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OVERVIEW

 
Congratulations! You have embarked on a journey to celebrate
the Women’s Vote Centennial. In 1920, women gained the right
to vote with the passage of the 19th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, and in 2020 communities and states throughout
our nation will celebrate the centennial. 
 
The Women’s Vote Centennial Initiative is a collaboration of
women-centered organizations working to coordinate and
amplify the centennial celebrations across the nation. Several
communities and states have commemorated the centennial of
their state giving women the right to vote (pre 1920), and others
are now preparing for 2020. In this guide we outline several
ways you can add your community to the list by organizing,
educating and celebrating. Below you will find more detailed
descriptions of individual projects. Please feel free to reach out
to us or the project organizer for more information. 
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ORGANIZING

There may be organizations which are
already planning activities in your state
or community. The WVCI is working to
help identify those groups, and the
more we publicize our efforts, the
easier it will be to find each other. We
recommend you connect with existing
groups first, before starting a new
initiative. The League of Women Voters,
the American Association of University
Women and other organizations in
many states are planning 2020
activities. To find other existing groups,
check the How Women Won the Vote
Gazette and/or the WVCI website. 
 

W O R K  W I T H
E S T A B L I S H E D
G R O U P S

WVCI Toolkit

Join 
Us

http://www.nwhp.org/wp-content/uploads/gazette_How-Women-Won-Vote-.pdf
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PUT  TOGETHER  A  COALIT ION  OR  START  A

COMMISSION  

In  2017 ,  Congress  passed  leg i s la t ion  creat ing

the  Women ’s  Suf f rage  Centennia l  Commiss ion

and  prov ided  a  $2  mil l ion  appropr iat ion  fo r  the

group .  Stay  connected  with  WVCI  fo r  updates

on  the  Commiss ion ,   

 

Act iv i s t s  have  a l ready  created  severa l  s tate

commiss ions .  New  York ,  Arkansas ,

Massachusetts ,  Tennessee ,  Mary land ,  and

Washington  s tate  have  a l ready  done  so .

Cons ider  creat ing  a  centennia l  commiss ion  in

your  s tate  or  a  coa l i t ion  of  in terested  groups .

 Ask  what  you  can  do .  

 

BUILD  A  MONUMENT  

A  monument  (or  s tatue ,  plaque ,  s ta ined -glass

window ,  ar twork ,  etc . )  can  be  a  l as t ing

commemorat ion  honor ing  the

accompl i shments  of  women .   

 

The  Turn ing  Point  Suf f rag is t  Memor ia l

(www .suf f rag i s tmemor ia l .org )  wi l l

commemorate  the  5  mil l ion  women  f rom  every

s tate ,  race  and  and  nat iona l i ty  who  fought  fo r

72  years  to  win  the  const i tut iona l  r ight  to  vote .

 Located  in  Occoquan ,  Vi rg in ia ,  where  many

suf f rag i s t s  were  j a i led  and  fo rce  fed ,  i t  wi l l

commemorate  the  fu l l  72  f ight  fo r  women ’s

suf f rage .   Dedicat ion  i s  scheduled  fo r  2020 .  

 

The  Vi rg in ia  Women ’s  Monument  Commiss ion

was  s tar ted  in  2010  and  i s  scheduled  to

complete  a  monument  honor ing  the

contr ibut ions  of  12  outstanding  women  who

made  s ign i f icant  contr ibut ions  to  Vi rg in ia  in

2019 .  

 

Other  monuments  inc lude  the  Ida  B .  Wel l s

monument  in  Chicago ,  Tennessee  s tatues ,

s ta ined  glass  of  Susan  B .  Anthony ,  Suf f rage

Monument  in  US  Capi to l ,  and  the  El izabeth

Cady  Stanton  and  Susan  B .  Anthony  s tatue  in

Centra l  Park ,  New  York .   

 

JOIN  WOMEN ’S  SUFFRAGE  TRAILS    

In  honor  of  the  2020  centennia l ,  the

Nat iona l  Col laborat i ve  fo r  Women ’s

His tory  Si tes  i s  lead ing  the  ef for t  to

deve lop  a  nat ion -wide  Votes  fo r  Women

Tra i l .  The  Tra i l  wi l l  highl ight  the  ro le  of

each  s tate  in  the  72 -year  batt le  to

achieve  women ’s  suf f rage .  This  pro ject

i s  t ru ly  a  grass roots  ef for t .  A

coord inator  in  each  s tate  wi l l  lead

ef for ts  to  f ind  and  to  research  s i tes  that

have  a  his tory  with  the  women ’s

suf f rage  movement .  The  vo lunteers

enter  that  in format ion  in to  a

comprehens ive  database  that  wi l l  be

used  to  populate  an  in teract i ve

nat ionwide  map ,  which  wi l l  represent  a

more  complete  s tory  of  the  s t ruggle  fo r

women ’s  suf f rage .  Interested  in

vo lunteer ing ?  Please  contact  Marsha

Weinste in  today  at

mweinst413@gmai l .com  or  ca l l  her  at

502 -819 -2537 .  Our  in i t ia l  goal  i s  to

ident i f y  1 ,000  s i tes  by  January  1 ,  2019 .

