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SocieTy refreSheS iTS iMAge
The Society is completing a year-long project 
to update and refresh its image with a new 
house style and website and a complete review 
and re-design of our logo and corporate 
identity.

As well as the rebranded logo, the project involves a 
new social media presence, re-designed Newsletter, 
annual report, stationery and emails. A completely 
new website which will be launched in the autumn.

The project was announced at the annual meeting in 
June and is the most all-encompassing of our 80th 
anniversary plans this year. These include the two new 
books we have published - Walking the Village and 
The Blackheath Preservation Trust 1938-2016, and the 
seven storyboards we plan to erect across the Heath.

Our previous logo of the Paragon related to the finer 
elements of the built environment. But your committee 
feels this new logo is younger and fresher as it draws 
upon images of the Heath itself with wildlife, a green 
kite and an iconic building, featured in a style more 
adaptable to the modern world of social media.

As members can see on page 2, the full size logo 

carries all these elements and will 
be used in the seasonal Newsletter, 
the website and other promotional 
materials. The smaller version, on 
the left, featuring just the green 
kite and our name, is designed with 
social media in mind and for other 
smaller items where we do not have 
enough space to show the finer 
details seen in the full-size logo.

This stronger social media presence should improve 
our visibility on Twitter, Eventbrite and Facebook, 
particularly among young people. The work is on-
going and is being carried out by a small group of the 
committee with the strong support of a talented young 
local graphic designer, Pippa Stanton. 

This edition of the Newsletter is the first to carry the 
new branding and design. We are using new fonts, but 
retaining an old-world style of presentation for stories 
From the Archive, which has proved a popular feature.  

All our business stationery will carry the full-size logo, 
with the addition on our compliments slips of a tree, a 
swan and the Gibb memorial shelter which stands on 
the northeastern edge of the Heath.
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The Society’s new image is carried (clockwise from the 
top left) in: the full-size logo; the draft home page for 
the new Website to be launched in the autumn with  

displays optimised for smart phones and tablets; our 
new business stationery showing the letterhead and 
compliments slip; and finally the front page of our 

membership form.

FROM THE ARCHIVE - DERBY MERCURY
FRIDAY 31 JANUARY 1752

Last Thursday in the Afternoon a young Gentleman was robbed on Blackheath, in the Woolwich Stage-
Coach, between Five and Six o’Clock, by two Highwaymen well mounted, who took from him all his 

Money. He asked for one Shilling to be returned to pay his Coach-Hire, which was refused. But one of the 
Fellows shook Hands with him, and wished him a good Night. They were both very young Men, and rode 
off towards Shooters-Hill. There was only a Woman in the Coach beside, who said she had no more than 

two Shillings, which they thought not worth their taking.
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LeT’S cLeAN UP oUr ViLLAge

An increasing number of members and visitors 
have been expressing their disappointment at 
the general appearance of Blackheath Village. 

It seems to have become the custom for some shops 
and restaurants to store their rubbish bags on the 
pavements at all hours of the day, sometimes resulting 
in large mounds of pink bags waiting to be collected. 
This in turn has attracted fly-tipping which is an almost 
daily event, for example opposite the Post Office and 
on Tranquil Vale, as seen below.

Earlier this year, 
we contacted the 
Commercial 
Waste 
department 
at Lewisham 
Council to 
discuss the 
problem and 
we were visited 
by the Group 

Service manager, Michael Bryan, and his colleague 
Rohan Pusey. 

We walked around the Village for more than an hour, 
identifying many areas which had been causing concern 
and they took numerous photographs of overflowing 
bins and waste bags, some ripped open by foxes or 
rats, and dumped items of furniture and bedding. 

Michael and Rohan have been extremely helpful and, 
following a further meeting in July, a letter from them 
has now been delivered to all the businesses in the 
Village giving the newly negotiated times for waste 
collections. It says:

“To ensure Blackheath is kept clean and tidy, the Trade 
Refuse Service will be coming through Blackheath at  
the following times only: day time service Monday-
Friday 6am-8am and 4pm-5pm; night time service on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday is 12.30am-1am 
and 4am-4.15am and on Friday and Saturday 10pm to 
4am. Bags must only be put outside during these times. 
Failure to adhere to the lawful disposal of refuse as 
set out in this letter could result in appropriate action 
being taken against businesses and individuals.”

The new system appears to be bedding in gradually 
and will be kept under review. We shall be keeping 
members informed about how we can help our council 
achieve the desired outcome.

During the course of discussions, we have learned 
that Lewisham rubbish bags, like our bins, are colour- 
coded. The bags covered by these new arrangements 
are the pink trade waste bags which can also be used 
by residents living above the businesses. Black bags are 

for domestic use only and are covered by the separate 
domestic collection arrangements. Blue bags are used 
by the road sweepers, who also change the blue liners 
in the public rubbish bins in the Village. 

When they complete their rounds, they call their control 
centre and a van is sent out straightaway to collect 
the blue bags. Bags of other colours relate to private 
contractors and should not be left on the pavements. 

We shall also be contacting Greenwich Council 
regarding the southeast section of the Village which 
falls within their borough. Some of their businesses do 
contract with Lewisham for waste collection, but there 
are particular concerns about overflowing commercial 
bins in Cresswell Park and the extensive litter in the 
space beside the old Costcutter store. We recognise, of 
course, that this is only one aspect of cleaning up the 
Village, but it is an important start. 

We have identified a number of other Village issues 
which also need to be tackled, including the strings of 
old, disused Christmas lights draped across most of 
the shops which apparently belong to a private owner 
who refuses to remove them. 

A number of buildings are in urgent need of a coat 
of paint, including the Post Office and the listed red 
phone boxes outside it which have not been cleaned 
for years. One of the newer, but disused, grey phone 
boxes has been successfully removed from outside 
Pares but we have been told it will cost £2,500 to have 
a second one removed on the south side of the Village. 

The Society would love to see the triangle of land on 
Montpelier Vale cleared and planted with shrubs, and 
the demolished wall of the car park opposite the Post 
Office either rebuilt, or preferably removed. 

If we are to make headway with this project, we shall 
need the support of our members, and particularly 
of our corporate members who, we know, share our 
concern about the general appearance of the Village. 

We shall be in contact over the coming months with 
suggestions as to how members can become involved 
and we would love to hear your ideas about what needs 
to be done and the ways in which it might be achieved.

HEATH CLEAN UP DAY 

As in recent years, a Heath Clean Up Day is planned 

for Society members to join Lewisham and Glendale 

colleagues in a special effort to keep the Heath 

clean. Your support would be very welcome. We 

will assemble at 1400 on Saturday October 14 at 

the changing rooms in Talbot Place on the Heath. 

