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1) We have had the same name since 1845. 
Why should we “change” our name now?

The naming of the Convention was controversial even 
in 1845. Our founders only landed on the name when 
they could not agree upon an alternative. The name 
“Southern Baptist Convention” made sense in 1845. At 
the time of our founding, we were a regional conven-
tion in an era where travel was not what it is today. We 
were a group of Baptist churches in the South and 
Southwest that was formed because of regional differ-
ences with Baptists in the North, the most important 
and controversial of which was slavery. 

Since the mid-twentieth century there have been 
Southern Baptist churches in all fi�y states. The vast 
majority of our North American mission work is outside 
the South or among immigrant and other minority 
populations in the South. We are no longer a regional 
denomination, so our regional name makes less sense 
now than it did even two generations ago. 

3) Why the name Great Commission 
Baptists?

4) How would we go about changing our 
name?

The 2011-2012 presidential task force, chaired by 
Baptist statesman Jimmy Draper, did great and exhaus-
tive research on the best available options for a new 
name. A�er much discussion and research, Great 
Commission Baptists was recommended as an alterna-
tive descriptor for the SBC. We recognize no name fits 
perfectly. However, we do believe GCB speaks to what 
we have been at our best and what we desire to be in 
the future.

There are four reasons we encourage embracing the 
name Great Commission Baptists. First and foremost, 
cooperative missions has always been the cornerstone 
of our Convention of churches, and this continues to 
be the case. Second, the name is aspirational. We want 
to be even more committed to the Great Commission 
of global disciple-making than we have been. This 
name reminds us of who we have been and who we 
desire to continue to be. Third, Southern Baptists 
officially approved the presidential task force’s recom-
mendation of “Great Commission Baptists” as an 
alternative to our historic name at our 2012 annual 
meeting in New Orleans. Finally, from a practical 
perspective, this name change will make discussing 
denominational affinity an easier process for our 
church planters and missionaries serving outside the 
south. 

the USA (see recent CT article), calling ourselves Great 
Commission Baptists both honors our heritage and 
moves us forward into the future. 

While some may say that this initiative is reactionary to 
the current cultural climate, and while this current 
moment should make us contemplative, these conver-
sations have been taking place for decades and the 
name Great Commission Baptists was voted on in 
2012. In some ways we are simply encouraging South-
ern Baptists to do what we voted on eight years ago. 

As mentioned, we took the most important step when 
we approved the name “Great Commission Baptists” 

2) Is this really about embarrassment over 
our heritage?

Quite the contrary, we believe this name represents 
the best of our heritage. Southern Baptists have always 
been at our best when we have remained focused 
upon the Great Commission. The opening line of our 
constitution states why we exist: “for the purpose of 
carrying into effect the benevolent intention of our 
constituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combin-
ing, and directing the energies of the denomination 
for the propagation of the gospel”.

The reality is every Christian tradition is a mixture of 
faithfulness and sinful compromise, including Southern 
Baptists. There are elements of our heritage that 
should be celebrated and others that should be repu-
diated. We should celebrate our historic commitment 
to cooperation for the sake of missions, education, and 
Christ-centered cultural engagement. We must repudi-
ate our historic commitment to regional idolatries such 
as race-based slavery and Jim Crow legislation. The 
former continues to identify us. While we publicly 
repented of the latter in 1995 and have since become 
one of the most ethnically diverse denominations in 
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5) Who is supportive of changing our name 
to Great Commission Baptists? 

6) How would this change affect the brand-
ing used by the Convention and its entities?

7) How would this change affect local 
churches by-laws, websites, membership 
classes, etc.?

in 2012. There is nothing stopping any church in the 
Convention from referring to themselves as Great 
Commission Baptists. Some churches already use the 
new name instead of our older moniker. Because of 
our commitment to local church autonomy, there is 
nothing to prevent thousands of churches from making 
this change right now. Many of our denominational 
agencies already alternate between our historic name 
and Great Commission Baptists, so in their case it 
would be a matter of using the latter instead of the 
former moving forward. 

The SBC Executive Committee already owns web 
addresses and has created branding that is tied to the 
Great Commission Baptists name which can be down-
loaded here. This transition would simply be a matter 
of SBC entities updating their websites and publica-
tions to reflect the change.

This would vary from church to church. Churches 
would not have to update their by-laws unless they 
wanted since the names Southern Baptists and Great 
Commission Baptists refer to the same Convention of 
churches. Changing websites and other branded 
promotional material could happen as part of regular 
updates. Churches that hold membership classes 
could use that venue to explain why the name Great 
Commission Baptists represents the best of our heri-
tage and our aspiration for ongoing faithfulness.

8) Will there be any official statements
 recognizing this shi� in language?

There does not need to be. Since the SBC voted for 
this new name in 2012, there is not a need for further 
official statements. It is more a matter of using the 
name Great Commission Baptists instead of Southern 
Baptists. The theme for our 2021 annual meeting in 
Nashville will be “We Are Great Commission Baptists.” 

9) Is it possible that changing our name 
could split the Convention?

While divisions can arise in any group, we think it 
unlikely that the denomination will split over a moniker 
reflecting one of its deepest held priorities. We 
believe the vast majority of our churches are commit-
ted to cooperating around the consensus represented 
in the Baptist Faith and Message 2000. The name 
Great Commission Baptists reminds us why 45,000 
autonomous churches choose to cooperate: to 
proclaim the name of our Savior to a lost and dying 
world. 

In recent weeks, there has been a grassroots move-
ment to own the name Great Commission Baptists. A 
number of pastors, some of whom serve in positions of 
denominational leadership, have indicated their 
support for the new name. Some of our educators have 
also written in favor of the change. Local churches 
within networks are supportive of the name change as 
well.

Here are some leaders who have indicated their support
for this name:

Danny Akin, President of SEBTS
Marshall Ausberry, President of the National African-
American Fellowship of the SBC
Marshall Blalock, Pastor FBC Charleston
Ronnie Floyd, Former SBC President/Current EC President
Steve Gaines, Former SBC President
Jack Graham, Former SBC President
JD Greear, Current President SBC
Johnny Hunt, Former SBC President
Fred Luter, Former SBC President
James Merritt, Former SBC President
Al Mohler, President of SBTS
Bryant Wright, Former SBC President
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10) I am supportive of using the name Great 
Commission Baptists. What should I do now?

Authorship

Tell other people about your support. Consider 
discussing this topic among your staff, elders, and 
congregation. You may contemplate whether this 
language should be reflective of your website, bylaws, 
and church communications, etc. You may consider 
writing about the new name in your church’s newslet-
ter, blog, or social media channels.

Most importantly, Pillar desires for our churches to live 
up to this name. That we would be Great Commission 
Baptist Churches who plant and revitalize healthy 
churches all over the globe. 

This document was originally comprised by Dr. Nathan 
Finn & Pastor Josh Powell. Revisions and adaptations 
for the Pillar Network were implemented by Dr. 
Dwayne Milioni, Nate Akin, & Kevin Simmons.

In most cases, we believe Baptists would rather explain 
what the Great Commission means than to explain why 
we continue to use a regional name. The new name 
itself provides opportunities for gospel conversations. 
We think that prospect will excite most Baptists, and 
rather than splitting the Convention, the vision repre-
sented in the new name should unite us.


