrial base includes advanced electronic firms, medical instrumentation, military systems, 
drone research, pharmaceutical research, candle manufacturing, as well as ethanol and beer production. It 
features all the amenities of a major city, being the 5th largest city in New York yet Syracuse has a small-town 
feeling that makes new people feel right at home. The Chamber of Commerce, now known as Center State 
CEO is a driving economic force promoting the region and encouraging entrepreneurship through competitions 
which reward significant cutting edge research and development. 

http://www.syrgov.net/home.aspx
https://www.centerstateceo.com/
https://www.centerstateceo.com/
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The Community (cont’d) 
  
Located in the geographic center of New York State, at the eastern edge of the Finger Lakes, Syracuse is a 
scenic treasure amid rolling hills, tranquil lakes and picturesque forests. Our changing seasons allow for 
colorful autumns, winter snows that transform our gently rolling hills into a perfect playground for winter 
sports enthusiasts, vibrant springs and the best of summers. Our strategic location at the crossroads of New 
York State puts us within only five hours of nearly every major eastern metropolitan area including New York 
City, Boston, Ottawa, Montreal, Toronto, and Philadelphia. 
  
Syracuse is the home of four nationally recognized institutions of higher education: Syracuse University, 
Upstate Medical University, SUNY College of Environmental Science & Forestry, and Lemoyne College as 
well as one of the state’s largest community colleges. 
  
The medical facilities in Syracuse are superb. 
Upstate Medical University includes the 
Golisano Children’s Hospital and the Upstate 
Community Hospital. We also have St. Joseph’s 
Hospital and Health Center, and Crouse Hospital. 
  
There are 18 public school districts in Onondaga 
County ranging in size from Lyncourt School 
District with one K-8 building to the Syracuse 
City School District with 33 schools. Enrollment 
exceeds 75,000 students. There are also a number 
of parochial, private and charter schools. 
 

When you hear someone mention Syracuse, New 
York, it's likely that they're making a weather-
related joke. Snow is certainly a part of the 
Central New York lifestyle, considering residents get more than 120 inches of it per year. However, the region 
has much more to offer than just snow drifts and slushy water. Syracuse is more affordable than other major 
U.S. metro areas, making it a popular place to live for families and retirees. Young professionals also enjoy the 
region thanks to the reasonable cost of living and all of the cultural and recreational opportunities available at 
their fingertips.  
 

Many people who grow up in Syracuse stay and then raise their children in the area. It's a comfortable place to 
live, and the metro area continues to enjoy improvements, including a massive cleanup of Onondaga Lake. It’s 
home to the Erie Canal Museum, tracing the waterway’s history in the 1850 Weighlock Building. In the old 
state armory, the Milton J. Rubenstein Museum of Science & Technology (MOST) , offers interactive exhibits 
and a planetarium. Designed by I.M. Pei, the Everson Museum of Art focuses on American artwork. The 
opulent 1920s Landmark Theatre hosts Broadway hits and concerts. Cultural resources are plentiful. Our 
symphony orchestra is an off-shoot of the former Syracuse Symphony. We also have Syracuse Opera, and 
Syracuse University’s Syracuse Stage, and the new 
RedHouse Arts Center to whet your artistic 
appetite. 
 
There is much to see and do in Syracuse and the 
surrounding Central New York region to fit any age 
or preference. Whether you want to “shop ‘til you 
drop” at New York State’s largest shopping center 
and 6th largest in the nation, witness an artistic 
masterpiece, or maybe join thousands of other 
impassioned fans at a NCAA Division 1 basketball, 
football, or lacrosse game, we’ve got something for  
 

