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Preparation 
 

• Compile pictures on a single slide and create a facilitator’s answer key for yourself.  
• All of the necessary information is available (in a Flash game) on the PBS website. Search for 

“Race: The Power of an Illusion” and “Sorting People.”  
 
Facilitation Guidelines  
 

• Ask students to form groups of three or four and make as few introductory comments about 
the activity as possible. Simply tell students that they are charged with sorting the faces into the 
five racial categories.1  

• During the activity, move around the room to see how groups are progressing, answer any 
questions that won’t spoil the point of the activity, and assure students that teachable moments 
are forthcoming.  
 

Pre-Reveal Discussion Starters 
 

• “How did it feel to do this? How did it feel to have to talk to people about it? Why?”  
• “How do you think you did? Was this activity easier or more difficult than you would have 

guessed?”  
 
The Big Reveal  
 

• Going face by face, ask groups to share their guesses about each person’s racial classification. 
After each group has made their guess, share that person’s actual classification, as well as their 
self-reported ethnicity and ancestral heritage.  

• You can also choose to share some (or all) of the quotes that volunteers have provided about 
their experiences in order to promote discussion about stereotypes, social categorization, 
ethnic identity, and everyday racism.  

 
Other Post-Reveal Discussion Starters 
 

• “How many did you get right? Was this more or less than you expected?”  
• “What kinds of cues did you rely on to make your guesses?”  
• “Did any of the classifications surprise you? Which ones and how so?”  

 
Take-Home Points and Teachable Moments  
 

• One of the reasons this activity was so difficult is because there are many different ways to look 
like a certain race. This is especially true since there is no single genetic allele that is present in 
all members of one race and absent in all members of any other race.2 

• Making assumptions about someone else’s racial/ethnic identity is never a good look. Quotes 
from the volunteers and any stories your students may share will be especially helpful in making 
this point.  

                                                
1 At this point, it may comfort students to know that the brain can detect race and make categorical 
decisions about group membership within several hundred milliseconds. Even if students have not 
previously articulated these judgments so explicitly, their brains have certainly been making them. 
2 An extended discussion of biological essentialism and social constructionism vis-à-vis modern racial 
categories is optional, but certainly germane here.  


