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©2022 Southwest Airlines Co.

Southwest Airlines® 
is dedicated to Arizona.
Our mission is to make the connections that empower 
communities to thrive. Through our meaningful relationships, 
we proudly support your efforts in the many communities we call 
home. Whether in the air or the ground, we believe community is 
more than a place – it’s at the Heart of what brings us together.

Congratulations to the Arizona Women’s Foundation’s 
25th Anniversary!

https://www.southwest.com/
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WELCOME TO THE

MISTRESS OF 
CEREMONIES

Carey Peña

AUCTIONEER
Letitia Frye

Soirée Chairs

JULIET BURGESS BILLIE JO HERBERGER BROOKE LEVY
Honorary Chair
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Sheila E.
SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR  

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Debbie Nez-Manuel
VOICE OF WOMEN AWARD

Candace Lew, MD
MARILYN R. SEYMANN AWARD

2022 Honorees
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Program
WELCOME

Carey Peña, Mistress of Ceremonies                                                                                       
Performance by Fred Astaire Dance Studio Ballroom Dancers

MESSAGE FROM BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Maureen Bussoletti, AFW Board Chair

MESSAGE FROM CO-CHAIRS
Juliet Burgess and Brooke Levy

MESSAGE FROM HONORARY CHAIR
Billie Jo Herberger

DINNER

YOUR INVESTMENT MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
Letitia Frye, Auctiontainer 

PRESENTATION OF THE MARILYN R. SEYMANN AWARD
Marilyn Seymann, Dr. Candace Lew

PRESENTATION OF THE VOICE OF WOMEN AWARD
Monica Lindstrom, Debbie Nez-Manuel

PRESENTATION OF SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Mesha Davis, Sheila E.

Q&A 
Sheila E. and Carey Peña

CLOSING REMARKS
Carey Peña
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Menu

Salad
Tomato Caprese Salad

Entrée
Sweet Miso Glazed Salmon

with Mashed Potatoes and Brussel Sprouts

Vegetarian Option 

Eggplant Medallions 

with Chickpeas and Brussel Sprouts

Dessert
New York Cheesecake

Brownies



VISION
We envision an Arizona where women are safe, healthy and 

economically independent.

MISSION
Advancing the status of Arizona’s women through research, 
advocacy and philanthropy to ensure their safety, health and 

economic independence.

We focus on three ways to make sure SHE Counts!®  
We conduct research, advocacy and funding in order to advance  

the Safety, Health and Economic empowerment of women.

For 25 years, Arizona Foundation for Women has been a voice 
for women’s issues including domestic violence, sex trafficking, 
housing, healthcare and equal pay. Over its lifetime, AFW has 

helped thousands of women break the cycle of poverty, eliminate 
abuse in their lives and gain economic self-sufficiency.

Through a holistic strategy of grants, research and advocacy,  
we leverage our brand, reputation, relationships and 

collaborative spirit to have a positive impact on the lives of 
women in Arizona.

Arizona Foundation for Women is a proud supporting organization of  
Arizona Community Foundation.

ARIZONA FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN
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Message From Our Founder
Dear Guests,

Twenty five years ago, domestic violence was not yet a 
household word but, rather, a “family secret.” Fast forward 
to today and this secret has been let out of the bottle. Legal 
progress has been made. While the issue continues, the public 
has become aware. Domestic and partner violence now include 
criminal consequences.

 While the founding group of AFW fought for the rights of 
women to be safe and seen, we are once again raising our collective voices. Women 
and children are now facing another silent killer: the trafficking of human beings. 
Fueled by pornography, mainly targeting at risk young women and, sadly, children, 
human trafficking has reached the same epidemic proportions. While not as 
newsworthy as the coronavirus, it is spreading just as quickly and affecting those 
whose voices, as with domestic violence, are neither heard nor their faces seen. 

It is an honor to be part of the efforts of the Arizona Foundation for Women over 
the past 25 years to fight horrific forms of violence against women and children. We 
began with the premise that women and children have the right to be safe, secure 
and treasured and we continue as defenders of women and children. Women and 
children plant the seeds we so badly need for a common humanity in a toxic society. 

We cannot be silent when we see: humans in cages, beaten , starved and raped; 
children deprived of the innocence of youth. These victims, of trauma and abuse, 
have an even higher wall to climb. With our help and hope, they, like Humpty 
Dumpty, won’t have to be put back together again. 

Your support for AFW gives us the decibel level we need to be heard, seen and 
successful in fighting for the human rights of those who hold up Half the Sky!! Our 
speaking out will allow other woman to speak until laws are changed and lives are 
saved. Only silence is more frightening than speaking the truth. 