 

https://www.syracuse.edu/
https://www.upstate.edu/
https://www.esf.edu/
https://www.lemoyne.edu/
http://www.sunyocc.edu/
https://www.upstate.edu/gch/
https://www.upstate.edu/community/
https://www.upstate.edu/community/
https://www.sjhsyr.org/
https://www.sjhsyr.org/
https://www.crouse.org/
http://www.ongov.net/about/schools.html
http://www.ongov.net/about/schools.html
http://www.lyncourtschool.org/
http://www.lyncourtschool.org/
http://www.syracusecityschools.com/
http://www.syracusecityschools.com/
https://eriecanalmuseum.org/
http://www.most.org/
http://www.everson.org/
http://experiencesymphoria.org/
http://www.syracuseopera.org
http://www.syracusestage.org
http://www.theRedHouse.org
http://www.destinyusa.com
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The Community (cont’d) 
 
you to enjoy! It’s all here in Syracuse. For sports enthusiasts we also have the AAA Syracuse Mets baseball 
and the Syracuse Crunch AHL hockey team. 
 
Convenience is a major perk of life in 
Syracuse. Four hours or so will have you in 
New York City, and three hours will get you 
to a Buffalo Bills game. Syracuse is also 
situated in prime wine-drinking territory; a 
short trip to the Finger Lakes region allows 
you to sip your way through the area's best 
wineries. The first record of wine making in 
the Finger Lakes is in 1829, when William 
Warner Bostwick, an Episcopal minister in 
Hammondsport, planted Vitis labrusca shoots 
in his Rectory garden! 
 
U.S. News analyzed 125 metro areas in the United States to find the best places to live based on quality of life 
and the job market in each metro area, as well as the value of living there and people's desire to live there. 
We’re ranked 54th. 
 
If you don’t already live in this area, we hope you are considering relocating to Syracuse, a city where you and 
your family can live out your dreams. Our community boasts a quality of life that is the envy of the nation. 
Residents enjoy an abundance of natural resources, an impressive range of recreational and cultural amenities, 
a reasonable cost of living, a depth of education opportunities and numerous quality services found elsewhere 
only in major metropolitan areas. Housing is available at reasonable cost. Recent developments include 
midscale suburban houses and downtown condos which supplement existing homes of various sizes and ages. 
Redevelopment of Syracuse’s industrial past architecture has fueled a rapid repurposing of 19th century 
factories into popular lofts, condos, and apartments. 
 
Numerous city, county and state parks are within easy reach. Green Lakes State Park and Clark Reservation 
are the closest. Syracuse is also home to the Great New York State Fair which draws more than one million 
people each year in late August and early September. The Jamesville Balloon Fest takes place at Jamesville 
Beach each June. Several nearby ski slopes provide great recreational winter fun. 
 
We look forward to sharing our parish and our community with you as we eagerly share God's love with our 
neighbors and the world.  
 
 
 

http://www.milb.com/syracuse
http://www.syracusecrunch.com/
http://www.onondagacountyparks.com
https://parks.ny.gov/parks/
https://nysfair.ny.gov/
http://www.syracuseballoonfest.com
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A BRIEF HISTORY of ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST 
 
The roots of the parish can be traced back to 1983 when the wardens of six Syracuse city Episcopal churches 
met to discuss common interests and issues. Within a couple of years, the Syracuse 
Urban Cluster was formed with first four and then six full members plus the 
Cathedral of St. Paul’s. The Cluster parishes focused on shared ministries and were 
supported by shared clergy. The Cluster had a Board of DiRectors comprised of 
representatives of the various churches. Much activity centered around ways to 
revitalize and maintain the critical mass of members and resources to assure effective 
and useful operation. We received valuable support and encouragement from the 
Diocese. By 1994 it became clear that the most effective path was for the merger of 
two or more parishes into one. The gradual evolution of the Cluster allowed 
individual parishes to envision a new future for the parishes that overcame parochial 
concerns. It also allowed them to gain each other’s trust. Ultimately, four of the 
Cluster parishes – All Saints, Calvary, St. Mark, and Trinity – joined together in the 
buildings of St. Mark. In 1995 we called our first Rector, Fr. Joseph Bergin, whose 
spiritual gifts led us to meld our particular traditions and customs into a cohesive 
vibrant parish. We are blessed with strong lay leadership, a clear vision for our parish, enthusiastic worship, 
and a stable infrastructure of finance, staff, and buildings. 
 