Equipment will be provided but it is advisable to bring 

a pair of gloves.
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SocieTy TALk oN fiLMS MAde AT BLAckheATh ArT cLUB

Many have wondered about 
the Blackheath Art Club, the 
interesting building with the 
blue plaque at the end of 
Bennett Park, home of the 
famous General Post 
Office film unit of the 
1930s (seen on the right).

You probably know the film  
The Night Mail with verse 
commentary by WH Auden, 
which was one of several 
wartime films made here.

John Grierson, the pioneering 
Scottish documentary maker 
and founder of the Grierson 
Trust, also began his career in 
Blackheath.

We have arranged a talk about 
the fascinating history of 
film making in the building 
by Steven Foxon, the curator 
of  non-fiction films at the British 
Film Institute National Archive on 
Thursday October 12, when he will 

tell us about what went on there 
during that period and about the 
development of documentary film. 

We will meet at 7pm for 7.30pm at 
St Mary’s Halls, Cresswell Park.

Tickets are available now from 
www.eventbrite.co.uk at £10 
(including wine) and you should 

search under Back to Blackheath. 
Some tickets will be available at 
the door, but please contact the 
Blackheath Society office about this 
on 0208 297 1937.

The Art Club was 
founded in 1883. 
It held two annual 
exhibitions from 
1886 until 1916, and 
the building was then  
requisitioned for 
government use. 

The GPO film unit 
was there from 1934 
to 1943, when it 
was also used by the 
Blackheath Art and 
Craft Society.

The building was also  
used for assembling 
aircraft instruments 
and as a boarding 

house, before being bought by the 
Blackheath Preservation Trust in 
1995 and sold to lessees in 2003.

The annual cricket match in Greenwich Park 
between the Blackheath and Greenwich 
Societies was abandoned on July 11 without a 
ball being bowled when a rainstorm wiped out 
any chance of play.

Despite an earlier summer heat wave, the rain chose to 
arrive just before the match was due to start. We were 
not able to hold the game on the other available date 
that suited both teams as that clashed with our Annual 
General Meeting.

Strenuous efforts were made to rearrange the fixture 
but the Societies were unable to agree on any of the 
three dates in August kindly offered by the Blackheath 
Cricket Club on their pitch at Rectory Field.

As a consequence we had to scrub the match for this 
year. We hope for better weather in 2018. 

This would have been the 14th year in succession that 
the fixture had been held and 10 of the 13 games so 
far have been won by the Blackheath Society.

The magnificent Golden Elephant trophy, pictured on 
the right during a previous encounter, will therefore 
remain in our office for a further year.

SocieTy keePS goLdeN eLePhANT AfTer rAiN SToPS PLAy
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NeW BookShoP oWNer fULfiLS dreAM roLe

The new owner of the Bookshop on the Heath, 
Ian Irvine, is a journalist with a great love of 
second-hand books who intends maintaining 
the shop as an asset for the Village.

“This is what I want to do now, run a first-class 
bookshop of great quality. I am very happy, I have 
spent a large part of my life browsing bookshops 
and this seems a good career change,” he told the 
Newsletter. 

Ian bought the shop for £105,000 at the start of 
August from David Wilson who owned it for three years. 
He does not intend any immediate changes but plans 
to settle in, examine the stock and see if improvements 
can be made.

He has been given a new eight-
year lease by the landlord, who 
lives upstairs, on condition that 
the premises remain a bookshop. 

The opening hours will be 
unchanged initially, but he is keen 
on extending them into the early 
evening.

Now 59, Ian’s first job was as 
Arts Editor of Vogue. Most of his 
career has been spent in cultural 
journalism, including the New 
Statesman, Evening Standard, 
Independent, Sunday Telegraph 
and Harpers & Queen magazine.

His last job was as Assistant Editor at Prospect, the 
political-cultural monthly which describes itself as the 
leading magazine of ideas. 

He is keeping his regular column there and intends 
maintaining his freelance work, including book 
reviewing and writing about travel and literary festivals 
for The Oldie. 

“I left Prospect recently and was considering what to 
do when I saw in a local paper that the bookshop was 
for sale. I’m from Aberdeen and had been thinking of 
starting a Scottish magazine, but this seemed a perfect 
opportunity.”

Ian first visited Blackheath in 1979 when his then 
girlfriend was living in 
Talbot Place. 

He moved to Eliot Park in 
Blackheath from Kennington 
in 1999, when his growing        
family needed more green 
space. 

He now has five children 
and lives in Belmont Hill 
and his wife Sophie works 
for a fund manager in 
Canary Wharf. 

They have just joined the 
Society. Ian said he was 
slightly embarrassed that 
they had not done so 
earlier.Ian Irvine outside the Blackheath Bookshop

hALLS direcTor oPeNS door To NeW ideAS

Gemma Okell, the new Director 
of Blackheath Halls, has an 
open-door policy and wants 
to garner as many ideas 
as possible from the local 
community about what the 
Halls should be doing.

“I am trying to get a view of who 
uses our building and who might 
use it in the future. 

“I am interested in the long-term 
sustainability of the organisation 
over the next 20 years and in how 
people can take part in what we do, 
particularly how young people can 
participate,” she told the Newsletter.

“The best example of our 

community work now is our annual 
Community Opera; we could hold a 
big family day event, increase the 
children’s theatre and introduce a 
children’s dance programme. 

“We already have a strong 
professional programme and I 
would like to develop that further. I 
might have fantastic plans, but it is 
also important that we are able to 
sustain what we do.

“We have four full-time, four part-
time and a host of temporary staff. 
But there is only one of me and I 
would like people to contact me, or 
walk in the door and tell me what 
they would like to see here and 
what they would like to change. 
I’d love the opportunity to meet as 

many people as possible and am 
keen to learn more about what is 
available in Blackheath.”  

Gemma said her new job involved 
a mixture of skills she has used in 
the past. But she has not worked 
with higher education before, so 
involvement with Blackheath Halls’ 
parent company, the Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire of Music and Dance, 
is a new experience. 

Her first four months have 
been spent meeting staff and 
making connections with other 
Blackheath institutions, such as the 
Conservatoire and Age Exchange. 

As someone with an artistic 
background, Gemma says she is 
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probably more aware of financial 
needs than most, and she has 
started work on some capital plans. 

The Halls will be carrying out a £3 
million redevelopment, centered 
on refurbishing the Great Hall, to 
replace the stage, remodel the 
dressing-room area underneath, 
install a new heating and cooling 
system, lighting and raked seating.

