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Dear Members of the Pediatric Retinal Research Foundation Community,

It is a distinct pleasure to introduce the PRRF’s inaugural Annual Impact Report. Of the analogies 
invoked to characterize the events of the last year, one of my favorites is “curveballs” – tougher to hit, 
more satisfying when well done. As you read through the report below, I think you’ll agree that we hit 
this one pretty well thanks to the tenacity and commitment of our Board and community. 

Our PRRF Board worked hard in 2020 to develop and roll out a strategic plan with the goal of defining 
progressive steps to fortify our infrastructure and engender growth. With the help of our newly 
assembled core management team, this report is evidence of the growing momentum of our young 
foundation. In parallel, we pursued ongoing fundraising initiatives in support of our dual focus on 
research and community. Our team put forth a stunningly rapid response to operating under pandemic 
conditions as we pivoted to hold our “Hope for Vision Walk” virtually along with another highly 
successful year end fundraising initiative. We continue to make impressive strides in the laboratory as 
well.

This first report is a starting point for many great things to come. I am proud of the PRRF community’s 
culture of aspiration and action. Thank you all for your continued support.

Respectfully,

Antonio Capone, Jr., MD
President, PRRF Board of Directors

www.pediatricrrf.org
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2020 Highlights and Accomplishments

• Developed Foundation’s operational 
infrastructure to foster growth and expansion 
including hiring a Foundation Manager and 
Community Outreach Coordinator

• Expanded educational advocacy program with 
a focus on teens and young adults impacted by 
vision loss

• Hosted second annual Hope for Vision Walk 
(virtual in 2020) Walk participants, represented 
from 18 states and two countries, raised nearly 
$30,000 to advance Foundation research and 
programs!

• Raised funds for purchase of a handheld 
optical coherence tomography (OCT) device. 
This device scans a patient’s retina and could 
aid in the early detection of a host of retinal 
diseases. This device will allow physicians to 
screen for diseases before vision loss occurs or 
progresses.  

• 2020 year-end campaign was a smashing 
success to support community-oriented 
initiatives designed to build upon our network of 
resources, enhance our online informational portal 
and offer virtual opportunities for parents and 
caregivers to connect.

• Furthered the development of NoregenTM 

research. Thanks to early support from the 
Foundation, a research team at the Oakland 
University Pediatric Retinal Research Lab 
earned two large grants to fund the continued 
investigation of NoregenTM, a protein-based ocular 
therapeutic drug. Researchers believe the drug 
will promote regeneration and repair of damaged 
retinal blood vessels in the human eye. 

• Biobank research efforts will continue in 
2021 to develop an early diagnostic marker that 
would allow for improved pre-natal care that 
could prevent per-term labor and ROP. (See “The 
Biobank on page 3)

Board of Directors
Dr. Michael Trese – Chairman
Dr. Antonio Capone, Jr. – President
Heather Raschke – Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. Kimberly Drenser
Dr. Patric Droste
Dr. Frank Giblin
Kelli Matthew
Kay White Meyer 
Charles Walls

Staff
Stephanie E. Saville, Foundation Manager
Luisa Recchia, Community Outreach Coordinator
Andrea Bennett, Marketing Coordinator
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2020 Revenue   $216,899 2020 Expenses   $88,323 (41% of revenue)

2020 Financials

PRRF Programs and Services

Research
The Pediatric Retinal Research Lab at Oakland 
University, funded by PRRF, is the first of its kind - a 
state of the art facility with outstanding researchers 
solely dedicated to pediatric retinal diseases from 
bench-top to bedside. The research lab’s goal is to 
conduct translational research that will help discover 
treatments or cures for retinal diseases which affect 
infants and children daily. 

Some key projects lab researchers are currently 
working on include:

• The Biobank – This has served the premature infant 
community in elucidating an exciting correlation 
between factors associated with Retinopathy 
of Prematurity (ROP) and pre-term labor.1 We 
found that the same pathway that regulates the 
development of the retinal also plays a role in a 
healthy placenta. This is the first genetic link to help 
us understand the link between miscarriages, pre-
term labor, and eye disease (ROP). We start 2021 
with an initiative to develop an early diagnostic 
marker to identify women in need of heightened 
pre-natal care in the interest of reducing the 
likelihood of premature birth. 
1Dailey WA, Gryc W, Garg PG, Drenser KA. Frizzled-4 Variations Associated with 
Retinopathy and Intrauterine Growth Retardation: A Potential Marker for Prematurity 
and Retinopathy. Ophthalmology. 2015 Sep; 122(9):1917-23

• COVID-19 Research – When non-COVID 19 
research was suspended in most of the country 
for a few months, PRRF sponsored scientist Ken 
Mitton, Ph. D., at Oakland University to assist 
EpiGentek (a US company) in a human subject 
study to evaluate if a simple finger-poke drop of 
blood could be used in a very specific antibody-
based test. This is done with the same finger 
lancets used for testing blood sugar. 

Volunteers from the community have been very 
responsive by showing up to help evaluate the 
test’s reliability, as it remains critically important 
that these tests only detect antibodies specific to 
COVID-19 to avoid “false positive” results. Testing 
must continue, but as of this report, about 30 
people have been tested in the study and so far 
the test has not provided any false positives. 