Check  them  out .

 http : / /ncwhs .org / index .php /pro jects / t ra

i l s /293 -votes - fo r -women - t ra i l  

o r g a n iz i n g  

c o n t .  



PROVIDE  SPEAKERS  IN  THE  SCHOOLS  

The  best  way  to  engage  s tudents  in  the

ce lebrat ion  of  women ’s  v ic tory  i s  to

inc lude  the  suf f rage  s tory  in  the i r

school  cur r icu lum .  Work  with  your  loca l

school  sys tem  to  engage  professors  or

loca l  experts  to  share  the i r  expert i se  on

women ’s  his tory  as  i t  re lates  to  the

lessons  in  di f fe rent  grade  leve l s .    

 

HOLD  AN  EVENT  OR  START  A  SERIES  

Publ ic  l ib rar ies  and  his tor ica l  soc iet ies

are  a lways  in terested  in  new

programming  ideas .  Contact  the  s ta f f  at

some  loca l  ins t i tut ions  and  encourage

them  to  schedule  suf f rage - re lated

programs  to  ce lebrate  2020 .  Poss ib le

topics :  Who  were  suf f rage  supporters  in

your  s tate ?   How  did  they  help  win

passage  of  the  19th  Amendment ?   What

did  they  do ?   Where  did  they  work ?

 What  s t i l l  needs  to  be  done  today ?

http : / /www .nwhp .org /per formers -

speakers /why -hi re -per formers /  

F IND  INFORMATION  ABOUT  WOMEN ’S

HISTORY  IN  YOUR  COMMUNITY  OR

STATE  

L ibrar ies ,  s tate  and  community  his tory

museums ,  univers i ty  spec ia l  col lect ions

and  arch ives  are  great  sources  fo r  loca l

women ’s  his tory .  In  addi t ion ,  contact

any  area  his tor ic  s i tes  or  l andmarks  fo r

spec ia l i zed  in format ion .  Establ i shed

women ’s  groups  may  a lso  have

in format ion  on  loca l  his tory .  Check  the

l i s t  of  books  about  s tate  woman

suf f rage  ef for ts  on  the

2020centennia l .org  webs i te .

http : / /www .nwhp .org /  

 

SHARE  SOCIAL  MEDIA  MESSAGES  

Soc ia l  media  i s  an  exce l lent  way  to

educate  others  about  the  centennia l .

Fol low  the  WVCI  on  soc ia l  media ,  share ,

and  then  create  your  own  content

re levant  to  your  s tate  us ing  the  of f ic ia l

hashtag  #2020Centennia l .  Cons ider

us ing  one  of  the  fo l lowing  in  addi t ion

to  #2020Centennia l  to  share

exper iences  when  post ing :

 #Suf f rageAt100 ,  #RightToVote ,

#WomenDisobey ,  #GetRadica l ,

#Vote100  #WomenInPol i t ics  #HerStory

#Feminis tF r iday  #WomenVote   

 

Facebook :

https : / /www . facebook .com /2020Centen

nia l .org /  

Twit ter :  @2020Centennia l   

Ins tagram :  2020Centennia l    
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WORK  WITH  A  YOUTH  GROUP  

 

Ensur ing  young  people  understand  the

importance  of  ear ly  suf f rag i s t s  and

women ’s  r ights  advocates  i s  an

essent ia l  part  of  our  work  fo r  the

centennia l  and  beyond .  Encourage

organized  youth  groups  to  inc lude  what

women  did  .  Cons ider  approaching  your

loca l  Boys  and  Gir l s  Club  and  Gir l

Scouts  and  Boy  Scouts  to  in terest  them

in  the  suf f rage  movement .   The  Nat iona l

Park  Serv ice  has  a  Junior  Suf f rag is t

booklet  which  can  be  found  at

https : / /www .nps .gov /nama / learn /k idsyo

uth /upload /BEPA_Junior_Suf f rag is t_Boo

k .pdf .  
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HOLD  AN  ISSUE -RELATED  SOCIAL  JUSTICE  EVENT  

Women ’s  r ights  act iv i sm  of ten  occurs  in  conjunct ion

with  advocacy  fo r  other  i s sues .  Cons ider  hold ing  a

forum  to  educate  your  community  on  economic  or

soc ia l  jus t ice  i s sues  and  incorporate  suf f rage  and

other  women ’s  r ights  i s sues .  

See  Gazette  fo r  example .  http : / /www .nwhp .org /wp -

content /uploads /2018_gazette_web .pdf  

 

PLAN  A  PARADE  OR  EVENT  IN  YOUR  CITY    

In  June  19 19 ,  Congress  passed  the  19th  Amendment

and  sent  i t  to  the  s tates  fo r  rat i f i cat ion .  Severa l

communit ies  are  l aunching  the i r  centennia l

act i v i t ies  with  a  June  2019  parade  or  event  to

commemorate  the  passage  of  the  amendment .  