External alterations to the rear of 
the building will increase the height 
of the stage door, replace the 
windows with louvres for air vents 
and install a temporary changing 
room in the car park.  

“We already have a £1.5 million 
grant from the Hearn Foundation 
and £500,000 from the Arts 
Council, so we will need to raise the 
remaining £1 million over the next 
year. Work should start at Easter 

2018 and we hope it will be finished 
in the autumn.”

Gemma, 39, pictured above, studied 
English Music at Sheffield University 
and Literature at York before her 
first job as Artistic Administrator 
at the Bath International Music and 
Literature Festivals, where the work 
ranged from finance to booking acts 
and running children’s events.

After five years there she travelled 
for six months in Asia and then 
took a job at the Salisbury Arts 
Centre, where she was Assistant 
Director and then Director over a 10 
year period.

This gave her experience in artistic 
programming, management and 
fundraising, as well as work with 
children and young people again. 

“I enjoyed the creative side most, 
which is why I went into the arts, 
but I am probably a more practical 
person than many in the arts.”

“I left Salisbury after 10 years as I 
thought if I didn’t leave then I never 
would. I travelled around Cuba 
and South America and then came 
home and found this job. I live at  
the Standard and am thrilled to be 
taking up this post.”

coNSerVAToire SeTS foUr fUTUre PrioriTieS

The Conservatoire’s new Managing Director 
wants to broaden its curriculum, be more 
outward facing, maintain its high-quality 
teaching and involve local people.

John Keeley told the Newsletter these are the four 
priorities he has set, two months after starting the 
job. His past management experience was mainly in 
secondary education in Kent, often dealing with crisis 
situations where decisions had to be made quickly. 

“It’s very different here and I have to be listening to 
what people want and responding to that. But we 
also have to attract revenue, as this is a fundraising 
business. I need to ensure financial rigour without ever 
losing the sense of creative freedom. I want to marinate 
myself in the place and the area and the challenge for 
me is to learn and adapt.”

He said his predecessor, Clare Cornwell, had done a 
great job putting the Conservatoire on a strong footing. 
“This place is loved and cherished and we want to see 
how we can expand it and move on further. 

“There needs to be a balance between the artistic and 
financial sides. The challenge for anyone in my position 
is to create financial stability and do exciting things.”

John, 45, created and ran outreach programmes in 
Kent to encourage wider participation for secondary 
schoolchildren in higher education:“I rode Michael 
Gove’s wave of expanding schools trusts,” he said.

He was most recently deputy head for three years 
of the new Trinity School at Sevenoaks. “I wanted a 

change, but becoming a Head would have meant being 
centered on just one institution, so I looked around and 
saw this job advertisement two days before it closed.”

An organist and pianist by training, John was a 
Canterbury Cathedral organ scholar and a choral 
scholar at Kings, Rochester, aged eight. He studied 
music, culminating in doctoral research on 20th-
century sacred music, and  taught music from primary 
to undergraduate levels, 

The Conservatoire has a staff of 10, plus a substantial 
network of freelance teachers. In broadening its 
curriculum he would like to run more daytime classes 
for retired people and other creative courses aimed 

at all parts of 
the community. 
As the 
Conservatoire 
is a social 
enterprise, he 
said his focus 
is on taking the 
transformative 
possibilities of 
the arts to as 
wide a group 
of people as 
possible.

He also wants 
the institution to go out more into the community. 
“There is an obvious wealth of talent to tap in 
Blackheath. I have been surprised at finding a more 
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radical democratic edge in people’s attitudes than I  
expected. But whatever we do, it must be of the same 
high quality. We will be asking local people what they 
want this place to be. I would like us to be far more 

The Society was contacted by Lewisham Council 
in July to tell us about a new programme to 
install “smart benches” for public use. 

These use power from an overhead solar panel and 
provide free charging for phones and tablets and free 
Wi-Fi for the surrounding area, as well as monitoring 
the temperature and air-pollution. The Council is 
considering placing a bench or benches in Blackheath.

The benches are owned and managed by a private 
company called Strawberry Energy and there are 
currently 20 in London, five of which are in Lewisham, 
including one at the Clock Tower. 

The benefit for the council is that they are a free 
service to the public and do not need to be publicly 
maintained. For Strawberry they will, of course, be used 
for advertising, which will earn about £30,000 for 20 
benches over three months. The current introductory 
advertisements are for Cancer Research UK and these 
are being provided free of charge. 

The use of the five benches in Lewisham is being 

monitored. We are told that in the first six months, 
approximately 10,000 phones and tablets were charged 
and 9,000 Wi-Fi connections were made.

Some of our members have suggested a short trial 
period to see if they would be used in Blackheath 
but, unfortunately, the cost of installation makes this 
unrealistic for the company. The agreement for the 
installation of each bench is normally for 10 years. 
Although the council does not need to consult on this 
issue, they have contacted us as a courtesy, being 
aware of the sensitivity relating to a conservation area. 

We have consulted our members via email and a wide 
range of views has been expressed. At the time of 
publication there were 12 responses for and 14 against 
the benches, including some older members who are 
enthusiastic and some younger ones against. 

A number of those who favour a trial suggest only one 
bench to start with, not in the centre of the Village. We 
print a selection of the comments we have received and 
a mock-up photograph on page 14 of this Newsletter.

SMArT BeNcheS for BLAckheATh?

responsive and I want people to tell me what they 
want here.” John can be contacted via john.keeley@
conservatoire.org.uk.

FROM THE ARCHIVE - THE SCOTS MAGAZINE
 MONDAY 2 OCTOBER 1752

Thomas Cook, Esq; one of the Directors of the Bank of 
England and trustee of Sir John Morden’s College, who 
died last Week, left the following very extraordinary 
Directions in What Manner he Would be buried.

Viz. He appointed twelve poor Men out of a Society or 
Box Club held in Newington Town (of Which Society he 
was many Years a useful Member tho’ he never would 
receive any Benefit from it) to meet at a certain House by 
Two o’Clock on Saturday Morning, to whom he gave each 
a Guinea and a new Suit of Cloaths, together with as much 
Victuals and Drink as they would have, on this Condition, 
that if any of them should appear to be fuddled after he was 
interred, they were to forfeit their Legacy, and have only 
half a Crown for their Day’s work. 

The Deceased, soon after his Death, was put into a clean 
Blanket, sew’d Up, put into a common Coffin and, when 
the Men came, was put into a Hearse, the twelve poor Men 
following, four in a Coach. In this Manner they proceeded 

to the Place of Interment, near the College on Blackheath, 
where was a Grave ready dug. At their Arrival there he 
was taken out of the Coffin and laid in another clean 
Blanket prepared on Purpose by his own Desire, by the 
four Corners of which he was let down to the Bottom of 
the Grave, the Corners being thrown over him and then the 
Earth filled in, and the empty Coffin carried into the Hall 
of the College for the use of the first Pensioner that dies, in 
case it should fit him. 