In 2006, Fr. Bergin reached mandatory retirement age as per diocesan canon and we were again seeking a new 
Rector to continue our gospel calling. We found Fr. Adrian A. Amaya, a passionate young priest in Texas and 
brought him to lead us in 2008. He arrived with a wonderful family, Anna, his wife, and two young boys, Alex 
and Adam. Sadly, Fr. Amaya became ill and died in 2018 at 51 years old having just 10 years with us. We are 
now regretfully having to go through the process yet again. During Fr. Amaya’s ministry, we received a major 
United Thank Offering grant which enabled us to renovate the Undercroft into dynamic space for mission and 
outreach initiatives. This has become a legacy of his short ministry with us. 
 

PARISH GOALS & CHALLENGES 

 
1.  TO PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH IN OUR PARISH AND THE COMMUNITY 
 

By providing the food necessary for the spiritual journeys for all  
By extending an invitation to our neighboring community  

 
2.  TO ENRICH OUR FOCUS ON OUR CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND YOUNG ADULTS 
 

By making known to our young people Christ’s love for us 
Equipping our young people to walk their life journeys with God through age-appropriate programs 
By making our faith community one in which young adults feel at home and wish to participate 

 
3.  TO ATTRACT, INCORPORATE, AND ENGAGE NEW PARISHIONERS 
 

By being a warm and welcoming parish 
Being a parish for anyone seeking God 
By becoming a meaningful spiritual home for young families 

 
4.  TO EXPAND NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH AND INVOLVEMENT 
 

By making known and promoting our presence on the west side of Syracuse 
By continuing our outreach to Porter School  
Always seeking new ways & opportunities to serve our community 

 
5. TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE STEWARDSHIP, ORGANIZATION AND LEADERSHIP TO SUPPORT 
 OUR PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES. 
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Qualities We Seek in a New Rector 
 
Evangelism 

 
Our new Rector is committed to growth of a vibrant 
parish with programs designed to attract and retain new 
members with continued support of our neighborhood 
outreach which is an important part of our identity. Our 
new Rector is someone who understands issues of race, 
gender, and culture as well as urban challenges.  
 
Liturgical Leadership: 
 
The new Rector is knowledgeable of Episcopal worship 
tradition and music, making the liturgy the centerpiece 
of our worship services but adapting as needed to serve 
people with less Christian background. He/she will 
work with the Worship Committee to learn current practices and to offer new ideas for continuing engaging, 
meaningful liturgies each week. Sermons are strong, reflecting the richness of the work of God and connecting 
it to the everyday lives of our parishioners, feeding us for the week ahead. We seek a Rector who is a strong 
spiritual and worship leader and who is knowledgeable in regard to counseling resources and general 
ministerial activities.  He/she spiritually feeds the flock and is welcoming to members and newcomers. 
 
Pastoral Leadership: 

 
Our new Rector recognizes that young people are the present and the future of 
the church and is committed to a strong youth ministry. The needs of children, 
adolescents, and young adults are met with age-appropriate programs & 
opportunities. Christian education is an important aspect of a youth ministry as 
well as a vital component of the Christian growth of our adults. The new Rector 
believes in the importance of Christian education, and actively fosters education 
programs for people of all ages.  
 
The varied committees (see pp. 9-15) are committed to supporting the new 
Rector in his/her role of enriching our Pastoral Outreach both within and outside 
of the parish family. 
 
Our Rector will enjoy relationships with our at-home parishioners and gain 
personal satisfaction through visitations with our more senior members in 
nursing care facilities, hospitals, and in their homes- sharing with them the 
Gospel, the Eucharist, and Christ’s love. He/she will console our dying members, bringing Christ’s peace.  
 