Thank you for your support and shared dedication to turning cries of pain into cries 
of joy and inclusion. We are AFW strong. …..and SHE Counts! ®

MARILYN SEYMANN
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Message from the Board Chair
Dear Silver Soirée Attendees, 

On behalf of Arizona Foundation for Women’s Board of 
Directors, we are grateful and delighted to have you join us 
this evening as we celebrate our 25th anniversary.  This is 
an important day as proceeds will allow us to advance our 
mission of improving the lives of women in Arizona in the 
areas of Safety, Health and Economic Empowerment (SHE 
Counts! ®) through research, advocacy and philanthropy.  

This work is unique in our community and only possible with your generous 
support.

We are delighted to celebrate the inspiring work of our 2022 honorees: Sheila E., 
Debbie Nez-Manuel and Candace Lew, MD.

The Sandra Day O’Connor Lifetime Achievement Award honoree Sheila E., is an 
award winning artist and philanthropist who has used her powerful voice to make 
meaningful progress on gender and racial equity through advocacy, awareness 
and her work as co-founder of the nonprofit Elevate Oakland, leveraging music 
and art to serve the needs of inner city youth. 

Our Voice of Women ward honoree Debbie Nez-Manuel is a longtime 
community leader, activist and advocate for people of color in urban, rural and 
remote communities across Arizona.  Our Marilyn R. Seymann award honoree 
Candace Lew is a medical doctor of obstetrics and gynecology and leading 
public health professional and champion for reproductive, maternal health, 
contraception, and community mobilization.

Thank you to all in attendance for extending our reach and impact in our 
communities and across our state. Together, we will make an enduring, life-
changing difference to so many and ensure SHE Counts!®

Much love and gratitude,

MAUREEN BUSSOLETTI
AFW Board Chair
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Thank you for attending our Silver Soirée. It’s been three long 
years since we’ve had our last in-person awards celebration 
and it is with a warm heart that I thank you for joining us this 
evening as we celebrate 25 years of elevating women in our 
state. What a pleasure it is to meet so many new people in the 
room and reconnect with old friends. 

Tonight, whether you’re learning about Arizona Foundation 
for Women (AFW) for the first time, or hearing updates 

about our impact, take a moment and reflect on when you made a small or grand 
gesture that changed a woman’s emotional well-being or her life at a critical time. 
Hopefully this thought made you smile. But don’t stop there. Reach out and help 
one or more women, especially those impacted by the onslaught of COVID. 

All at once and on a global scale, the status of women’s safety, health and 
economic empowerment took a plunge. Our movement over the last 100 years 
reversed course in just a few months. During a time where programs and services 
were needed the most, many nonprofit organizations found themselves turning 
women away or closing their doors. AFW worked hard to stay resilient and present 
during this unimaginable time. However, our battle has not only continued, its re-
beginning. Tonight, your support helps ensure our mission continues to permeate 
throughout Arizona. We envision an Arizona where women are able to create an 
equitable and just future, and one where they are safe, healthy and economically 
independent.

Now let’s revel among like-minded individuals such as yourself as we celebrate 25 
years of elevating women and advancing their status beyond where we stood pre-
pandemic. Congrats to our honorees tonight who move mountains for women.

I invite you to be a part of the change, embracing the power of AFW and join our 
family and our history. 

Now enjoy your evening!

From my heart,

MESHA DAVIS 
Chief Executive Officer

Message from the CEO
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Thank you for joining us to celebrate Arizona Foundation for 
Women’s 25th Anniversary, and for bestowing upon us the 
honor of co-chairing the 2022 Silver Soirée! We are so grateful 
to each of you for your generosity, enthusiasm, and support for 
this wonderful organization. In particular, we want to thank 
our table hosts, event sponsors, and in-kind donors for not 
only helping us to make this year’s event such a unique and 
memorable milestone for the foundation, but one which will so 
very positively impact many lives.

We want to thank the AFW Board of Directors, staff, and all 
our volunteers for their tireless work and dedication all year 
long.  Your commitment to AFW’s mission of improving the 
safety, health, and economic empowerment of the women of 
Arizona ensures the longevity and impact of its programs and 
the availability of services for the women who need it the most.

Congratulations to the remarkable and talented Sheila E. 
for receiving the 2022 Sandra Day O’Connor Lifetime Achievement Award, the 
inspiring and passionate Debbie Nez-Manuel for receiving the Voice of Women 
award, and a true champion of women’s health, Dr. Candace Lew, for receiving 
the Marilyn R. Seymann award. We are thrilled to be in the company of such 
giving, courageous, and trailblazing women!

Finally, thank you to all of you, our honored attendees tonight who have come 
here with a sense of community, responsibility, and support for AFW. This 
event would not be possible without the life that you breathe into this wonderful 
organization, and we are so appreciative.  With your support, AFW continues to 
elevate the lives of so many women in our community.

“Here’s to strong women.  May we know them.  May we be them.  May we raise 
them.”