After his Interment, which was last Saturday, there was 
an Entertainment at the Green Man in Blackheath for 
the twelve poor Men who attended his Funeral. That 
Gentleman for many Years paid an annual Subscription 
to the Box of their Club for Supplies in Illness and, to 
increase their useful Fund, once made a Donation to it of 
£50. He formerly resided in Turkey and was buried in a 
Winding-Sheet according to the Eastern Custom.
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NeiL MAcfAdyeN (1927-2017) ANd roLANd MoyLe (1928-2017)
which incorporated Chapman House which was for 18 
years the Society’s headquarters. 

He finally stepped aside from the Society in 2009, 
handing over the task of plan watching in the Lewisham 
segment of our area of interest, but he remained lively 
and active. Neil married artist Diana Cumming in 1955, 
and they moved to Blackheath to an 18th century house 
on Dartmouth Row where the Macfadyen family have 
lived ever since, a remarkable occupancy of over 60 
years. 

Although Roland Moyle was not to join the Society’s 
committee until 1985 he had long lived in Blackheath 
and was much involved in its care and protection. 

As MP for Lewisham North and East in turn, he 
achieved considerable distinction as a cabinet minister, 
holding red boxes for the Ministry of Health and 
Northern Ireland, having held many junior posts. On 
his retirement from Parliament he served as Deputy 
Chairman of the Police Complaints Authority.

But in the 1960s he was deeply involved in campaigns, 
first to save a long run of the Georgian terrace at 6 
to 14 Montpelier Row, now mostly converted into the 
Clarendon Hotel. 

An application by Span Estates to demolish most of it 
and replace the late 18th century houses with modern 
blocks and a petrol station was refused by Lewisham 
Council but Span appealed and a Ministry of Housing 
inspector found in its favour.

Roland argued persuasively for ministerial intervention 
and it came in the form of Richard Crossman, Minister 
of Housing, who attended a private meeting at James 
Callaghan’s house where Roland, and a handful of 
influential local people, including Jack Bullocke, 
Chairman of the Society, convinced Crossman he had 
the powers and should step in and save the houses. 

This he did with great enthusiasm and the whole story 
is well told in Felix Barker’s book Guardians of the 
Heath, published by the Society. 

In June 1962 
came the 
dreadful threat 
of a motorway 
- the notorious 
Dover Radial 
Route - to be 
driven through 
the Village, a 
proposal of the 
then LCC. Battles 
commenced, 
with groups all 
over London 
campaigning 

Neil Rhind writes: It is with great regret that 
we have to mark the passing in July of two of 
the Society’s stalwarts for many decades - Neil 
Macfadyen, architect and plan watcher for the 
Society, aged 90, and Roland Moyle, aged 89, a 
former Lewisham MP and great supporter of the 
Society before and after he left Parliament. 

Our deepest sympathy has been sent to their widows 
on behalf of the Society and all Blackheath, not just the 
members of this Society, should be grateful for their 
tireless endeavours over many decades to maintain 
Blackheath’s environmental qualities.

Neil Macfadyen served the Society for nearly 50 years 
(a record) after he joined its Council - as the committee 
was then called - in 1962, on the invitation of past-
Chairman Professor Jack Bullocke. Almost at once he 
took on plan watching, first on Blackheath schemes 
in Greenwich Borough, and then in Lewisham right 

through to his 
retirement in 
2010. 

After school 
at Winchester 
College he 
qualified as an 
architect (with 
the Diploma of 
the Architectural 
Association) 
and soon after 
he joined the 
distinguished 
practice of 
Carden & 
Godfrey. 

Walter Godfrey had founded the National Buildings 
Record in 1941, now absorbed by Heritage England. In 
due course Neil became the senior partner in his firm 
and remained with it until his retirement.

His career flourished and he became one of the most 
eminent in the field of conservation and restoration, 
working on many Oxford colleges and on Ripon 
and Rochester cathedrals and Beverley Minster, as 
well as dozens of parish churches. He designed the 
replacement of the bombed Inner Temple Library.

He was also active as the primary architect for 
the Blackheath Preservation Trust, working on the 
restoration of Eastnor House on Lloyds Place and its 
adjuncts, including a witty design for Eastnor Garden 
House and the bomb-ruined shell of the Blackheath 
Literary Institute in the Station Yard, now Martin House.

Amog other projects, he restored Blackheath Station, 

A youthful Neil Macfadyen in a 
photograph favoured by his family

Roland Moyle is on the left of this 
1994 photograph at the Paragon
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against the scheme, and the Blackheath Motorway 
Action Group, in which Roland played a leading role, 
marshalled local opposition, including the Society. 

The proposed road would have run only a few yards 
from the back of his house, then in The Keep. As 
we know, the Village was saved when the LCC ruling 
Labour group cancelled the scheme. 

When Roland joined the Society committee, it brought 
a considerable status, and his non-party political skills 
were brought into play. He arranged with the Ministry 
of Defence to meet at the Territorial Army building at 
Holly Hedge House to convince it to move elsewhere 
(many TA locations were available not far away) and to 

return the site to the Heath. 

Those present (including your now President) felt 
confident of success. And after a few warm gin and 
tonics in the officers’ mess it all looked very promising. 
But there was a sudden change of management at the 
War Office and the new TAVR commander decided 
to use Holly Hedge for cadet training. The Society’s 
proposal was dismissed but the cadet training scheme 
took many years to implement. 

Nevertheless, Roland Moyle added much status and 
wisdom to the Society over his 25-year service to 
Blackheath from his home in Montpelier Row. 

greeNWich PLANNiNg APPLicATioNS PreSeNT VAried dieT
In the period since the Spring 
Newsletter the Society 
has dealt with a variety of 
planning applications, mainly 
in Blackheath and Blackheath 
Park Conservation Areas. 

The majority relate to home 
extensions but there have been 
some exceptions, outlined below.  

We have also commented on more 
strategic applications outside these 
areas, such as further expansion 
plans for early phases of the 
Kidbrooke Village Masterplan 
development and proposals by IKEA 
to establish a new store on the 
Greenwich Peninsula, seen below in 
an architect’s drawing.

Each of these, in their different 
ways, will impact on the Society’s 
members. Permission was granted 
for both developments at meetings 
of the Council’s Planning Board. 

