


Dear Friends,

It is our great pleasure to invite you to enter the inaugural National Cannabis 
Championship (NCC), an  event celebrating and educating the community 
about good cannabis cultivation. Through the Championship’s testing 
process, judging, and awards ceremony, we hope to accomplish three goals:

★ Celebrate east coast cannabis & hemp cultivators 
★ Educate the community about cannabis consumer safety and best 

growing practices
★ Prepare cannabis enthusiasts and patients with information to 

advocate for legal home grow in states that still carry restrictions

Most of all, we want to celebrate great cannabis! Starting in the months 
leading up to NCC, we are hosting a series of live events and sharing online 
content so our fans can learn from home and commercial cultivation experts 
about best growing practices, breeding, genetics, and of course, what our 
esteemed judges are looking for in their quest for the mid-Atlantic’s best bud.

We can’t wait to highlight the best mid-Atlantic region home cultivators in 
states where homegrow is legal (Washington, D.C. and Virginia), and 
celebrate the “Right to Grow”. We’re also excited to share information with 
residents in states that continue to restrict the right to grow (we’re looking at 
you Maryland, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania!) so they can advocate for 
better policies.

Keep reading for everything you need to know about being part of the 
National Cannabis Championship.

SIncerely,

Caroline Phillips, Kathryn Rust
& the NCF Team

https://nationalcannabisfestival.com/ncc-entry-form


Awards Show: Sunday, April 24, 2022

ECHOSTAGE
2135 Queens Chapel Rd NE, 

Washington, DC 20018
1pm-4pm

*Early-entry doors open at 11am



NCC is open to homegrown THC Flower entries from Washington, D.C. and Virginia, and 
flower, topical and edible Hemp entries from the Mid-Atlantic states of New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and Washington 
D.C.

Some day, we hope to welcome THC submissions from our neighbors in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and across the United States, but due to restrictive state 
laws, we are unable to welcome them into the contest at this time. 

If you live in Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, or another state that restricts 
homegrowing, and you’d like to see that change, please contact your state 
representatives and let them know that it’s time for “The Right to Grow”.

★ For specific information on the Virginia’s home cultivation laws please see: 
Virginia

★ For specific information on the Washington, D.C.’s  home cultivation laws please 
see: DC

★ To fInd your current State’s home grow laws, click here.

https://nationalcannabisfestival.com/ncc-entry-form
https://nationalcannabisfestival.com/ncc-entry-form
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://norml.org/laws/medical-laws/virginia-medical-marijuana-law/
https://norml.org/laws/district-of-columbia-penalties/
https://norml.org/laws/


HOW TO ENTER & PAY:
1. Read all Official Rules & Guidelines.
2. As soon as possible, secure your entry spot by completing the NCC 

ENTRY FORM.
3. A Championship Coordinator will review your registration and once  

accepted, you will be sent final instructions including payment and 
how to setup your PRODUCT ENTRY APPOINTMENT or Mail-In 
Submissions for HEMP ONLY categories.  

Visit the FAQ page for more information about NCC ENTRY APPOINTMENTS 
and information about the Mail-In Submission process for HEMP ONLY 
categories.  

Please note: Each individual entry requires a separate registration & fee.

ENTRY FEE: 
The entry fee for the National Cannabis Championship ($190.00 for THC 
Flower Categories & $145.00 for all Hemp Categories) includes your 
Early-Entry 2-day ticket to attend the National Cannabis Festival and the 
National Cannabis Championship. 
 

For all Categories the entry fee covers cost of:

★ Value $95 - 2-Day Early-Entry General Admission Pass for NCF 
and NCC*

★ $50 - Administrative support and judging expenses for THC 
Flower Categories there is an additional fee for Testing:
■ $45- Analytic testing by one of our Testing Partners

*Ticket upgrades are available. Please note that we have a limited number of VIP 
Member Program upgrades available.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cIYtaEzO0IeqykbLQNOL8e588hED2YBM/view?usp=sharing
https://nationalcannabisfestival.com/ncc-entry-form
https://nationalcannabisfestival.com/ncc-entry-form
https://nationalcannabisfestival.com/ncc-faq
https://nationalcannabisfestival.com/vip-memberships
https://nationalcannabisfestival.com/vip-memberships


ENTRY SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
To allow for adequate testing and judging time, all submission entries must 
be received by NCC before Sunday March 20, 2022
 at 5pm.  Please note, for THC & HEMP Categories, PRODUCT ENTRY 
APPOINTMENTS will be limited and scheduled on a first come first serve 
basis.  