Administrative Leadership: 
 

Our new Rector will employ management skills to empower a team of strong lay leaders. 
The laity will carry out a large part of the parish ministry so that the Rector is not 
overloaded or overwhelmed. He/she will set long-term goals and help the parish to 
achieve them. Assessment and review of programs is necessary to recognize necessary 
changes and redirection. The new Rector will practice good self-care and stewardship of 
their personal resources. He/she will also work closely with paid staff, which includes the 
Parish Administrator and Sexton, who both work 20 hours per week, and a bookkeeper/
treasurer who receives a small stipend. Our organist/choir director also receives a salary. 
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Our Worship and Music 
Our parish likes to express its worship joyfully. Holy Eucharist 
is celebrated at 10 a.m. on Sundays with choir and music. Our 
worship services primarily uses the Book of Common Prayer. 
We also have an active lay involvement in leadership of the 
services.   
 
St. Mark the Evangelist Episcopal Church has historically been 
very supportive of a 

strong music program. For the past ten years our music program has 
been led by Music Director / Organist Warren Ottey, who came to St. 
Mark in January of 2010 with more than 50 years of experience in 
music and singing.  
 
We are very thankful to have a vibrant choir ministry at St. Mark’s 
and our sound remains strong and joyful. Our congregation remains 
grateful for our ministry in song. The choir at St. Mark the Evangelist 
is comprised of a well-balanced team of dedicated vocalists proud to 
present diverse music.  
 
We sing Hymns from our 1982 Episcopal Hymnal and 
mix in selections from our denomination’s Wonder Love 
and Praise. We also use a delightful hymnal entitled 
“Rejoice and Be Glad!” which is a compilation of music 
found in supplemental Episcopal hymnals and it 
complements the traditional hymnal and adds much 
variety to our church services.  
 
St. Mark celebrates a mid-week service at Brighton 
Towers, a senior housing facility (more about this mission 
can be found on page 14.) Special services have been held 
in conjunction with St. Luke’s in nearby Camillus during 
the Easter season. 
 

Our Finances & Finance Committee 
 

The role of the Finance Committee is to advise the Vestry which has canonical 
responsibility for all things financial. The current committee has 7 members 
who work with the advising counsel of Merrill Lynch, the investment portfolio 
managers. St. Mark the Evangelist had an operating budget of $154,000 for the 
2019 year. It is funded by parishioner pledges and investment income from our endowment ($738,000). Pledge 
and plate income represent approximately 40% of our income. Our annual support to the diocese is $ 17,000. 
Building operations including utilities is budgeted at $18,500. 
 
We have done some needed renovation work to our property with the guidance of an architectural firm owned 
by a recently deceased parishioner. Through our members continuing support we are looking forward to being 
good stewards of our resources now and in the future. 
 
We have been able to support many outreach programs globally, nationally, and locally in a manner greater 
than expected for a parish of our size thanks to the generosity and energy of our congregation. Many of the 
initiatives are noted elsewhere in this report. 
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Our Ministries & Committees 
 
Acolyte Ministry 

 
Our Acolyte Ministry is designed for parishioners from 8 years 
of age to adult. We presently have nine active Acolytes who 
serve on the altar every Sunday on a rotational basis; as well as 
at the request of the Rector at special services such as 
weddings and funerals.  

The parishioners who serve in this special ministry put a great 
deal of time and energy into learning what it means to serve 
God at his table and in his church.  

Each Acolyte attends a continuing education program held 
once a month on the first Saturday of the month from October through May. The sessions cover a myriad of 
different subjects from how to use the Book of Common Prayer to Church history as well as serving at the 
altar.  

The Acolytes believe that their ministry extends beyond our church walls. Each Acolyte strives to live the 
lessons taught in the program and be a Good Christian model each and every day.   