The applications seeking approval 
for home extensions were:

17 Shooters Hill Road - despite our 
objections to an out-of-character 
extension at the rear of this 

Grade Il listed property and to an 
unsympathetic side extension at the 
front, the application was approved 
by the Greenwich Area Planning 
Committee at its meeting in June. 

12 Brooklands Park - we objected 
to an application to extend this late-
1960s detached house which would 
have resulted in visually damaging 
alterations to the existing property, 
particularly by adding an over-
dominant two-storey side extension. 
The Council refused the application 
using its delegated powers.  

For non-residential applications the 
situation is as follows: 

Go Travel, 15 Blackheath Village 
- we objected to a plan to install a 

replacement shop front because 
the applicant proposed modern 
materials for the door and window 
framings, while the traditional 
timber stall riser was to be replaced 
with a brickwork infill. 

The application was refused by 
officers on the grounds that the 
design and appearance of the shop 
front, and its means of illumination, 

would have a detrimental impact on 
the group of locally-listed buildings 
in the immediate area. 

Blackheath Halls, 23 Lee Road - in 
recent weeks our views have been 
sought on proposals to reorganise 
the interior of the main hall to make 
the space more suitable for the wide 
range of activities offered by Trinity 
Laban in this popular venue.  

We raised no objection in principle 
to the proposals but we did draw 
to the attention of the Planning 
Department the fact that the 
submitted material was, in our view, 
incomplete in that no visualisations 
of the housing for the retractable 
seating had been provided.  

Without such images it is 
impossible to judge to what extent 
such a permanent feature across 
the rear of the space might have on 
the interior of the hall and whether 
or not its Grade II listed status 
might be compromised.   

Sun in the Sands public house, 
Shooters Hill Road - we joined the 
Greenwich Conservation Group in 
objecting to a proposal seeking to 
demolish the present property and  
replace it with a new development, 
retaining a much-reduced pub on 
the ground floor and eight self-
contained flats on four floors above.  

The application was refused 
by Officers, saying insufficient 
evidence had been provided to 
justify the claim the facility was no 
longer economically viable or that 
demolishing the building, rather 
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than retention and refurbishment,  
was the only option.The Council  
argued that the replacement 
building would be over-dominant in 
the street scene. 

Finally, in respect of appeals: 
1 Dale Close - the appeal on the 
Council’s refusal for a two-storey 

side extension to this end-of-
terrace Span house, covered in the 
Spring Newsletter, was dismissed 
by the Planning Inspectorate.   
 
30 Parkgate – in July the 
Inspectorate agreed with the 
Council that proposals to extend 

this 1930s detached property by 
introducing a large two-storey side 
extension and adding over-large 
dormer windows on the rear roof 
slope would damage the  character 
and appearance of the Blackheath 
Park Conservation Area. The appeal 
was dismissed. 

LeWiShAM gATeWAy SAgA AroUSeS PUBLic oBjecTioNS
The saga of Lewisham Gateway, which the 
Society is following keenly, continued with an 
unexpected new twist when the developer’s 
request for taller buildings was rejected. 

History

This £375 million project was granted outline planning 
permission in 2009 with phase 1 of construction - the 
new road layout plus four tower blocks of 15 to 25 
storeys - starting in 2013 and completing in 2017. 

Claiming changes in the market, the developer applied 
in 2016 to increase the height and mass of Phase 2, 
(another six blocks) to beyond the approved outline 
limits (one block would increase to 32 storeys).

The new plans would also change the mix of uses in 
favour of more residential (up to 79% of floor space) 
while eliminating educational and office use said to be 
no longer in demand. Shop and restaurant space was 
to decrease to 9%, while cinema and gym use would 
increase to 10%.

Crucially, a new viability study showed that a rise in 
costs meant that the developer would make profits 
of “only” 12.39%, below the 15% threshold that would 
require limited affordable housing within the planned 
950 flats.

Public unhappiness

Due to the large number of adverse comments from 
residents and amenity societies, the Council called two  
public meetings, but these failed to satisfy protestors’ 
concerns.

As well as unhappiness with changes to the height, 
massing and mix of uses, residents highlighted 
the impact on local views, on sunlight in the new 
Confluence Place at the heart of the site, wind in the 
public routes through and around the site and on the 
infrastructure, amenities and services in the local area 
from the large population increase in Lewisham town 
centre. 

Separate plans for towers up to 34 storeys on the 
Tesco car park site and 30 storeys on the Carpetright 
site made this application a test case for much higher 
towers and dense developments in central Lewisham, 
with little or no affordable housing provided to meet 
local needs. 

Latest developments

At its March meeting the Council’s Strategic Planning 
Committee backed public unhappiness, expressed 
displeasure at the likely lack of affordable housing, 
and deferred a decision on the application for 
change, asking the developer to come back with more 
information and options. 

At its July meeting, where the Society again spoke 
against the application, the Committee was so 
unimpressed with the developer’s response that it 
unanimously rejected the application.

At a special August meeting the Committee confirmed 
its rejection with a carefully drafted list of reasons. The 
jury is now out on whether the developer will appeal 
the decision or come back with new proposals that 
seek to address concerns. Watch this space.

Other recent applications in central Lewisham

Two other applications were made in June for large 
developments in central Lewisham. 

The first is for the Tesco outside car park site to the 
north of Lewisham station at 209 Conington Road for 
three buildings of 8, 14 and 34 storeys, seen in the 
drawing below. It would provide 367 residential homes 
(12.5% affordable) and 554 square metres of non-
residential space with cycle parking, but no car parking 
except for nine disabled spaces. The idea of a possible 
new station entrance from the site is also floated. 

The Society welcomed the proposal to develop the site. 
However, it strongly opposed further height escalation 
in the town centre to 34 storeys and expressed 
concerns about the proximity to existing blocks, the 
failure to meet sunlight and daylight standards and the 
impact on local amenities.



LeWSiShAM PLANNiNg   |   Page 11  Page 10  |   LeWiShAM gATeWAy

The second is for redevelopment of the Carpetright 
site west of Lewisham station, including demolition of 
the existing building and construction of two buildings 
of 16 and 30 storeys (seen in the architect’s mock-
up below), with 870 square metres of non-residential 
floor space and 242 residential units with private and 
communal open space, but no car parking.

Allowance will be made for a new entrance to Lewisham 
station and access to a new underground station if the 
Bakerloo Line Extension is built. 

The Society welcomed the proposal to develop the site 
as envisaged. However, it opposed the height of the 
30-storey tower (30% taller than anything existing) and 
expressed concern at the impact on local amenities and 
the lack of affordable housing details, or of a study of 
transport issues affecting this and other developments.