With love and gratitude,

Message from the Co-Chairs 

JULIET BURGESS BROOKE LEVY



Strategic. Collaborative. Counsel.
www.theburgesslawgroup.com

Silver Soiree
The Burgess Law Group is proud to sponsor 

the Arizona Foundation for Women’s
25th Anniversary ,

https://www.theburgesslawgroup.com/
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Sheila E.
 Guided by the forces of family, faith, and 
music, Sheila E. has made a name for herself 
as one of the most talented musical icons 
over the decades. With a fearless nature 
and a passion for sharing her gifts with 
others, Sheila truly follows the beat of her 
own drum. She touches the lives of so many, 
with her dynamic music career at the heart 
of everything. Sheila’s eagerness to share 
her music, openness as an author, and fire 
for her ministry make her such a relatable, 
inspirational figure for people of all ages.

Born into a musical family, Sheila Escovedo 
(Sheila E.) has been driven by an inner 
rhythm her entire life. As a young girl, she 
was immersed in the diverse music scenes 
of the Bay Area—influenced and inspired 

by her percussionist father Pete Escovedo; musical uncles Coke Escovedo, Alejandro 
Escovedo, Mario Escovedo, and Javier Escovedo; and godfather Tito Puente. Growing 
up in the Escovedo household, musical instruments were for everyone. “Nobody cared 
as long as you could keep time (or have a good time),” she writes in her memoir, The 
Beat Of My Own Drum.

Before Sheila had language, she had rhythm. When she was 3 years old, she 
developed a love for playing various musical instruments, feeling the most connected 
to the drums and other percussion instruments. Born into an environment filled with 
music, with music running through her veins, Sheila found an inner beat that fueled 
her every move. As a young child, she’d copy the hand movements of her father as he 
played the drums—planting the seed for what would quickly become her life’s passion.

At the age of 5, Sheila gave her first public performance for an audience of 3,000, 
appearing alongside her dad. It was while on that stage playing a drum solo that 
Sheila first realized she was going to be a percussionist. Five decades later, and the 
beat that has always driven her is showing no signs of slowing down. The famous 
drummer, singer, songwriter, author, humanitarian, and icon is following the beat of 
her own drum. She considers music to be the purest form of self-expression and the 
one true love of her life.

SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
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Sheila E.
Sheila E. is a Grammy- and Emmy-nominated musician, author and humanitarian.

She is regarded as the “Queen of Percussion” in reference to her decades long musical 
career, working as a solo artist and with numerous legendary musicians in various 
genres. Sheila E. has been just as instrumental in making meaningful progress on 
gender and racial equity. 

Through her advocacy and awareness surrounding gender inequality in the mu-
sic industry, to being television’s first female musical director (for Magic Johnson’s 
“The Magic Hour”) and her philanthropic work as co-founder of nonprofit Elevate 
Oakland, Sheila E. demonstrates passion for women’s safety, health and economic 
well-being. Furthermore, through the creation of her YouTube show, “Sheila E. TV”, 
she provides a platform for fellow trailblazing women who have made significant 
impacts in their fields.

Sheila E.’s musical career has earned her accolades that include: the Latin Grammy 
Lifetime Achievement Award, which she was awarded alongside her father in 2021; 
two Primetime Emmy nominations and four Grammy nominations. In 2014, she 
released her memoir, The Beat of My Own Drum, where she bravely shares her 
journey through the music industry and her personal battle overcoming childhood 
abuse. 

“Thank you, Arizona Foundation for Women for honoring me with the Sandra Day 
O’Connor Lifetime Achievement Award, I am humbled and honored. Sandra Day 
O’Connor has always been an inspiration, this is very personal to me. I believe it is 
important for us as women to recognize, acknowledge and uplift each other. AFW’s work 
in research, advocacy and philanthropy does just that and the SHE Counts 
campaign is making a profound impact. Safety, Health and Economic Empowerment are 
powerful tools in creating security, strength and independence.”

- Sheila E.
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 Debbie Nez-Manuel is a longtime community leader and activist. 
Ms. Nez-Manuel is a profoundly impactful advocate for people of 
color in urban, rural, and remote communities around Arizona. 

She has extensive experience and expertise in mobilizing citizens 
into deep and meaningful community engagement. Ms. Nez-
Manuel grew up on the Navajo Nation in northern Arizona and 
has lived in the Phoenix metro area for three decades. She has 

had a successful career with Casey Family Programs in their partnership with Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. 

Ms. Nez-Manuel has a comprehensive and exceptional understanding of the 
complexities surrounding the victimization of Native American women and girls. She 
was instrumental to the unanimous passage in the Arizona Senate and House of HB 
2570, monumental legislation establishing a 21-member Study Committee on Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. The bill was the first of its kind in the 
nation, and other states are following suit. 

The election of Ms. Nez-Manuel in the Democratic party in January 2020 was a 
historic milestone for the Arizona Democratic Party as she became its first Indigenous 
National Committee Person. 

