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Fellow Brothers of Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity: · 

We are assembled in National Convention in this 
historic city of Philadelphia wherein 16$ years ago was 
si gned t h e Decla ration of Independence, tha t historic docu­
ment which gave our ·country freedom from the shackles of a 
European t y rant. · Today t hat freedom which was won through 
t he s a crifices and blood of our forefathers is threatened 
by other foreign tyrants and we shall doubtless be compel­
led to make sacrifices of men, blood and money i n protec­
ti ng and maint a ining our precious heritage against their 
treach erous designs . · 

The very fact that we have succeeded in holding 
this c onvention in these trying days, when the world is be­
set with chaos and uncertainty, a ttests to our f a ith in o ur 
country and its i ns titutions and in the victorious outcome 
o f our r e s istance to those who c hallenge o~ r way of life. 

Ou r F r ate rnity as a d istinctly. America n I ns titu­
tion, t he oldest o f a ll Dat i ona l Pharmaceutical frat e r nities 
i n t he United S tatea , stand s ready to day as i t d i d i n t h e 
las t rlOrld Uar to bear its sha re of duty, re sponsi bility and 
sacr if ice a t t h i s critica l time i n t h e his tory of our Republi c. 

We are fortuna t e in h olding this c onvention in a 
city wh ich h olds so muc h of interest . Wi thin its bounds you 
will find many his toric shrines and build ings , i nc l uding 
Independence Hal l , Old Congr e s s Hall, Ca r pent e r ' s Hall asso­
ci a t ed with t h e first Continenta l Cong ress and t h e Philadel­
phia College o f Pha r macy , t h e Be t sy Ross Ho us e on Ar ch Street, 
whe r e the first Ameri c an Flag waa made , t he Old Chris t and 
Old Swede s c hurches of Re vo lution ct ry fame and the City Hall, 
on e o f t h e larges t municipal buildings in the world. Among 
t he n ewe r bu i l dings to be seen are those dev e lo ped a long the 

* De live r ed a t t he Na ti onal Convention of Kappa Psi Pharma­
ceutica l Fraternity , !Io tel Philc.1.de l phia , Phi la ., Pa ., 
Decembe r 28 , 1 941 . 
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new .Pa r kway , including the Art Uuseum constructed a t a cos t of 
$ 11 , 000 , 000 and the Free Library and the huge Municipa l 3 t adium. 
Phil adelphia has many instituti ns of h ighe r educa ti on , inclu­
d ing a num ber of p romi nent medi cal ana phar maceuti ca l colleges . 
He r e you wi ll find t he Universi t y of Pennsylvania , f ounded by 
Benjamin Fr anklin in 1740 , Templ e Un iversity founded by nussell 
Conwel l in 188 8 , t he Phil adelphia College of Pharmacy fo unded 
i n 1821, the Jefferson , Hahnemann , TTomen' s and Os teopa t hi c 
medi ca l college s . Girad Colleee , f ounded by Stephen Gi r ad , who 
a t hi s dea t h in 18 30 gave $2 , 000 , 000 for cons t ructi on and the 
grea t e r portton of his $5 , 0 0 0 , 000 estut e for endowment , s upport s 
and educat es about 1500 orphans annually . The American Philo so ­
phi ca l Soci e t y Bui l d ing with its refe rence libra r y containt ne 
ove r G0 , 000, vo l umes and a number of r are manus c ripts , t he Ph ila ­
delphia Ac4demy of Natural Sciences , the Wagner Inst i tute and 
t he Drexel Institute are other f amous institutions of t h i s city 
wh ich invite yo ur vi si t. 

This city al so provides except i onal f uci l i t ie 3 for 
r ecreation . Its gr ea te s t pleasur e gr o~nd i s F~irwount Pdrk 
whi ch extends f or many mi les a l ong both sides of t ~e : chuyl ki ll 
Ri ve r ~nd Nisso hi cken Creek . 