The Society’s main concern for these and other recent 
Lewisham events is the escalation in height, massing 
and density, with associated impacts on skylines and 
views from the conservation areas, on the already 
congested station access, on train overcrowding and on 
local infrastructure, services and amenities. 

Both these developments propose much-needed new 
station entrances, but without firm commitments. Apart 
from their height, they are arguably less threatening 
and better quality than Lewisham Gateway, but do add 
further pressure in an increasingly crowded local area.

Leegate

The original Leegate redevelopment plans were agreed 
in 2016 by Lewisham and in early 2017 by the London 
Mayor. In June Asda unexpectedly withdrew from the 
scheme, where it was to occupy a large food store. 

The site owner, St Modwen, has quickly responded with 
a redesigned plan with the food store greatly reduced 
in size, shopper parking reduced to just 45 spaces, the 
number of homes increased from 229 to 390, public 
space and access routes much improved and office 
space added to improve the mix and sustainability. 

The Society has welcomed these improvements. 
However, it has expressed reservations on the 
proposed height (mainly eight storeys, with an 
11-storey landmark corner building) and massing, 
which may cause unacceptable overshadowing and low 
sunlight in the new public square.

It has asked for more details on the amount, type and 
quality of public space and expressed concerns about 
the lack of detail on the residential mix and affordable 
housing level, which was low in the previous scheme.

It has also expressed reservations about the impact 
on local street parking, given the low level of resident 
parking proposed at just 125 spaces. We await with 
interest the publication of the results of this pre-
application consultation.

Issues in Blackheath

Closer to home, in Blackheath, two other longstanding 
issues continue to demand close attention. 

Members will be familiar with the saga of 8 The Glebe, 
a handsome but seriously dilapidated 1840s villa 
in a splendid sylvan setting, where the Society has 
been supporting a local residents’ campaign to avoid 
inappropriate development of the villa and wider site. 

We suspect that trees on the site are being removed 
as a precursor to development, and that the owner is 
failing in his duty to maintain the old house. Lewisham 
has served the owner with a Section 215 notice, 
requiring him to take action to avoid the house falling 
into excessive disrepair.

We are supporting residents in fighting individual tree 
issues as they arise, calling in experts as needed. At 
the time of publication, appeals had been lodged by 
the owner against a decision by Lewisham not to allow 
a large tree to be felled, and also against the decision 
by the Council to refuse a development of town houses 
on the site – a proposal which residents, the Society 
and Lewisham Council found entirely inappropriate.

The other very contentious ongoing issue is the plan 
to construct a basement under a redeveloped Sergison 
Cottage on The Heath adjcent to to All Saints School. A 
photograph of the drilling rig being used is below: 

The Society has been supporting All Saints School 
and concerned parents in demanding any planning 
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permission should be subject to best possible practice 
for basement construction. This would entail having 
a Construction Management Plan which would fully 
guarantee that the safety and amenity of the School 
and its pupils was not threatened in any way. 

At a meeting in June the Committee approved a plan 
to limit excavation work to holiday time, but we, the 
School and the parents, felt this still did not include 
adequate safeguards or contingency arrangements. 

We have since been supporting the School and parents 
in discussions about the execution of the decision.

Another Lewisham project of interest is for the 
redevelopment of 12A Eton Grove, the site of a 19th 
century factory of historical significance, judged to 
make a positive contribution to the Conservation Area. 

The Society earlier campaigned unsuccessfully to have 
the building locally listed. A scheme has been proposed 
for refurbishment of the old building and construction 
of a modern extension. 

We broadly welcome this approach, subject to 
comments about architectural details and issues 
concerning neighbours’ amenity.

Over 80 people took part in the consultation, of 
whom 96% agreed that the changing rooms should 
be redeveloped to provide facilities supporting the 
use of the Heath and the wider community. Among 
the responses, 57% wanted a children’s play area, 
54% toilets, 30%  a community space or a café, 29% 
changing rooms and 25% liked storage facilities.

None of the new sketches is definitive and they have 
been  provided just to illustrate what a new community-
focused facility could look like on this site. 

This autumn a second round of public consultation 
will begin via Lewisham’s website which will allow local 
residents to comment on the emerging sketches.

TALBoT PLAce SiTe PLANS 
Following the conclusion to the first round 
of public consultation last year, a number of 
sketch ideas for how the Talbot Place site could 
look have been developed.

They were prepared by local architect, Ian Chalk, in  
response to feedback. Two are shown, with a buildings 
layout on the left and on the right, the view arriving 
from the Greenwich Park/Shooters Hill Road crossing.

The options range from re-provision of a new storage 
facility with toilets, to a children’s play space, a 
community café with a canteen for 200, a nursery for 
26 children and a community centre with four multi-
purpose rooms.

cycLe ANd PedeSTriAN coNfLicTS oN The heATh
We have had a number of 
complaints from pedestrian 
users of paths on the Heath 
about aggressive behavior and 
mild abuse from cyclists telling 
people to get out of the way. 

Our understanding is that all the 
paths on the Heath are shared 
and that cyclists should give way 
to pedestrians. Unfortunately, 
the situation is confused by a 
misleading sign at the A2/Duke 

Humphrey Road pedestrian and 
cycle crossing which suggests 
the Duke Humphrey Road path is 
divided, with cyclists on one side 
and pedestrians on the other. 

At the sign there is about two 
metres of white line dividing the 
path, but this terminates and there 
is no other marking or signage 
continuing this segregation, and 
none on any of other paths on the 
Heath. 

There is, for instance, no similar 
sign at the southern end of the 
Duke Humphrey path advising 
pedestrians that they are walking on 
a divided path and may be straying 
into a cycle lane. 

This is clearly very unsatisfactory 
and we have urged Lewisham 
Council’s contrator Glendale to 
change the Duke Humphrey path 
sign to a standard pedestrian and 
cycle shared sign, which gives 
pedestrians priority. 
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ThreAT To BLAckheATh rAiL SerViceS MAy Be AVerTed

Buried in the text of the Southeastern rail 
franchise consultation in the summer was the 
highly disturbing suggestion that all North Kent 
and Bexleyheath line services should only serve 
Cannon Street station. 

The rationale for this was to reduce the crossover of 
trains at Lewisham, seen in the photograph below, and 
to improve service reliability.

While this was posed as “an example” of service 
simplification to improve reliability and enable a more 
evenly-spaced timetable, it caused a great deal of alarm 
in Blackheath, with numerous members calling on the  
Society to mount a campaign to oppose it, however 
tentatively it might have been mentioned in the 
consultation document.

We decided the most effective and practical way of 
countering the threat was to encourage as many people 
as possible in all the residential areas affected to email 
the consultation team in the Department for Transport 
(DfT) to voice their opposition, and demonstrate 
just how unpopular such a reduction in the London 
destinations served would be. 

