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ON THE BOOKSHELF
One for You, One for
Them
The Parents’ Guide to Specific
Learning Difficulties by Veronica
Bidwell is packed full of advice and
practical strategies for parents and
educators supporting children with
SpLDs. £13.99 Jessica Kingsley Publishers

NEW KIDS
ON THE BLOCK

Curious kids will love My Encyclopedia of
Very Important Things. Learn everything from
where animals live, to the way to say “hello” and
“goodbye” in different countries. Ages 4+
£14.99 Dorling Kindersley

Eton/Oxbridge educated, charming,
better connected than almost anyone
you know, Oppidan Education are the
Sharky & George of private tuition/
consultancy, though they like to be
called ‘mentors’. Having received rave
reviews for their holiday programmes
at the Peligoni Club and been testing
a summer school over the holidays –
teaching, cooking, exploring, creating
– expect them to be big news in the
coming year. oppidaneducation.com

SPACESAVER
One for home rather than
school but so ingenious, we
had to include it here. Simply
screw the Scooterpeg into
the wall of your hall and hang
your scooter on. Out of the
way, a clutter-free floor and
the scooter deck even becomes a shelf for shoes or helmet.
£9.95 cscooterpeg.co.uk
School News continues overleaf...

Help Paying School Fees By Suzie Skipper
Back to School September often means a huge amount of financial juggling for many parents. With school fees having quadrupled in the last
25 years, it's worth being savvy about how to manage the cost of privately educating your children.
Pre-payment
You can cut costs by making a lump sum
payment against school fees. Low interest
rates have lessened the economic benefits but
many schools do operate a ‘fees in advance
scheme’. Just remember: the longer ahead you
pay, the better the deal. And make sure you
can get your funds back if your child changes
schools or has to leave for any reason.
Budgeting Schemes
Some schools allow parents to pay monthly
rather than termly, which makes budgeting
and cash-flow much easier. You will usually be
charged a small fee.
There aren’t many other options out there
for short-term lending other than bank loans
and credit cards. Orchard Funding has launched
a bespoke School Fees Funding product that
allows you to spread the cost of school fees
without involving the school.
“We pay the fees termly and collect monthly
direct debit from the parent. And if the parent
gets into a situation where they can’t afford
the payments we’re a responsible lender and
will work something out such as elongating the
terms to make the payments more affordable,”

says CEO Ravi Takhar.
For a loan of £17,000 Orchard Funding
would charge £357 – a flat rate of 2.10%.
“We believe alternative forms of credit over
a 12-month period, which are not related to
school fees, could cost nearer
e £1,500–2,000
based on credit card
d rates,” says Chris Meyer,
Chief of Sales.

Bursaries & Scholarships
Many of the big public schools were originally
set up as charitable institutions to give less
affluent children access to education and they
still do so today. According to the Independent
Schools Council 2015 Census, 33% of pupils
at member schools – a total of 167,798 pupils
– currently receive financial help from their

school with a total value of over £800 million.
Bursaries vary enormously and can go up to
100% in some cases. “Some schools prefer to
give a number of children a 10% reduction in
fees while others will give a full bursary to one
family,” says Shari Lord, Senior Administrator
with The Good Schools Guide.
If your child is particularly gifted at
something – usually academic, sports, music,
or art – there may be a scholarship he or she
could apply for which may reduce fees. Most
scholarships are between 10–20% but can
go up to 50%. It’s worth looking around as
there are some unusual ones around including
squash, chess or even a sixth-form vegetarian
scholarship!
The Good Schools Education Consultants
will research possible fee assistance specific to
your child for a small fee.
Sibling discounts
Do ask about sibling discounts especially if
you’ve three or more children. Discounts can
range between 5–10%.
orchardfunding.co.uk
goodschoolsguide.co.uk
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