 

Rat i f icat ion  dates  fo r  the  19th  Amendment  of fer

another  opportuni ty  fo r  events  or  act iv i t ies .  Check

the  date  your  s tate  rat i f ied  and  plan  around  that .

https : / /www .ncpedia .org /media /map / rat i f i cat ion -

19th  

 

ENCOURAGE  EXHIBITS  AT  MUSEUMS  AND  OTHER

VENUES  

Severa l  museums  and  ins t i tut ions  in  Washington  DC

and  elsewhere  are  a l ready  planning  women ’s

suf f rage  exhib i t s .  Encourage  others .   Cons ider

supplement ing  cur rent  exhib i t s  or  encourag ing

museums  to  add  addi t iona l  pieces  highl ight ing

women ’s  his tory .  Encourage  f r iends  and  fami ly  to

prov ide  suf f rage  ar t i facts  (pins ,  sashes ,  etc . )  fo r

d i sp lay .  

 

The  Missour i  History  Museum  wi l l  feature  a  2020

exhib i t  t i t led  "We  Demand :  Groundbreak ing  St .  Louis

Women "  f rom  Apr i l  4 ,  2020 -May  9 ,  2021 .  

 

One  cur rent  exhib i t  i s  showing  at  the  Fr ick  Museum

in  Pi t t sburgh ,  PA .

 http : / /www . thef r ickp i t t sburgh .org /Exhib i t ion -

Dr iv ing - the -Disenf ranchised -The -Automobi les -Role -

in -Womens -Suf f rage  

 

Another  in terest ing  exhib i t  combin ing  ar t  and

suf f rage  wi l l  be  at  the  Brandywine  River  Museum  of

Art  (www .brandywine .org )  in  PA .   

 

Iowa  has  posted  an  onl ine  exhib i t :

 http : / /sdrc . l ib .uiowa .edu /exhib i t s /suf f rage /  

 

 

PUSH  FOR

LEGISLATION /PROCLAMATIONS  

 

What  better  way  to  pay  homage  to  the

work  needed  to  pass  the  19th

Amendment  than  to  support  addi t iona l

leg i s la t ion  promot ing  women ’s  r ights ?  

Encourage  l awmakers  to  commemorate

the  centennia l  with  a  proc lamat ion  as

wel l  as  a  s tate  commiss ion .  

Cons ider  ident i f y ing  leg i s la tors  who

may  be  in terested  in  in t roduc ing  a  bi l l .   

The  New  York  State  commiss ion  bi l l

prov ides  an  example  fo r  the

establ i shment  of  a  commiss ion :

 https : / /www .nysenate .gov / leg i s la t ion /bi

l l s /2015 /s2388 /amendment /a  

 

Examples  of  reso lut ions /proc lamat ions

are :  

https : / /www .congress .gov /bi l l / 1 14th -

congress /senate - reso lut ion /405 / text  

 

Look  up  your  s tate ’s  leg i s la t i ve  his tory

on  suf f rage .  In format ion  can  a lso  be

found  in  the  Gazette .

http : / /www .nwhp .org /wp -

content /uploads /2018_gazette_web .pdf  

 

C O M M E M O RAT I N G  

/C E L E B RAT I N G
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PRODUCE  ART  

Art  i s  an  exce l lent  and  creat ive  way  to

educate  our  communit ies  about  suf f rage .

Cons ider  creat ing  something  new  or

commiss ion ing  ar t i s t s  to  draw ,  paint ,  wri te ,

scu lpt ,   act ,  di rect  or  honor  a  person ,  event

or  theme  assoc iated  with  women ’s  r ights .  

Example :  I t ’s  My  Party ,  Screenplay  by  Ann

Timmons  and  Black  Suf f rag is t   

 

RECREATE  A  HISTORICAL  EVENT  

Cit ies  across  the  nat ion  hold  reenactments

to  commemorate  the i r  his tory .  Work  with

your  loca l i ty  to  inc lude  a  reenactment  of  a

s ign i f icant  women ’s  his tory  or  loca l

su f f rage  event ,  or  enhance  the  ro le  of

women  in  an  a l ready  planned  event  such

as  a  Fourth  of  Ju ly  parade .  I f  you  wish  to

h i re  a  per former ,  the  Nat iona l  Women ’s

His tory  Pro ject  webs i te  inc ludes  a  l i s t  of

per formers  l i s ted  nat iona l l y  and  by  s tate .

Many  do  presentat ions  re lated  to  suf f rage :

http : / /www .nwhp .org /per formers -

speakers /nat iona l /  

 

HOLD  AN  EQUALITEA  

Tea  has  t rad i t iona l l y  been  a  way  fo r  women

to  soc ia l i ze  and  organize .  Cons ider  host ing

an  “equal i tea ”  to  educate  your  community

about  the  suf f rage  movement  or  honor

loca l  women  leaders .   Cookbooks  were

another  way  suf f rag i s t s  spread  the  word .

 Cons ider  a  “Suf f rage  Feast ” .  

 

 

C O M M E M O RAT I N G  

/C E L E B RAT I N G

Get 
engaged!