There was also a Parliamentary petition which gathered 
nearly 29,000 signatures before its premature closure 
when Parliament rose for the June general election.

We contacted other local residents’ societies in the 
areas affected. Volunteers from all the societies  
distributed approximately 40,000 leaflets at stations 
right out to Slade Green and Barnehurst during the 
morning and evening peak periods. The first version of 
our campaign leaflet is on the right.

We also contacted all the local MPs and learnt that they 
were already aware of this threat and were opposing 
the idea on behalf of their constituents.

At a DfT consultation in Woolwich Town Hall on 
June 21, DfT officials acknowledged the strength of 
public opposition to reducing the number of London 
destinations served by Southeastern, and said they 
thought it unlikely that this would be taken forward. 

The Department had received 4,000 emails opposing 
the idea. We asked the DfT for an update on this figure 
when the Newsletter went to press but did not receive 
a reply, and we will have to wait until a Rail Stakeholder 
Briefing Document is published in September.

Our campaign clearly struck a chord with southeast 
London rail commuters, as our volunteers received 
many wishes of support and thanks for bringing this 
threat to people’s attention.

We hope this threat has now receded permanently but, 
if it does re-emerge, there will have to be a statutory 
public consultation on any specific proposal. We have 
good links with the other active residents’ associations 
if we need to mount another effective campaign.

An implicit, but unacknowledged, effect of reducing the 
train crossovers at Lewisham would be that Sidcup and 
Hayes lines trains (those using Lewisham’s southern 
lines) would terminate at Charing Cross only.

If this happened, it would mean a massive amount of 
interchanging at London Bridge platforms 1 to 9, which 
was never allowed for in their design or in the capacity 
of the escalators and lifts.

We hope sincerely that this idea is now dead, but if 
it does re-emerge we are prepared to oppose it as 
vigorously as we did at its first suggestion in the 
franchise consultation document.

The Blackheath Society  www.blackheath.org 

Threat to Charing Cross 
Waterloo and Victoria  

direct rail services 
In the current consultation on the South East Rail 
Franchise the section on simplifying the South East 
rail network to improve reliability states 
 
‘An example might be for all Metro services on the 
north Kent (between Dartford and Charlton), 
Greenwich and Bexleyheath lines to terminate at 
Cannon Street only’ (page 23) 
 
We urge everyone to email the Department for 
Transport at BetterSouthEastern@dft.gsi.gov.uk to 
oppose this threat. The consultation closes 23 May 
 
Please head your email ‘Threat to Charing Cross, 
Waterloo and Victoria direct rail services’.  Say you 
are opposed to the proposition on page 23 of the 
Consultation Document that all services on the north 
Kent and Bexleyheath lines should terminate at 
Cannon Street only.  Please include your name and 
postcode in the email, as this is required by DfT 
 
The consultation document is at 
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/future-of-
south-eastern-rail-services  
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My view on the smart benches is that when they are 
more known they most certainly will be used as no-one 
under about 40 can possibly live without a mobile. 

Do they collect undesirables all charging their phones, 
drinking beer and being objectionable late at night and 
are there any statistics on this? If not, one bench might 
be a useful amenity, particularly by the station to help 
travellers and our grandchildren arriving on the train 
with no battery power to tell Mum they’re nearly home. 

Are you able to ask for information on how the benches 
are used and by what section of society? I don’t 
agree with the view that they are unlikely to be used.  
Obviously they are not aimed at my age group, but 
I’m quite sure the younger generation would use them 
once they knew they were there. 

When I realised what it was, I quite like the design. 
Blackheath can’t live in the past and this bench is a 
stand-alone, it doesn’t involve damage or change to 
any of our great buildings and if it isn’t a success it 
can be removed and paving stones replaced as if it had 
never existed. Worth a try, it has my vote.   Jenny Jones

Hey, Management Committee, welcome to the 21st 

century. One or two smart benches, 
in spots where they’re likely to be 
used, is a good idea. Never mind 
that they don’t look Victorian. It’s 
not as if the Village centre is an icon 
of 19th century architecture.  
   Name and address supplied

I would be in favour of smart 
benches in the Village provided 
they can be installed at appropriate 
locations.  Tony Brewer

I’m not young by any stretch of the 
imagination, but I’d welcome smart 
benches as long as there aren’t too 
many of them and they’re properly 
maintained. They sound like a great 
idea.                          Phil Goddard

As a long standing member of the 
Society I think a smart bench would 
be a great thing for Blackheath. The 
Society and the village must move 
with the times. The design is quite 
low key and they are blooming 
useful.                Andrew Donkin

Smart benches are ugly street clutter. There are already 
extensive seating areas taking up loads of space and 
are the pavements not for walking?       Diana Martin

Why do we need smart benches? They are totally out 
of character with Blackheath Village and, apart from 
the wooden bench itself, extremely ugly. I’m always 
sceptical of something for nothing and what’s in it for 
Strawberry Energy? Presumably they’re being funded 
by Cancer Research as a means of advertising?  My wife 
and I are not keen at all.             Frank Woodgate

I agree with the management committee – smart 
benches are entirely unsuitable for Blackheath unless 
located completely out of sight in what I believe is 
known locally as the hollow on the edge of the Heath, 

which is an area quite popular with 
young people.       Mike Scott

Thanks so much for your Newsletter 
which I always enjoy reading. 
Few things move me to write in, 
but I think I should weigh in on 
the smart bench proposal in my 
capacity, first as a young member 
of the community and also an IT 
professional. 

The benefits of such a structure are 
outside seating,  charging and Wifi 
access. Blackheath benefits from a 
variety of outside seating options, 
paying if sitting in a cafe, or on 
benches in memory of previous 
residents. 

The letters on 
this page refer 
to the story 
we carry on 
page 7 of this 
issue about 
the suggestion 
by Lewisham 
Council that 
it might place 
one, or several, 
smart benches 
in Blackheath 
Village.

We have 
received many 
emails about 
this and a 
selection is 
printed here. 

At the time of 
publication 
the number of 
people opposing 
the idea slightly 
outnumbered 
those in favour.

To the left 
we print a 
photograph, 
supplied by 
Lewisham, 
which shows a 
mock-up of a 
smart bench on 
the pavement 
opposite 
Blackheath 
station. 

