
What You Need To Know For The RNC 

The Republican National Convention is taking place 

from July 18
th

-21
st

at Quicken Loans Arena. 

 There may be visitors from out of town trying to blend into the homeless community who may be 

dangerous agitators. Please do hesitate to call NEOCH if you see suspicious activity or call 

1-800-225-5324—The City of Cleveland TipLine. 

 The “event zone” was reduced because of a lawsuit filed by NEOCH in June.  The current event zone is 

mostly downtown, east bank of Flats out to East 24th. There may be additional screenings and regular 

interactions with security during the week.  There is a zone around the Arena which no one will be 

allowed without an extensive search.  We can help relocate individuals downtown. 

 Items that are currently prohibited in the event zone include the following: tents, sleeping bags, 

sleeping pads, mattresses, cots, backpacks exceeding 18 inches, non-plastic containers, bottles, cans or 

thermoses, canned goods. In the court settlement with the City of Cleveland, homeless people were 

recognized as residents of the City with the same rights as other residents. 

 The following facilities below will be offering extended hours during the convention week:

St. Paul (9-3pm), Metanoia overnight 9:30 p.m. to 7 am and West Side Catholic (8am to 4p.m).

 The Bishop Cosgrove Center will be closed for the duration of the convention. The shelters will be open 

24/7 this week.  For those who do not go to shelter, we will serve food in the Dave’s Parking lot on 

Payne Ave. from Noon to 2 p.m. and provide transportation to the West Side.

 I.D.s should be carried, if current. Police may ask to see your I.D. to prove your identity. Legal help 

will be available to assist anybody in distress at the time of arrest. 

 No camping will be allowed in Edgewater Park and most of the other parks in Cleveland. The City is 

constructing an area for those who want to camp—most likely over near East 40th and Superior.

 Avoid Fairview Park located at West 32nd and Franklin Blvd. area as well as the area immediately 

surrounding Quicken Loans Arena. 

 All bus routes will be operating as usual, but expect delays downtown.

 Individuals will be subject to search when crossing between Carnegie and Euclid Avenue at the 

intersection of East 9th. Payne Avenue will remain open with restricted access. Expect to see increased 

police officer presence on the streets. Officers will be on foot, on bikes and horses.

To Reach Social Service Help, Report Negative Encounters With Law 

Enforcement or Report Suspicious Activity Within Encampments 

Contact:

Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless 

at 216-432-0540 