Debbie is Tséníjíkiní – a 
Navajo clan also known 
as the Cliff Dweller 
People. She is born 
for the Tsénahabiłnii, 
Sleepy Rock People. Her 
maternal grandchild of the 
Tsi’naajinii, Black Streaked 
Forest People and the 
paternal granddaughter 
to the Tábąąhí, Waters 
Edge People. Debbie Nez-Manuel originates from the Navajo Nation and grew 
up in Klagetoh Arizona. Today Debbie resides with her children in the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

Debbie Nez-Manuel

2022 VOICE OF WOMEN AWARD
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 Candace Lew is a medical doctor of obstetrics 
and gynecology and a leading public health 
professional. 

She has over 25 years of experience in 
domestic and international activities related 
to reproductive and maternal health, 

contraception and community mobilization.  

After many years of a successful OB-GYN practice, Candace 
returned to Johns Hopkins to earn an MPH in Public Health.  

Not content to ensure maternal health equity only in Arizona, 
Dr. Lew spent the next many years traveling around the world 
to deliver family planning services, and training frontline clinical 
workers in lesser developed countries where they have not yet 
gotten the message that SHE Counts!®

Candace Lew, MD

2022 MARILYN R. SEYMANN AWARD
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SHE COUNTS!
SOUTHWEST AIRLINES
ANONYMOUS FAMILY

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT
THE HERBERGER FOUNDATION

THE FRANSWAY FAMILY

SAFETY
ARIZONA ALLERGY ASSOCIATES-

 DRS. RADHA & RAHUL RISHI

THE BURGESS LAW GROUP

CANDACE LEW, MD

DONNA JOHNSON & LEA WERNER 

Silver Soirée Sponsors
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ANNA KARIOTOGLOU & 
SARAH WOLFSWINKEL

ARIZONA COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION

BAXTER FAMILY - IN MEMORY OF
KAREN & KENDRA BAXTER

BURCH & CRACCHIOLO, P.A.

CITY OF PHOENIX PUBLIC WORKS

CITY OF PHOENIX WATER SERVICES

CLAUDIA KRETCHMER

CONCORD GENERAL
CONTRACTING

CREATIONS

DARA SILVERSTEIN & 
JONATHAN COHEN

DEBBIE NEZ-MANUEL

DIGNITY HEALTH

ERNST & YOUNG

FORESIGHT FOUNDATION FOR 
ECONOMIC EQUITY

GLASSMAN & SOUCCAR

JACOBS & COHEN

JANEL GLYNN & EMILY CRAIGER

JPMORGAN CHASE

LESLIE FELDMAN & 
EMILY LEVKOWITZ

LESLIE LEHR LIVING

MARILYN R. SEYMANN

MAUREEN BUSSOLETTI

MEL CONANT & KAREN BENDOK

MONICA LINDSTROM

 MORRISON INSTITUTE FOR 
PUBLIC POLICY

PHOENIX CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
FOUNDATION

RACHEL FRAZIER JOHNSON LAW

SHANNON MISHKIN

SONAL HAERTER

SUSAN THRASHER, MD, PHD

TENIQUA BROUGHTON

UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX

VALERIE PARZYCH & KATRINA
BARRETT - IN HONOR OF 

STEFANIE LAYTON

WONDER WENDY FARRELL &
KHAMSONE SIRIMANIVONG

YOUR PART-TIME  CONTROLLER

Silver Soirée Table Hosts
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Donors 
Amy Atelier

Arizona Cardinals

Arizona Coyotes

Arizona Diamondbacks

BabyLux

Biltmore Nail Bar

Boulders Resort & Spa

Brooke Levy

buybuy BABY

Canyon Gateway- Grand               

Canyon RV Park

Claudia Kretchmer

Colleen Katz

CoQua

Creations

Danielle Speisman

Daryl & Corinne Berger

Dr. Rick Dentistry

Drybar Arizona

Festively Styed

Flowers by Mel

Fox Restaurant Concepts

Fred Astaire Dance Studio of          

Paradise Valley

Gifted Bamidbar

Harmony Boards

Herberger Theater Center

Hickey Family Foundation

High Fire Arts

Hilton Hawaiian Village

House Brasserie

Hydrate IV Bar

Dr. Jacalyn Askin

Jo Malone London Boutique         
Scottsdale Fashion Square

Ken’s Nails

Khamsone Sirimanivong

Kim Hartmann

Knik Knak Decor

A - K
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Donors 
Lisa Moore Beauty

Lea & Lou Werner

Leslie Lehr Living 

MacKenzie-Childs

Mae & Marie

MaryAnn Richardson

Mazor Collective 

Mesha Davis

Molina Fine Jewelers

Neiman Marcus

Nina Gashi

O.C.D. AZ

Pam Brown Jewelry

Phoenix Men’s Health Center

Rachel Frazier Johnson

Rena Speisman

Rich D. Fairbourn

Ryan M

Sanctuary Resort & Spa

Scott Conant

Sheila E.

