
Resolutions 
 
 
Resolutions are used to express the will of the Convention, to call attention to 
critical issues and to encourage Democrats to take action on a variety of subjects. 
Resolutions may be introduced at precinct, county, district, and state meetings. 
 
 
According to the By-Laws of the Oklahoma Democratic Party, County, District, and 
State Central Committees need to appoint a Resolutions Committee "at the earliest 
possible date, but not later than the date on which the call is issued." Because the 
call must contain the names of the committee members and the chair, those people 
should be appointed well before the Call to Convention is mailed out. 
 
 
 

Duties of the Resolutions Committee, as outlined in Article I, Section 9 (C) of the 
By-Laws, are as follows: 

 
1. Review resolutions proposed to the Convention. 
2. Propose resolutions on the initiative of its own members, 
3. Revise and draft resolutions, 
4. Recommend the adoption of resolutions in its report to the Convention, and 
5. Print and make available to delegates all resolutions recommended by the 

committee at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the Convention date, 
with copies to be made available at the meeting site at least one (1) hour 
prior to convening the meeting. 

 
 

According to the rules adopted by a particular meeting. it may also be possible to 
introduce resolutions after the meeting has been convened. One possible rule is: 
"Any resolution not recommended for adoption by the Resolutions Committee may 
be moved by any delegate of the body if the resolution is submitted in writing to 
the presiding officer at or before the time the motion is made, accompanied by a 
petition of support signed by at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the delegates in 
attendance at the Convention." (Source-"Suggested Rules for Meetings- 
Oklahoma Democratic Party) 



How to Write a Resolution 
 
 
 
The basic elements of a resolution include: 
 

• Title 
• Author(s) 
• Whereas clauses 
• Resolved clauses 
• Relevant background information 

 
 
 
The Title should succinctly state the main issue addressed by the resolution. The 

Authors should include the primary individuals or sponsoring group. 

The Whereas clauses should describe clearly why the topic should be addressed by the 
body, and offer an explanation for the reasoning behind the resolution. 
 
The Resolved clauses state what the desired policy of the Democratic Party will be with 
regard to the stated issue. They should be stated in the affirmative and should be both- 
specific and flexible. 
  



About Resolutions 
 
Parliamentary bodies express themselves by adopting resolutions. 
 
Resolutions may be simple or complex. A complex resolution may include one or more 
"Whereas" clauses to make arguments in favor of adoption of the resolution. 

Or, the resolution may be so simple that the resolution just needs to be stated. 

Resolutions encourage that some specific action should be taken, or they are expressions 
of the opinions of the body. 
 
Resolutions generally have three main components: 
 

• a title that simply states what the resolution is about; 
• a preamble with one or more clauses that make the argument in favor of the 

resolution; and 
• the resolve, which expresses or "resolves" the view of the body in one or more 

paragraphs written in a single sentence. 
  
 
ODP Bylaws, Section 9(C). As a result, it is possible that a resolution adopted by a 
precinct, county or congressional district convention may be changed by the Resolutions 
Committee, often in an attempt to reach a consensus or middle ground that is more 
likely to reflect the views of most of the members of the body. But the convention has 
the final authority to change the language again; it is not bound by the recommendation 
of the Resolutions Committee. 
 
The body may debate and amend, delete or add any clauses of the preamble or resolves 
as they see fit. Sometimes if a resolve is deleted, it is appropriate to delete the preamble 
that related to that paragraph for the final resolution to make any sense. Any amendment 
must be germane to the subject of the resolution; if it is not, it should be in an entirely 
separate resolution. 



TITLE  
  
 
 
WHEREAS,  
  
 ; and 
 
WHEREAS,  
  
 ; and 
 
WHEREAS,  
  
 ; and 
 
WHEREAS,  
  
 ; and 
 
WHEREAS,  
  
 ; and 
 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  
  
  
  
 ; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  
  
 ; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  
  
 ; and 
 

(Continue on reverse side, if necessary.) 
 

 
SUBMITTED BY:  DATE:  
 
PRECINCT:  COUNTY:  DISTRICT  

 



EXAMPLE RESOLUTIONS 

INCREASE THE FEDERAL MINIMUM WAGE TO A 
LIVING WAGE 
WHEREAS, the federal minimum wage has remained at $7.25 per hour for three years, while actual costs 
of living have continued to rise; and 

WHEREAS, in the world's wealthiest country, millions of full-time workers continue to earn poverty-level 
wages, putting their children and themselves at a lifestyle risk for health and education concerns, 
including, but not limited to, poor nutrition, unsafe or inadequate housing, lack of access to medical aid 
when needed, and challenges to children's learning abilities and therefore to their success in school; and 

WHEREAS, studies show that an increase in the minimum wage corresponds with an increase in jobs and 
has little or no negative effect on the employment of minimum wage workers, regardless of the 
strengths or weakness in the economy, and that an increase in the minimum wage could generate 
billions of dollars in new consumer spending, adding a needed stimulus to the American economy; and 

WHEREAS, polls also show that the majority of Americans support raising the minimum wage, including 
polls such as the 2012 study by Lake Research showing that 73 percent of Americans favor it, including 
74 percent of independents and 50 percent of Republicans, crossing all demographic, regional and 
political categories; and a 2013 Pew Research Center poll with similar findings; and 

WHEREAS, many of America's leading economists support an increase in the minimum wage for the 
good of the country, basing their support on sound research, and 

WHEREAS, a national movement of workers is demanding $15 per hour as a minimum wage; and 

WHEREAS, political entities such as Seattle and the Los Angeles Unified School District have voted for 
$15 per hour as a minimum wage, and many other entities such as San Francisco and Los Angeles are 
considering a $15 per hour minimum wage: 

RESOLVED, that the American Federation of Teachers will support an increase in the federal minimum 
wage to at least $15 per hour, where full-time employment generates a living wage; and 

RESOLVED, that the AFT will support annual increases to the federal minimum wage equal to the 
percentage increase of the Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers; and 

RESOLVED, that the AFT will strongly encourage the American Federation of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations to use its resources to advocate for legislation at the federal level that would 
increase the federal minimum wage and index for inflation. 

(2014) 

Please note that a newer resolution, or portion of a resolution, may have superseded an earlier resolution 
on the same subject. As a result, with the exception of resolutions adopted at our most recent AFT 
convention, resolutions do not necessarily reflect current AFT policies. 

SOURCE:  https://www.aft.org/resolution/increase-federal-minimum-wage-living-wage  

https://www.aft.org/resolution/increase-federal-minimum-wage-living-wage
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