AgAiNST The BeNcheS:

for The BeNcheS:
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We received 
the reply on 
the left from 
Southeastern 
about the toilets 
at Blackheath 
station and 
print it for your 
information  
with Andrew 
Johnson’s letter

We received 
complaints 
about coin 
operated  
parking 
meters on the          
Lewisham side 
of Blackheath. 
Members may be 
relieved by this 
assurance that 
these meters 
now accept the 
new £1 coin.

slightly extended hours when I have 
a member of staff who can go to 
the station in the late afternoon and 
secure the toilets. 

Looking longer term, I will run a few 
more trials where I have the staff 
available to do so, but a permanent 
change will require a change in a 
duty and job description, which will 
take some time.

I am not best placed to comment 
specifically about onboard facilities 
on the trains as this is not my 
responsibility. However, I do know 
there are limitations on upgrades 
and changes to our rolling stock 
in the franchise agreement with 
the DfT. Andrew Harrison, Station 
Manager, Lewisham & Hayes Group.

 
coiN oPerATed 
PArkiNg MeTerS

I manage Lewisham Council’s 
Parking Service and have spoken to 
our Parking Enforcement contractor 
NSL Ltd, who confirmed that all Pay 
and Display machines in Blackheath 
have been upgraded and are 
therefore now able to accept the 
new £1 coin. 

However, if there are issues with 
particular machines I would be 
grateful for your feedback so we 
can investigate.              James Cook

On a number of occasions I have noticed that the 
gentlemen’s toilets have been locked shut and now 
there is a notice stating that they are only open in the 
mornings. This is totally unsatisfactory. Passengers 
need this facility all day long. It is ridiculous to think 
it is OK that passengers might need the toilet in the 
morning and not in the afternoon or evening. 

It is typical of Southeastern’s poor attitude to customer 
service, they seem to want to cut back on everything 
and make an already poor service even worse. The 
trains are really poor and it makes things worse that 
most of them don’t have toilets on them at all.  

As you are no doubt aware, the train service from 
Blackheath is poor and has deteriorated in recent 
years. This again is a failure to provide basic facilities.  
I’m not sure what can be done but I think this poor 
provision at the station is an issue for the people of 
Blackheath generally and so I thought it was important 
to bring it to your attention.  Andrew Johnson

Blackheath platform is only staffed on the early shift 
and this has been the case for certainly the last two 
years, prior to me joining the business, although I am 
told it also dates further back. I did recently introduce 
a sign on the door so that customers could actually see 
the opening times of the toilets, albeit they have not 
actually changed. This was done to be as transparent 
as possible, not to indicate a change in practice.

I fully appreciate that our customers may need to use 
the facilities outside these hours. Blackheath platform 
is only staffed during the morning and the reason 
the toilets are closed at the end of this shift is due to 
previous cases of anti-social behaviour when staff were 
not on shift to regularly check. 

However, it has been some time since we had the 
facilities open for extended hours beyond those of 
the platform staff shift, and I am not averse to trying 
something different, so I will run a short trial for 

ToiLeTS AT BLAckheATh STATioN

While charging facilities may have been necessary a few 
years ago, battery capacities in modern phones are a 
lot better, with many lasting far longer on power save 
mode. It is possible to buy back-up battery packs if 
one’s battery fully depletes. 

This leaves Wifi which, if necessary, could be embedded 
into lamp posts without the need to add a further piece 
of road furniture to an already crowded and narrow 
high street. 

I appreciate the picture is a mock- up, but it would be 
a completely impractical place for such a bench, across 
the road from the station and in the way of commuters. 

It is also not in keeping with the look of the area. 
Technology could  add something to our village if 
used properly, but this is an unsightly and impractical 
solution to a problem we do not face.            Mike Potts

Smart Benches are ghastly, there 
is too much street furniture as it 
is and this is the most appalling 
example. Whoever designs these 
things should be one of the first 
candidates to be sent to Mars. 
       Name and address supplied

The photo mock-up shows they 
would only add to surplus street 
furniture that looks untidy 
and detracts from the ‘Village’ 
atmosphere of Blackheath. Phone 
running out of juice? Go to the 
nearest coffee shop and plug in.  
               Hilary Ball
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DIARY OF EVENTS

September 16 & 17  
Neil Rhind’s Open House Weekend Walks 

October 3  
Tony Aldous’ Rotherhithe Walk 

October 12  
GPO Film Talk

October 14  
Heath Clean Up Day

December 2  
Village Day

Email office@blackheath.org or call  
020 8297 1937 for more information
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

Noni Aldridge

John & Janice Brooke

Rosemary Collins

Ian & Sophie Irvine

Ann Johnson

Adriaane Pielou-Boynton 

Eva Woloshyn

Mr. & Mrs. Zdanowski 

joiN oUr AUTUMN WALkS
The Society will be running a series of walks 
this autumn for members and the general 
public in Blackheath Village, at Rotherhithe and 
in the East End of London.

As part of Open House Weekend, our President Neil 
Rhind will lead two walks on September 16 & 17 around 
the Village, highlighting a spread of architectural 
interest from the 1780s to the end of the19th century, 
as well as some more modern examples.

The walks start at 0900 each day to avoid traffic and 
crowds, last about 90 minutes and are limited to 30 
people each day. We will meet on the Heath opposite 
the Blackheath Bookshop. There is no charge but, 
as numbers are limited, please contact the office for 
tickets. The Society’s new book Walking the Village has 
full details of fascinating walks around Blackheath.

Creekside Discovery Centre  
leader Nick Bertrand discovers  

a Chinese mitten crab

On Tuesday October 3 our Vice-President Tony Aldous will lead a walk 
around what he calls ‘The Mountains, Rivers and Lakes of Rotherhithe’. We 
meet at 1030 in the library café next to the Lower Road exit from Canada 
Water tube station.

The walk will last about two to 2-1/2 hours depending on how much 
talking we do. No booking is required but donations of £5 to the Society 
will be appreciated.

In November our former committee member and Blue Badge guide 
Maureen Corcoran plans to lead us on an interesting walk concerning  
the Suffragette Movement in the East End. More details will be  
announced soon.

We enjoyed good weather for our walks this summer. On a Saturday 
morning in June Joe Beale led a group of members round the Heath, taking 
a close look at clovers and flowers through magnifiers. 

In July, as the days reached record temperatures, we followed Creekside 
Discovery Centre leader Nick Bertrand along the Deptford Creek and found 
Chinese mitten crabs, flounder and a 10-year-old eel. We were amazed to 
learn about the eels’ migratory habit of swimming back and forth to the 
Caribbean each year.

We found many stock bricks, pieces of metal railings and a horse shoe, but 
no supermarket trolleys. These were cleared out some time ago, but the 
Centre noticed there were fewer small fish in the creek. It transpired that 
the fish had been using the trolleys to hide from bigger fish. Now trolleys 
are treated with respect.