Ph i l..,;,de l .;:1ia i s one of t he greates t indus trial centers 
of t he natio n . Here :,ou wi 11 find a numbe r of l a r ~e ph1:1r ·1uceu­
t i cal and chernica l manuf acturi 11J houses I s u~;;i. r rufi ne ri e:3 , t ex­
t il e pl un t s 1 carpet and r ue _j ill s 1 leathe r and tanned ~ood s es ­
t a bl ishments , c :i.ga .r f ucto ries , and corif ectio i.ery and ice cream 
pl a nt s . 

League I s l and Navy Ya rd and s eve ral l a rge s hipbuild i ng 
p lants i n t his vicinity al so i nvite your a ttention . 

0·..1 r :10s t s , t he Et a , Be t a - Omega and Phi l ade l phi a Grad­
uate Chapte r s have gone to conside rabl e ef fo rt t o p r ovid e for 
t he ente r tainment and comfort of the delegates in a tt endance a t 
t his conven t ion and I am sure wi ll do a ll in t he ir po~er t o see 
tha t anJ of t he visiti ng brethren are shown c1ny object i ve 3 t hey 
may nav e in 11'! ... nd befo r e t hey 1 euve t he city . 

I n l a t e Augu/j t 1 9 37 when t he preaent Granct Council 
offi cers t ook over the .Jilot ing of t he a ff a irs of th i s fra t e r n i t v 
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it was a t the time when we v1ere just Q_,eginning t o rec ove r 
from t he eff ects of the long de pr es s ion per i od . During t :1c1 t 
depr ession a number of our chapters had be co,1e dorri1ci.n t or 
semi - dor man t and mo st of the others were a t low ebb f inan­
c i ally . The funds i n t he Nat i ona l Treasury of our Frater nity 
were gre a tly reduced ow ing to t he inability of many Chapters 
t o meet t heir obliga tions while t he main expens es of the 
Grand Secretar y- Treasurer's of fice went on . Our l a t e Grand 
Secretary -Treasurer was _obliged t o reduce t he size of t he 
MA3K. and resort to o t .1er econom ies in order to pr event the 
fra terni t y from becoming bankrupt. 

I t was a t once appar ent t hat res t or a tives had t o 
be adm: ni s t ered pr omptly, i f we were t o save a considerable 
numbe r of ou r chap t e r s from pas.3ing ou t of exi stence . 

Thr ough car ef ul cons ideration of t he sta t us of each 
of t he weat chap t ers and t he adminis t rati on of what emer gency 
help we coul d offer t hem and as t he resul t of i mprov ing bll__.,s i ­
nes s cond itions of t he country , mos t of t hese chapters were 
gradual l y n ursed back t o health. 

At p r esent we have 35 active collegi a te chapters 
with a total in ember shi p of about 436 and 35 Gradua t e Chapters , 
some of t .1e lat t e r being do r mant. 

Dur i ng t '. Je p resent adrnini.lj tra tion owing t o t he d is ­
continuance of t wo Pha r macJ Co l le~es , Be t a Mu Cnapt e r at Val ­
parai s o Un i versi ty , Val pur a i so , I nd . a11d 8....,e t a Iota C:1c1pt e r a t , 
t he Nort~ Pacific College , Portland , Oregon , pass ed ou t of 
existence . 

Several Collegiate Chap t e r s which were previ ous l y 
do r mant have in t h i s period been rev i ved. The s e include Ga mma 
of Col umbia Uni versi ty , New York , Be ta Ps i of t he Univ er s i~y 
of ~ is consin , and Be t a - Epsilon of t he Rhode Is l and College of 
Phar ma cy and Al li ed Science , Providence , R. I . The Co l umbia 
Grad ua t e Chap t er of Kappa Ps i wa s es t ctbl i shed in 1938 . 

The Ago r a or Di rectory of t he Fr a t e r nity WdS publi s hed 
i n 1940 . Th i s w~s followed b; s uppl ements . 
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