Average Sunday Attendance by Month 

January 50 July 43 

February 55 August 41 

March 50 September 52 

April 80 October 46 

May 54 November 48 

June 51 December 68 

Attendance at Key Services 

Lent I 45 

Palm Sunday 58 

Easter 100 

Pentecost 56 

Advent 50 

Christmas Eve 60 

PARISH STATISTICS—2019 

Annual Statistics  

Baptized Members at End of 2019 300 Weddings 0 

Baptisms During the Year 2 Deceased Members 3 

Confirmations 0 Total Burials/Memorial Services 8 

Received in the Episcopal Church 0 New Members 2 

Transferred Out 1   



ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST ●  1612 W. GENESEE ST. ●  SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13204 ●  315-488-8511 ●  WWW.STMARKSSYRACUSE.COM      10 

 

Worship Ministry Team 
 
Our Worship Committee consists of the Rector, the organist and members of the parish who have a working 
interest in and an historical knowledge of parish traditions that are a part of our services. The team meets 
monthly to review, discuss and plan our services throughout the year.  
 
Altar Assistant Ministry 

 
The Altar Assistant ministry is designed for adults who wish to serve on the altar in a capacity that enhances 

the worship service. The assistants aid the priest in several ways 
throughout the service: They carry the Gospel book during the 
opening procession, the Gospel procession and the recession. They 
lead the psalm during the worship service. 

The Assistant prepares the altar for the Holy Eucharist. They help 
guide the priest through the service and handle any needs the priest 
may have during the service. They also clear the altar at the end of 
the service.  

They assist at baptisms, weddings, funerals and special services 
throughout the year. Most of the Assistants are trained, licensed 
Eucharistic ministers. Like the Acolytes, the Assistants serve on a 

rotational basis and at the request of the Rector for special services.  

The parishioners who serve in this special ministry support the Rector and are devoted to learn what it means 
to serve God at His table and in His church.  
 
Altar Guild 
 
Our worship is enhanced by the candles, flowers and linens that adorn the altar.  
All are set up by teams of 15 men and women who form the Altar Guild which 
consists of rotating teams to set and clear the Lord’s Table for all weekly 
Eucharists as well as for weddings, baptisms and funerals. 
 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

 
 
In support of the Rector, St. Mark commissioned Lay Eucharistic Visitors to 
visit and bring communion to our at-home parishioners as well as those who 
are unable to attend church due to illness or incapacity. This ministry requires 
a brief training and licensing by the Diocese.  
 
 
 

Other Lay Ministries 
 
Our parishioners provide weekly support to our worship through a variety of roles: greeters, ushers, lectors, 
presenters, chalice bearers. Parishioners sign up to perform these services each May during our Stewardship 
Time and Talent campaign. Rotating schedules are established for the year from September-August.  
 
Sunday School 
 
Our Sunday school has used a variety of curricula, the most recent being Bible Zone and Godly Play.  We are 
currently researching a new curriculum to meet the changing demographics of our Sunday school. Sunday 
school meets September through May with children ranging in age from pre-K to 6th grade. We have other 
classrooms we can utilize as necessary, including a bright Nursery room that currently is not being utilized. 
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Adult Education 
Bagels and Bible Study is a gathering open to all and is held on the first and third Saturday mornings of the 
month. We meet from 9-11. This had its beginnings, a men's breakfast with our late Rector, Adrian Amaya, 
as Bacon and Bibles. Fr. Amaya loved to cook and provided hearty, if not healthy breakfasts. After his passing, 
his wife reconstituted it and it now also welcomes women. The studies generally focus on the week's readings 
from the lexicon. 

 Circle V 

Circle V is one of the women’s organizations at St. Mark the Evangelist.  Circle V was formed at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in the 1940's by a group of women who met for lunch and fellowship and Christian learning.  
It meets the first Thursday of the month, September through June, and enjoys programs and guest speakers, as 
well as the company of fellow members. One of their ongoing projects is the collection and distribution of 
personal hygiene kits for our neighbors in need. They also arrange and assist at funeral receptions. Meetings 
and luncheons are open to ALL. 

St. Mark's Mustang Women's Group 
  
A small group of mothers met together in the Spring of 2006 to form a support group to meet the spiritual and 
fellowship needs of women who are unable to attend the Circle V fellowship group. The name 'Mustangs' 

came from a group member who was refurbishing a Mustang 
vehicle. The name reminds the members of the free spirit 
associated with the untamed horse; as adult women we're free in 
God's spirit to serve Him in our daily lives.  