shiralign

Southwest Airlines

Spectrum Dermatology

Spiritual Gangster

Steven Kretchmer Fine Jewelry

Susan Filan

The Americano

The Burgess Law Group

The Capital Grille

The Herb Box

The Housewarming Project

Tom Kaminsky

Tommy Bahama Scottsdale

TopGolf Gilbert

Wellements

Whisked Away Cooking School

Wines for Humanity

L - Z
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Special Acknowledgements
Arizona Community 
Foundation 

Auction & Event 
Services

AZ Flower Market

Billie Jo Herberger

Briana Ustymovych

Brooke Levy

Carey Peña

Chateau Luxe

Claudia Kretchmer, 
Steven Kretchmer Fine 
Jewelry

Dreiseszun Family 
Foundation

Fred Astaire Dance 
Studio of Paradise 
Valley
Frontdoors Media/ AZ 
Red Book

Heather Jenkins & 
Janina Aponte-Jenkins

HJ Trophies

Igor Ustymovych

Ineffable LLC

J. White

Juliet Burgess

Ksenia Kashkina

Letitia Frye

Monica Lindstrom

Photos by Elena & Jim

Pictures in Pixels- 
Colleen Katz

Premier Nightlife

Ronald Jones Band

Tony Nuñez

United Parking Systems 
LLC.

Wendi Sorenson
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JACALYN ASKIN, PHD
Owner, Askin Consulting

BELINDA BARCLAY-WHITE, MD
Board Certified Radiologist

JULIET BURGESS
Founding Attorney, The Burgess Law Group

MAUREEN BUSSOLETTI, CHAIR
Former Senior Vice President, American Express

TRACY DESOTO
Director, Financial Services Content & 
Implementation, University of Phoenix

RACHEL FRAZIER JOHNSON
Founder & Managing Attorney, 
Rachel Frazier Johnson Law

LORA GOLKE                                                                   
Senior Director, Development & Donor 
Engagement, Arizona Community Foundation

MONICA LINDSTROM
Chandler Municipal Court Judge

RASHERYL MCCREARY                                              
CEO, TAO Leadership Development, Inc

DEANNA PETERSON, CPA                               
Manager, Your Part-Time Controller, LLC

YVETTE ROEDER
Community Engagement & Continuous 
Improvement Projects Administrator, Phoenix 
Street Transportation Department

KYLA QUINTERO, TREASURER
Chief Financial Officer, Arizona Community 
Foundation

ANNABELLE SALCEDO
Market Director- Banking, JPMorgan Chase

BARBARA SCHIFANO
Director, Learning and Development , University of 
Phoenix

MARILYN R. SEYMANN, PHD
Founder, Arizona Foundation for Women

MICHAEL STRATI
Executive Advisor, Culture Index

LAURIE TAYLOR
Executive Director, Ernst & Young

ANDREA WHITSETT, VICE CHAIR
Director, ASU Morrison Institute for Public Policy

STAFF
JENNIFER CAMANO, CFRE
Planned Giving Director

MEGHAN ADAMS
Operations and Communications Coordinator

MESHA DAVIS
CEO

ELLEN LORD
Donor Relations & Program Director
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AFW LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS

PAULA J. ADKINS

AETNA, INC.

MARGIE ALBERT

KATHRYN M. BAKER

ANN BITTERS

DEBORAH CARSTENS

LILLIAN CASEY

KATHY COFFMAN

RUSTY FOLEY

JOYCE HAVER

CAROL M. HEBETS

JEANNE L. HERBERGER

JOY M. JOHNSON

COLLEEN LENIHAN

HOPE LEVIN

DR. CLARA LOVETT

KAREN LOWE

CINDI NANNETTI 

LOUISE MENK

PATTI NAUGHTON 

SARA O’MEARA

MARTHA OSTROM

M. VIRGINIA PERRY

LINDA POPE

PATRICIA REFO

ELAINE RALLS

CONNIE ROBINSON

WILLIAM AND DORIS SCHLACTER 

CATHY SERIE

MARILYN R. SEYMANN

LAUREL STOIMENOFF

MARGIE TRAYLOR

PATRICIA WHITE

MARY ANN WILCOX 

MESHA DAVIS 

MAUREEN BUSSOLETTI

STEPHANIE ROLDAN

CYNTHIA WRASMAN

ELISA DE LA VARA

KIM HARTMANN

DORETTA THOMAS

SUSAN THRASHER

Founding Members

Recent Members
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AFW Recent Grantees

2021 GRANT CYCLE

2015 - 2020 GRANT AWARDEES

ALICE’S PLACE

DEFENDERS OF CHILDREN

DRESS FOR SUCCESS PHOENIX

TELEVERDE FOUNDATION

WOMEN’S HEALTH COALITION OF ARIZONA

Since 1995, AFW has granted over $3 million to local women- 
serving nonprofits across Arizona.

