
As of August 1, 2021, the possession of 14 grams or less of marijuana is effectively decriminalized in Louisiana. The 
new penalty for possessing 14 grams or less of marijuana is a maximum $100 fine or a court summons, 
no matter how many times you’re arrested for possessing that amount.

With the passage in 2021 of House Bill 652 (Act 247), which was sponsored by State Representative Cedric Glover, 
Louisiana became a regional leader in the Deep South in marijuana law reform. The guide below is intended to help 
citizens, law enforcement officers, and government officials gain a clearer understanding of how this new law works.

 Frequently Asked Questions

 Q: Is House Bill 652 really “decriminalization”?

 Q: How much is 14 grams?

 Q: Is carrying less than 14 grams of marijuana decriminalized in all cases?

 Q: What about possession of more than 14 grams or marijuana?

 Q: What’s the difference between marijuana decriminalization and legalization?

Marijuana decriminalization is an important victory for criminal justice reform in Louisiana, especially for the tradi-
tionally marginalized communities that have been disproportionately criminalized under prohibition. But we need to 
keep fighting to end marijuana prohibition altogether. Doing so could be hugely beneficial, including bringing dozens 
of new small businesses and hundreds or even thousands of new jobs to Louisiana.

Let’s make House Bill 652 a first step toward ending prohibition in Louisiana.
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YES. According to the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), decriminalization “generally means  
certain small, personal-consumption amounts are a civil or local infraction, not a state crime (or are a lowest 
misdemeanor with no possibility of jail time).”

The easiest way to describe 14 grams is to imagine possessing 14 items that weigh about 1 gram, like a paper 
clip, pen cap, U.S. dollar bill, cigarette, or piece of gum

NO. If you possess less than 14 grams, but it is divided into several portions that are intended for distribution, 
that is still criminal drug distribution.

Possession of more than 14 grams of marijuana is still heavily criminalized in Louisiana.

As the NCSL states, decriminalization is a significant reduction of penalties for possession. Legalization is when 
there are no criminal penalties for possession and, usually, when a state establishes a marijuana processing, 
distribution, and retail sales system.