With a goal as a group is to provide spiritual fellowship and 
friendship, we meet once a month for two hours in the church 
parish hall to pray, study and support each other living a Godly 
life in a complex world. The group focuses on reaching beyond 
ourselves to care for our neighbors. Examples are providing 
backpacks filled with school supplies to neighborhood schools, 
giving funds for holiday food baskets, hosting a blood drive and 
assisting with church food pantry. Besides collecting dues, we 
have sold flower bulbs, hand knitted scarves and have bake 
sales to fund our outreach. Recently we started a annual retreat 
at a local renewal center to give us an opportunity to relax and 
deepen our spiritual connection. 

Partnership With Porter Magnet School 
 
St. Mark the Evangelist Church has been in partnership with 
neighboring Porter Elementary School since shortly after our new 
parish came into being in 1996. The Porter/St. Mark match-up was 
the first business partnership between a church and a city school. It is 
likely the longest lasting partnership among city schools. A parish 
member is our liaison with Porter. He/she coordinates volunteer 
efforts and seeks ways that both partners can support each other. 
Porter promotes our Food $en$e program. Over the years, the Porter 
Partnership has celebrated Porter students with iconic Byrne Dairy 
Cookiewiches and with Porter Panda/St. Mark pencils. We provide 
back-to-school book bags each Fall. In the past, we have provided 
tutors and volunteers. We coordinate efforts with the school social 
workers and nurse to provide Thanksgiving dinner baskets as well as 
emergency socks and underwear. We also open our renovated 
Undercroft to Porter for enrichment classes and programs and as an alternative gathering site for emergency 
drills. 
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Clothes Closet, Meals & Bread 
 

The Clothes Closet has existed for 19 years. It provides new and gently-used 
clothes for a 25¢ donation or free. It is open 3 times a month and by 
appointment.  
 

In existence for five years, the Green Café is open one Saturday a month. It 
provides breakfast and is run in conjunction with the Saturday Clothes Closet. 
The neighborhood dinner was begun in October of 2018 and is provided once a 
month during the evening Clothes Closet. Both provide a time for neighbors to 
connect with each other, while offering them the opportunity to see God’s 
grace working in their lives. Both the Green Cafe and the neighborhood dinner 
are free to the people they serve. 
 
The bread ministry has existed for 1 1/2 
years. It provides bread and sometimes 
cookies and crackers for a 25¢ donation 
each or free. The bread ministry is 
offered three times a month. The 
community can also call the church 

whenever they need bread. This has been very helpful since there is no 
grocery store in the immediate area.  
 

All of these ministries are self-sufficient—the Clothes Closet helps fund 
the dinners and the bread ministry funds the Green Café. Grants have 
been sought and donations are always welcome.   
 
Some neighborhood people volunteer at the Café and dinners. Members 
of Vintage Church in Cicero also volunteer on a regular basis as part of 
their outreach program. 
 
From time to time during these programs people have asked to see the 
church and they have been given a tour and their questions about the 
church and our denomination have been answered. A small number of neighborhood people have started to 
attend our service. Some attend regularly and some on an occasional basis. 

 
Youth Group 

 
Our youth group is a Christian-based group in every sense of the word. 
The group is open to all youth from ages 13 to 19 or from grades 7th to 
12th. It is the goal of the group meetings to be both spiritual and fun at 
the same time. The events and activities throughout the year are designed 
to help our youth become the best model of what it means to be a 
Christian by bringing the words and works of Jesus to life in their 
everyday lives.  
 