ALICE’S PLACE

ARIZONA ANTI-TRAFFICKING NETWORK

ALWAYS AZ

A NEW LEAF

AROUET FOUNDATION

AWEE

YWCA

COALITION OF BLACKS AGAINST 

BREAST CANCER

DIGNITY HOUSE

FLORENCE CRITTENTON

GIRL SCOUTS OF SOUTHERN AZ

HELPING HANDS FOR SINGLE MOMS

HOMEWARD BOUND

HOUSING SOLUTIONS OF NORTHERN AZ

IMPACT ONE BREAST CANCER      

FOUNDATION

JEWISH FAMILY & CHILDREN’S SERVICE

LIVE & LEARN

MAGGIE’S PLACE

NATIVE AMERICAN CONNECTIONS

NEW PATHWAYS FOR YOUTH

O’CONNOR HOUSE

PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF AZ

PRESCOTT AREA SHELTER SERVICES

SOJOURNER CENTER

TIME OUT

TUMBLEWEED

WOMEN’S HEALTH COALITON OF AZ
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IN MEMORIAM

JOHN O. WHITEMAN

1940 - May 30, 2019

John was a strong supporter of AFW’s mission over the years and we 
are grateful for all of his many contributions to the state of Arizona. 

He and his wife Betty have been long time advocates for the safety, 
health and economic empowerment of women.

JUDD HERBERGER
July 13, 1942 - October 27, 2021

Judd is best known for his ardent support of the arts here in Arizona 
however his generosity and legacy extends to many causes, including 
AFW.

Along with his wife Billie Jo, Judd was an ardent supporter of our mission 
and his presence is greatly missed by our community.

PATRICK BERTENSHAW

March 26, 1968 - August 5, 2021

We were extremely privileged to have Pat as a dedicated AFW 
member and volunteer on our Professional Advisors Committee.

Pat fully embodied the AFW mission and gave back by helping 
women prepare for and navigate difficult financial situations, 
such as becoming suddenly single, and by growing many women’s 

organizations through his business, Bertenshaw Wealth Management.

Arizona Foundation for Women would like to celebrate the life and 
work of the following supporters who we have lost in recent years.

Their legacies continue on through our work and the many other lives 
they have touched. 



Past Honorees
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1997 | HONORABLE SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR
Sandra Day O’Connor, the first woman named to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, has made history through her appointment, breaking the 
ultimate “glass ceiling” in the legal profession. She has forever 
shattered the idea that women were not qualified to serve on the 
nation’s highest court – and by her role model, further opened the door  

            for women at all levels of the legal profession.

1998 | ELIZABETH DOLE
Elizabeth Dole, former director of the American Red Cross, began 
her career as a U.S. public official during the Johnson administration. 
In January 1999, she announced her candidacy for the Republican 
presidential nomination in the 2000 election. Despite withdrawing 
from the race before the primaries began, Mrs. Dole made a powerful 
statement to the world about the strength of women in politics.

1999 | TIPPER GORE
As an advocate for family issues and a champion for the homeless and 
mentally ill, Mrs. Gore’s commitment to mending tattered families 
makes her one of our most sympathetic national nurturers. Mrs. Gore is 
a devoted mother of four children and wife of former Vice President Al 
Gore. She is recognized throughout the world as a champion and   

            advocate on behalf of families, women and children.

Past  Honorees
Sandra Day O’Connor Lifetime Achievement Award

The Sandra Day O’Connor Lifetime Achievement Award is given 
annually to a woman who has distinguished herself through her 
leadership and contributions to society through her lifetime achieve-
ments and work specifically benefitting women and families. The first 
award was presented at the first annual Awards Luncheon 
in 1997.
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2000 | MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN
Marian Wright Edelman, civil rights activist and founder of the Children’s 
Defense Fund (CDF), has dedicated her life to helping those in need. She 
founded CDF in the 1970s to apply pressure on the federal government 
to help poor children and to coordinate nationwide activities to help 
children. Mrs. Edelman continues her advocacy today, focusing on Head  

            Start,  health care, and support for homeless children.

2001 | ERIN BROCKOVICH
Erin Brockovich, the crusading paralegal whose story was made into a 
hit movie, is a stellar example of how one woman can make a world of 
difference. As a single mother struggling to support her three children, 
Ms. Brockovich took a job as a file clerk, which led to her investigation 
of a toxic leak that devastated the health of an entire community. Her  
persistence resulted in the largest direct action lawsuit of its kind, paying  

            $333 million to more than 600 people.

2002 | BARBARA BUSH
Rarely has a First Lady been greeted by the American people with 
the warmth accorded to “everybody’s grandmother,” Barbara Bush. 
A strong advocate of volunteerism, Mrs. Bush helped many causes – 
including children’s issues, the homeless, AIDS, the elderly, and school 
volunteer programs. She is also the Honorary Chairman of the Barbara 
Bush Foundation for Family Literacy.

2003 | SALLY RIDE
Sally Ride soared higher than any other woman as the first female 
American astronaut. She spent 10 years in the corps, flying on the 7th 
and 13th Shuttle flights. After the 1986 Challenger disaster, Ms. Ride 
moved to Washington, D.C., as part of the presidential investigation 
commission. Before her death in 2012, she founded Imaginary Lines, 
which is devoted to encouraging girls to pursue the fields of math,   

                        science and engineering.

SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Past Honorees
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2004 | YVONNE FEDDERSON AND SARA O’MEARA
These two dynamic women are not only co-founders of 
Childhelp USA, a nonprofit organization dedicated to the 
treatment, prevention and research of child abuse and 
neglect, but they are also best friends. Ms. Fedderson and 
Ms. O’Meara have dedicated their lives to their work for   

   children. They have received a national Lifetime   
   Achievement Award from President George W. Bush and  
   First Lady Laura Bush and a nomination for the 2005  
   Nobel Peace Prize.

2005 | PAT MITCHELL

Under Ms. Mitchell’s leadership from 2000 to 2006, the Public 
Broadcasting Service (PBS) energized and rejuvenated its programming 
and strengthened its commitment to serve the American public. 
Ms. Mitchell expanded PBS’ public affairs offerings and renewed its 
commitment to education through daily shows such as Sesame   

             Street  and Reading Rainbow, enhanced teacher resources,   
             curriculum and literary initiatives.

2006 | MARLO THOMAS
As an actress, producer, author and social activist, Ms. Thomas has 
championed women’s issues throughout her career. She is a founding 
director of the Ms. Foundation for Women and member of the board of 
the National Women’s Political Caucus. Ms. Thomas has dedicated her 
work with St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital to benefit children   

             dealing with catastrophic diseases.

2007 | LAURA BUSH
Mrs. Laura Bush has actively been involved in issues of national and  
global concern, with a particular emphasis on education, healthcare 
and human rights. She has worked tirelessly to call attention to the 
need for schools, teachers and libraries, both in the United States and 
abroad. Through Helping America’s Youth initiative, Mrs. Bush has  

  visited mentoring programs around the country to support young   
                                people becoming strong, productive adults.

SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Past Honorees
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2008 | JANET NAPOLITANO
Janet Napolitano, former Arizona Governor and U.S. Director of 
Homeland Security in the Obama Administration, worked tirelessly  
on behalf of Arizona’s women and children in her role as our state’s 
top public leader. One of her top accomplishments for women was to 
create public funding to address the domestic violence “turn away”  

            problem throughout the state.

2009 | MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT
Dr. Albright served our nation as Secretary of State with dedication to 
the pursuit of democratic ideals and human rights. Her illustrious career 
has included numerous roles, from the United Nations to the State 
Department and beyond. Dr. Albright has worked to achieve greater 
global understanding and to secure human rights so that our world is  

            safer,  more civil, and secure.

2010 | ANDREA JUNG
Ms. Jung has used her visibility as the first female CEO of Avon to 
better the standing of women in all walks of life. Due to her personal 
commitment to addressing domestic violence and the terrible toll it 
takes, Avon has donated more than $16 million to end violence against 
women, and has launched an international initiative on justice for 
women and girls.

2011 | BILLIE JEAN KING
Named one of the “100 Most Important Americans of the 20th 
Century” by Life Magazine, and a 2009 recipient of the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, Ms. King, an international tennis superstar, has 
long been a tireless pioneer for social justice. Known for boldly breaking
down barriers, she is recognized for spearheading the women’s   

           movement in tennis and for her lifelong pursuit of equality in sports and  
           in life.
 

SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Past  Honorees
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2012 | FRANCES HESSELBEIN
Frances Hesselbein is a shining beacon honored many times over for her 
service as a pioneer for women, volunteerism, diversity and opportunity. 
As president and CEO of the Frances Hesselbein Leadership Institute 
(formerly the Peter F. Drucker Foundation for Nonprofit Management) 
and CEO of the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., she has been honored with a  

     Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Bill Clinton and two   
                       Presidential Commissions on National and Community Service by    
     President George H. W. Bush.

2013 | GOLDIE HAWN
Actress Goldie Hawn has dedicated much of her life to improving the 
well-being of women and children. Through The Hawn Foundation and 
its signature program, MindUP™, Ms. Hawn has helped equip children 
and educators with the emotional literacy skills they need to navigate 
the challenges of the world. Her dedication to helping children lead        

     smarter, healthier and happier lives compelled Ms. Hawn to author 
     several best selling books to inspire children and parents alike.

2014 | MARILYN CARLSON NELSON
Marilyn Carlson Nelson, who is former chairman and chief executive 
officer of Carlson, a global travel and hospitality company, has 
appeared on Forbes magazine’s list as one of “The World’s 100 Most 
Powerful Women” and one of “America’s Best Leaders,” according to 
U.S. News & World Report. Under her leadership, Ms. Nelson’s   

          company was the first major North American travel company to take a   
                        stand against the sexual exploitation of children in the tourism industry. 

2015 | CINDY HENSLEY MCCAIN
Cindy Hensley McCain has dedicated her life to improving the lives 
of those less fortunate, both in the U.S. and around the world. As 
co-chair of the Arizona Governor’s Council on human trafficking and 
on the McCain Institute’s Human Trafficking Advisory Council, she is 
dedicated to reducing this worldwide epidemic and improving the lives  

         of victims.

SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Past Honorees
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2016 | MARIA SHRIVER
Mother of four. Peabody- and Emmy-winning journalist and 
producer. Six-time New York Times best-selling author. NBC News 
Special Anchor. Women’s advocate. Alzheimer’s activist. Voice for 
the voiceless. Maria Shriver has long been a champion for women’s 
empowerment, economic entrepreneurship and social justice, 

            while also lending her voice as an advocate on behalf of the poor,   
            the intellectually disabled and families struggling with Alzheimer’s.

2018 | ASHLEY JUDD
Having won major acting awards worldwide, Judd demonstrates her 
range in a variety of genres and is a proven box office draw. Judd 
serves on the Advisory Boards of International Center for Research 
on Women, Apne Aap Worldwide, and Demand Abolition. In 2018, 
Judd was named one of TIME Magazine’s  Person of The Year for her 
activism and leadership in the feminist movement.

2019 | SOLEDAD O’BRIEN
 Soledad O’Brien is an award-winning journalist, speaker, author 
and philanthropist. O’Brien also reports for HBO Real Sports, 
the PBS NewsHour, WebMD and has authored two books. She 
was won numerous awards, including three Emmys, the George 
Peabody award, an Alfred I DuPont prize and the Gracie. Newsweek 

Magazine named her one of the “15 People Who Make America Great.” With her 
husband, she is founder of the PowHERful  Foundation that helps young women 
get to and through college.

2020 | GRETCHEN CARLSON
Journalist, author, and empowerment advocate Gretchen Carlson 
paved the way for the #MeToo movement, with her historic 2016 
sexual harassment complaint against the chairman of Fox News, 
Roger Ailes. Named one of Time Magazine’s “100 Most Influential 
People in the World,” Carlson is one of America’s most successful 

news anchors, as well as a globally recognized advocate for female empowerment, 
with her TED Talk on the subject garnering almost 2 million views.  She is also the 
celebrated author of the New York Times bestseller “Be Fierce.”



VOICE OF WOMEN AWARD
PAST HONOREES

In recognition of people who have demonstrated their ability to inform 
the world about women’s issues. These award recipients have made 
education and knowledge accessible, with responsibility and action.

 2003: Lesley Jane Seymour
 2004: Carole Black
 2005: Eve Ensler
 2006: Sally Field
 2007: Elizabeth Lee Vliet, M.D.
 2008: Anna Deveare Smith
 2009: Victoria Rowell
2010:    Téa Leoni
2011:     Eileen Fisher

 2012: Barbara Barrett
 2013: Ernie Allen
 2014: Ambassador Swanee Hunt
 2015: Linda Smith
 2016: Bruce Arians
  2018:  Dr. Jen Welter
  2019:  Tom Donahue
  2020: Christi Paul

MARILYN R. SEYMANN AWARD 
PAST HONOREES

In recognition of women who have turned their vision for 
improving the lives of others into a reality. Created in honor
 of Dr. Marilyn Seymann, who founded Arizona Foundation 

for Women in 1995.

2002:  Marilyn R. Seymann
2003:  Cramer-Krasselt
2004:  Linda Pope
2005:  Patti Naughton
2006:  Deb Carstens
2007:  MonaLou Callery
2008:  Jeannie Herberger
2009:  Ruth McGregor
2010:   Diane Halle

 2011: Chris Bray
 2012: Tamara Woodbury
 2013: Missy Anderson
 2014: Michelle King Robson
 2015: Justice Rebecca White Berch
 2016: Kendis Key Muscheid
  2018: Dr. Ken Snyder
  2019: Kim Hartmann
  2020: Barbara L. Strachan
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Here’s to strong 
women.

May we be them.
May we know them.
May we raise them.
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ELEVATE THE POWER AND POTENTIAL 
OF ARIZONA WOMEN TODAY. 

BECOME A MEMBER OF ARIZONA 
FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN.

If you’re looking to continue supporting Arizona 
women and be involved year-round after the event 
ends, please consider joining our mission-focused 

membership program.

No matter who you are, your investment — small or 
large — changes what is possible for women, our 

community, and future generations.

CLICK HERE TO JOIN NOW!

https://www.azfw.org/become-a-member


facebook.com/ArizonaFoundationForWomen
twitter.com/shecounts 
instagram.com/azfoundationwomen

2201 East Camelback Road, Suite 405B 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016
602.532.2800

It would be our pleasure to meet with you further and share the many 
ways you can make a difference in elevating the status and success of 
women in Arizona, from volunteer opportunities to sponsorships and 
donations. Please remember to include Arizona Foundation for Women 
in your will and estate plans.

For more information:

CONNECT WITH AFW

CALL 602.532.2800
EMAIL info@azfw.org

AZFW.ORG 
#SHEcountsAZ