Community Outreach & Advocacy
The Foundation is dedicated to supporting children, 
their parents and the community by providing 
educational advocacy resources, connecting parents 
of those impacted by retinal diseases, and sharing our 
online information portal.

Coming in 2021, we’re excited to introduce a Family 
Advisory Committee, as well as several virtual 
engagement opportunities. Check our website often 
for more information and event dates!
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PRRF’s Mission: To support the community impacted by blinding pediatric 
retinal diseases and champion the quest for cures through innovation. 
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Thank you to our tremendous 2020 donors! 

The list below represents gifts ranging from $100 to $25,000. An asterisk (*) denotes a Board Member. 

Julio and Ann Abbruzzese
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Alldredge
Amazon Smile
Donna Amole
Michael and Michele Andre
Ronald and Kristen Arnett
Dennis Backos
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Baker
Jessica Barest
Bryan and Kelly Basham
Edward and Mary Bawel
Jamal Baydoun
Charles Beach
Elizabeth Becker
Kim Belehradek
Gloria Bella
Andrea Bennett
Harlan and Julie Bergen
Laura Bidwill
Courtney Birchmeier
Lawrence Blood
Michael and Allison Brandt
Janette Brennell
Ryan Brennell
William Brennell
Hugh & Kimberly Byrd
James and Elizabeth 
Capomaccio
Dr. & Mrs. Antonio Capone, Jr.*
Wei Ling Chang
Eugene Chen
Ellen Cohen
Robert and Jennifer Cooksey
Community Foundation of 
Central Georgia
Diana Courtepatte
Vincent Criscuolo
Robert Cuffney
James Cushman
Jim and Lois Cyrulewski
Defiorespalding, LLC
Jason and Sharon Delorenzo
Joan DeRonne
Detroit North Suburban Delta 
Gamma
Holly Dinsmore
Dr. Kimberly Drenser*

Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Droste*
Salvatore Conti and Susan 
Dudley
Kimberly Edgerton
Susan Eichinger
Michelle Elich
Elizabeth & Daniel Elkus
Rodney Ellis
Ralph and Cynthia Finerman
Robert and Marion Frazier
Robert Galford
Barbara Gao
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Garretson
Larrie and Jackie Gauthier
Frank and Jane Giblin*
Jay & Vicki Gillespie
Carol Gipple
Andrew Goldberg
James Gray
Meagan Gros
Jeffrey Guinn
Jonathan Harris
William Hassett
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Hessburg
Rhonda Hogrefe
Roger Hogrefe
David and Leslie Hooker
Victoria Homan
Todd Hoogland
Insight Dairy LLC
David and Donna Jackson
Stephen Jacobs
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Philadelphia
Jewish Foundation of Greater 
Pittsburgh
Patricia Jones
Adam and Charlotte Kaplan
Kathleen Kienitz
Deborah King
Sally Korn
Hunter and Meredith Kornegay
Neal and Sarah Krasnick
Victor Leverenz
John Logan
Ricardo Lopez
Lisa LoVasco

Troy & Sabra Manchac
Joe Mastrangelo
David Materne
Daniel Matthew
Jim and Kelli Matthew*
Thomas and Vickie McAskin
Douglas and Linda McCord
Melissa McCormick
June and Cecil McDole 
Charitable Fund
Lonny McDougall
E. Dean and Laurie McKenzie
Michael Mercurio
Ken Mitton
Anna Moore
Kathryn Moretti
Rob Morrell
John and Elloui Moseley
David Murphy
Kristen Nesser
Nancy Nolan
Oakland University Eye 
Research Institute
Breandan Oatman
Sheila Pace
Victoria Pacheco
Andre Peyrefitte and Susan 
Stone
Miriam Pizzamenti
MaryAnn Preuster
P.M. and J.L. Pruett
Dawn Raddatz
David & Leigh Ann Ranslem
Mark and Heather Raschke*
Julie Reed
Stewart Rexrode
Abigail Richards
Julie Ann Rivette
Kelly Rooney
Matthew and Elizabeth Rotan
Dr. and Mrs. Alan Ruby
Michael Rubin and Sidney 
Simonian
Robert & Karen Saltiel
Mark Sanders
Marilyn Sant
Stephanie Saville

Cathy Schaffer
Rebecca Schilling
Andrew Schwarz
Edward and Lisa Schwarz
Jessica Schwarz
Sarah Schwarz
Richard Schweer
Matthew Secomb
Scott Singer
Sarah Smalarz
Deborah Smith
Isabel and Ralph Smith 
Foundation
Michael Snyder
John Spalding
Kathleen Stafford
Ann Steele
Laura Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Daren Strutton
Surf Site Property Management
Robert and Anne Toal
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Trese*
Karen Trionfo
Richard Troll
Troy Community Lions Club
David Tulauskas
United Way of The Capital 
Region
John and Tina Valenta
Van Hornesville United 
Methodist
Cindy Vida
Rita Vosters
Kathryn Wagner
Arlene Walls
Charles and Donna Walls*
Stephanie Weier
Linda Wendling
Kay White*
Todd and Lori Wigand
Dr. and Mrs. George Williams
Roger Willitt
Daoqi Zhang
Adam Zuckerman

For more resources & information, visit us at www.PediatricRRF.org

Follow us on Facebook @PediatricRRF

Follow us on LinkedIn @Pediatric-RRF