Based upon the wishes of the members, they reached out to other 
Episcopal Youth Groups on the West side – St. Luke’s, St. James 
Skaneateles and St. John’s in Marcellus, and have formed a combined 
Youth Group known as FOUR WEST. They meet monthly on the 
second Sunday and have a meal and fellowship. They then break off by 
age for Bible study and reflection followed by a service with the 
Eucharist. They have social events and community service opportunities, 
most recently with the Samaritan Center and the annual CROP Hunger 
Walk. Parents are welcome to stay and talk with the two Rectors in 
attendance about any family or other pressing issues. 
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Pastoral Care Ministry   
 
The pastoral care committee provides pastoral care in several ways. The Book Rack in the parish hall offers 
spiritual literature for all age ranges. Our Sunshine committee sends greeting cards to our ill and at-home 
parishioners. The office also mails out a special large-print bulletin to them each week. 
 
During our festivals of Easter and Christmas, our at-home parishioners are visited with seasonal plants along 
with service bulletins and cards. Licensed Lay Eucharistic Ministers visit at-home parishioners and give them 
communion. We have a Prayer Chain which keeps parishioners informed of prayer needs of individuals. The 
Prayer Chain includes both phone calls and e-mail messages.  
 
As a service to the families experiencing bereavement, the Lazarus ministry offers to organize and host 
luncheons after funerals.  
 
Stewardship Ministry 

 
It is the responsibility of the Stewardship Ministry committee to help parishioners identify, develop and share 
their individual gifts with the parish and the community. The Stewardship committee works closely with the 
Vestry and other committees to inform them of any plans for events and activities involving Stewardship. This 
has been accomplished by involving the parishioners in parish activities and events and through education of 
the meaning of stewardship. Time & Talent Parish diRectories, financial canvasses and planned giving are part 
of this ministry.   
 
Sharing of Our Space 

 
St. Mark the Evangelist is proud to open our doors to other groups who work hard at making lives whole 
again. Narcotics Anonymous holds meetings in our Parish Hall on Thursdays and Saturdays at 7:30pm and 
again Sundays at 7pm. Alcoholics Anonymous hold their meetings in the Parish Hall on Tuesdays at 7:30 pm.  

 
Fellowship/Hospitality 
 
As of this time, we do not have a formal committee for organizing events. 
However, when the call is placed there is always a response for the need. 
Our events have included: Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner, Sundaes on 
Fridays, Parish Thanksgiving Dinner, Easter Sunday Brunch, weekly 
coffee hours and receptions following funerals. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promotions and Evangelism 

 
The purpose of this committee is to bring greater awareness of St. 
Mark the Evangelist to the public. While there is no official 
Promotions and Evangelism Committee at this time, publicity 
and advertising for church activities and special neighborhood 
events and programs are provided in a variety of ways — through 
our new website, www.stmarkssyracuse.com, social media, fliers 
and signs, and usage of community calendars. One of the most 
popular events is our “Ice Cream Sundaes on Fridays” held from 
June through September. 
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Brighton Towers Ministry 

 

 The Brighton Towers Ministry is an outreach program for the Senior Affordable Living apartment complex on 
the southeastern hills of the city. We provide the weekly Eucharist for all regardless of denomination. 
Meetings are held each Wednesday evening in a large community room. Attendance varies from 5-20 and 
larger for special services at Christmas. Our choir provides the music for the Christmas service, a longstanding 
tradition. On Ash Wednesday 2020 we held a mid-day service at which there were 35 people in attendance. 
 
The Brighton Towers Ministry had its start in the 1970s at All Saints Church, one of the original Syracuse 
Urban Cluster parishes, as a way to fulfill the spiritual needs of parishioners no longer able to attend church. 
During the pandemic, the ministry at Brighton Towers has continued with the help of members of St. Mark the 
Evangelist who are Brighton Towers residents. Every week, a printed copy of our Sunday service is delivered 
to each apartment of every Brighton Towers parishioner.  The uplifting spirit within the ministry and 
fellowship of this congregation is an essential part of life within the Brighton Towers community; we pray it 
continues for many years to come. All offerings from the services help to support the ministries of St. Mark the 
Evangelist. 

