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For years, the District of Columbia has fought to close a series of disparities in our community: the achievement gap 
facing low-income students, dramatic income inequality, and divergent health outcomes along racial lines. While progress 
has been made in these areas, one fundamental gap underlies and reinforces these divides: unequal access to healthy, 
affordable food. 
 
Quality nutrition helps children learn, parents perform at work, and retired seniors stay in their homes. In the past decade, 
DC's homegrown solutions to food insecurity and diet-related disease have established this city as a national 
leader on these issues. Thanks to local nonprofits and District leadership, farmers’ markets now serve every ward of the 
city, low-income parents can receive fresh produce when picking their children up from school, healthy food is available on 
corner store shelves, and thousands of kids can access free meals all summer long. Together, we've achieved significant 
successes – but now those victories are under threat. 
 
With looming cuts to essential Federal programs, including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and 
continued attacks on the Affordable Care Act and its emphasis on preventive health, our local food access programs 
have never been more critical. The District has a unique opportunity to cement its position as a leader on food access 
issues in ways that enhance public health, support our local economy, promote student achievement, and stabilize 
low-income households. 
 
In October, when hundreds of District residents, along with members of Council and the Mayor’s office, rallied in Ward 8 in 
support of our local food access programs, they proved that food isn’t just fuel for bodies. How we feed our city reflects 
our DC values, and we call on you to support the following measures in 2018: 

 
➢ Protect the following programs and services: 

● Maintain $825,000 in the Community Health Administration’s budget and $150,000 
in the HAHSTA budget for medically-tailored food and nutrition services for those 
too ill to procure or prepare their own food. 
Food & Friends provides home-delivered, medically-tailored meals in conjunction with 
nutrition counseling to those living with cancer, HIV/AIDS, diabetes, and other chronic 
illnesses. 
 

● Maintain $1.2 Million for the Produce Plus Program, which provides healthy food 
access at farmers markets for residents receiving SNAP, WIC, TANF, SSI Disability, 
Medicare QMB and Medicaid.  In addition to being a food access tool, Produce Plus has 
also been effective in securing new farmers markets east of the river. 
 

● Maintain $1.3 million in the Department of Human Services’ budget for the funding 
of the SNAP Expansion Act of 2014, which raised the minimum SNAP benefit from 
$16 to $30. 

The Act is an important policy that strengthens SNAP; many residents state that the 
federal minimum of $16 is not enough, and many eligible seniors see the low minimum 
benefit level as not worth it to apply. The local supplement helps low-income DC 
residents put more food on the table and helps to improve participation among residents 
who are struggling against hunger. 

➢ Expand these efforts to keep up with community needs: 
● Increase funding for Joyful Markets to $1.5 million 

 



 

Joyful Food Markets are healthy grocery markets that “pop up” monthly in elementary 
school in Wards 7 and 8. Students, their families, school staff, and volunteers select 
healthy pantry staples and fresh produce while chef educators engage children in 
activities designed to promote healthy habits and nutrition education.  A 10% increase in 
funding will allow the program to expand from 39 to all 49 elementary schools in Wards 7 
and 8, making it available to 14,000 families while we continue to find ways to use JFM 
data and community feedback to create systemic change in the food system. 
 

● Expand the successful Healthy Corner Stores Partnership Program by increasing 
its budget from $250,000 to $500,000. This expansion will allow DC Central Kitchen to 
equip corner stores in underserved communities to stock greater quantities and wider 
varieties of fresh, nutritious grocery options, becoming consistent and robust access 
points for healthy food. Pairing expanded produce displays with creative incentives, 
intensive business assistance, and consumer outreach and education activities will 
empower these small businesses to help close DC’s food access gaps while making 
healthy choices easier and more affordable for SNAP customers and other 
under-resourced households. 
 

● Increase funding for the Produce Rx Program to $500,000. The Produce Rx Program 
allows doctors to write produce prescriptions for food insecure patients suffering from 
diet-related chronic illnesses.  Formerly a farmers market program, as of 2018 these 
prescriptions can be filled at Giant Foods in Ward 8.  More Giant stores will be added as 
redemption sites in 2019.  Over the past 6 years, this program has shown positive 
impacts on patient health, and has been an effective tool for patient retention at clinics. 

 
➢ Lead the way on food access issues with innovative new solutions: 

● Explore technology solutions to closing the “grocery gap” Through strategic 
partnerships, the District can make home-delivered groceries a possibility for customers 
using SNAP in 2019.  We encourage District leadership to invest time and necessary 
resources to ensure that all households can access food, regardless of whether a brick 
and mortar store is in their neighborhood.  

 
➢ Maximize Federal dollars: 

● Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) provides up to three meals a day for 
children age 18 and younger living in homeless shelters. The District should ensure that 
the transition to Ward-based homeless shelters for families maximizes this federal 
benefit. 

 
● Elderly Simplified Application for SNAP (ESAP) seeks to increase participation in 

SNAP among elderly, low-income DC residents by streamlining the application and 
certification process. Currently, only half of eligible seniors receive SNAP benefits a key 
to reducing food insecurity. An ESAP waiver will streamline the application, certification, 
and recertification processes. 

 
● Seamless Summer Meals offers a streamlined approach to DC’s highly ranked Free 

Summer Meals Program by allowing schools to continue the same meal service rules and 
claiming procedures year round creating even better access to nutritious meals for DC’s 
youth during the summer months. 

 