 

Our Building 

and Grounds 
 
It is the responsibility of the buildings 
and grounds committee to ensure the 
maintenance of our building. Our church 
building is more than 100 years old and, 
as in any building that age, there are 
ongoing issues. We had a building 
survey done this year to help guide us in 
our future maintenance needs.  
  
Over the last 5-10 years we have done a 
couple of major projects: 
 
 

• We have doubled the size of our 
parking lot and paved the entire area.  
 

• We have totally remodeled the Undercroft area of the 
church and updated our heating systems.  
 

• The Office has been updated with new phone and message 
access, a new and more efficient color copier (lease), a new 
toner printer, scanner and laptop. 
 
The undercroft area has turned into a highly utilized area of 
our church. Overall, our building is in reasonably good 
condition with no major items that need immediate attention. 
 
A recent building assessment was performed by a local 
architectural firm and it was determined there are no 
urgent projects that need immediate attention.  
 



ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST ●  1612 W. GENESEE ST. ●  SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13204 ●  315-488-8511 ●  WWW.STMARKSSYRACUSE.COM      15 

 

 
Mission & Outreach  

 
The focus of “Mission & Outreach” is to initiate and coordinate Christian outreach. We seek opportunities for 
the parish to reach out into the neighborhood, the community, the nation, and globally. We seek to share the 
bounty with which God has bestowed us within the parameters of good stewardship. We seek to involve the 
members of the parish and to communicate the opportunities in which they can become involved.  
 
As always, this has not been limited to the M&O Committee; rather, Circle V, the Youth group, the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry, the Clothes Closet, the Green Cafe and the Mustangs are just some of the parishioner groups 
who have initiated activity to support others outside of the parish in a variety of ways. The parish food pantry 
is independent of the CNY Food Bank and supported totally by the in-kind donations of the parish and from 
proceeds from the highly successful Clothes Closet.  
 
We started our 6th year in November of St. Mark the Evangelist becoming a Food $en$e site in the city of 
Syracuse! We are one of 39 sites in 11 counties of the Food Bank of Central New York Food $en$e program. 
We are one of only three sites in the city of Syracuse. The basic food unit costs $20.50 and is made up of fresh 
and frozen foods as well as non-perishable food. The retail value of the “unit” is often double the $20.50 cost 
or greater. The food is NOT donated or government surplus. It is all first quality and wherever possible from 
local vendors. Anyone may purchase the food with no regard to income. Purchases are made by paying in 
advance at the church the $20.50 in cash or with EBT cards. No checks. 
 
Collectively, the parish: 

 
√ Supports UTO in the Spring and Fall. UTO is the United Thank Offering of the Episcopal Church 

Women, a nationwide funding organization. 
√ Collects school supplies and back packs for Porter students, coordinated by the Mustangs. 
√ Supports the Anglican Church in Jerusalem through the Good Friday collection.  
√ Conducts annual Mother’s Day Church World Service Blanket Sunday drive. 
√ Hosts four (June-September) “Sundaes on Fridays” for the parish and neighborhood  
√ Supports the Food Bank of Central New York with our Food $en$e program. 
√ Provides 25¢ clothing items monthly through the Clothes Closet  
√ Annually awards “graduating” Porter students certificates and Byrne Dairy “Cookiewiches”  
√ Provides hats, gloves, socks and underwear to the Porter school nurse and social workers. 
√ In coordination with school social workers and with support from Wegman’s Supermarket provides 

Thanksgiving dinner baskets to neighborhood and parish families.  
√ Provides a Parish food pantry in the back of the church stocked with food items for neighbors and 

parishioners.  
√ Provides “Personal Care Bags” and personal items for our neighbors and parishioners in need. 

 
 

Thank you for taking the time to look at the Parish Profile of the Episcopal Church of Saint Mark the 
Evangelist, Syracuse, in the Diocese of Central New York. We pray God’s blessing upon you during 

this time of discernment. 
 

In Christ,  
The Wardens, Vestry, and Search Committee. 

 
 
 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your 
Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall chose a Rector 

for this parish  that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will 
care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  