Deadline: All submissions must be received by NCC before Sunday March 
20, 2022 5pm

Please visit the FAQ page for answers to your questions and for more 
information about the submission entry deadline.



THC
Great homegrown cannabis can be cultivated anywhere by the highly skilled.  With 
current laws, this year’s THC competition will only be open to VA & DC cultivated flowers. 
After passing the first testing round, judges will be looking for unique cannabinoid and 
terpene profiles, overall appearance, aroma and flavor, as well as the experience when 
consumed.  Please see COMPETITION ROUNDS & SCORING for more information.

THC FLOWERS
THC Flowers category is open to THC Flower submissions grown by residents of Virginia 
and DC ONLY. Entries for this category will only be accepted at your PRODUCT ENTRY 
APPOINTMENT or at the Last Chance Drop-off Event.

State Round
★ Top 5 competitors from the State Round advance to the Finals and receive 2 VIP 

tickets each to the Awards Show
Finals Round
★ 1st Place ($500), 2nd Place ($350), 3rd Place ($150), 2 Runners Up + prizes from our 

partners

HEMP
Hemp, the non-psychoactive variety of cannabis usually producing higher 
concentrations of CBD, has been heralded for its wide variety of medicinal applications. 
Today, Hemp and CBD products are enjoyed in all states and can be found everywhere 
from grocery stores to your grandma’s bedside table. We’re excited to have 3 product 
categories for Hemp this year.  Judges will be looking for unique cannabinoid and 
terpene profiles, overall appearance, aroma and flavor, as well as the experience when 
submission is consumed. See COMPETITION ROUNDS & SCORING for more information. 
Please note ALL Hemp category submissions need to be under the regulated limit of 0.3 
percent of THC on a dried weight basis. 
*Please note that Delta-8 products will NOT be accepted.

HEMP FLOWERS
One of the most popular ways to consume hemp, this category is open to cultivators of 
Hemp Flowers in the Mid-Atlantic States of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and Washington D.C..  Submissions must consist of 
dried Hemp Flowers ONLY. 

★ 1st Place ($250), 2nd Place ($150), 3rd Place ($75), 2 Runners Up + prizes from our 
partners



EDIBLE PRODUCTS
Who doesn’t love a gummy or a tasty chocolate?  Today, hemp edible products can be 
found in all kinds of nibbles and snacks.  This category is open to Hemp Edible Producers 
and their products in the Mid-Atlantic States of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and Washington D.C.  All submissions must 
be properly labeled with ALL ingredients please.

★ 1st Place ($250), 2nd Place ($150), 3rd Place ($75), 2 Runners Up + prizes from our 
partners

TOPICAL PRODUCTS
One of the most effective methods of application, hemp topicals continue to be a 
blossoming category providing relief to athletes and patients alike.  This category is open 
to Hemp Topical Producers and their products in the Mid-Atlantic States of New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and Washington D.C.  
Submissions must be properly labeled with ALL ingredients.

★ 1st Place ($250), 2nd Place ($150), 3rd Place ($75), 2 Runners Up + prizes from our 
partners



First Round: Testing & Analysis
The first round involves three steps:

1. Visual inspection for mold, mildews or foreign residues
2. Olfactory test
3. Cannabinoid profile testing and pass/fail safety analysis

Top qualifying entries selected by NCC Staff advance to a comprehensive 
pass/fail safety analysis by our third party testing partner before being passed 
on to our State judges for blind tasting and experience analysis.

Semi-Finals Round: Best in State Competition Round
The Semi-Finals Round is a blind judging round  in the State where the flower (or 
starting material) was cultivated (DC or Virginia).  The top five competitors from 
each State are ranked and advanced to the Finals Round.

Judging Criteria & Points
★ Unique Name & Genetics - 10 pts
★ Unique Cannabinoid Profile - 20 pts
★ Unique Terpene Profile - 20 pts
★ Overall Appearance - 10 pts
★ Aroma - 10 pts
★ Flavor - 10 pts
★ Experience - 20 pts

Finals Round: Local and Celebrity Judges
This is the Championship Round!  Submissions are blindly judged and ranked by 
our expert and celebrity judging panel.

Judging Criteria & Points
★ Unique Name & Genetics - 10 pts
★ Unique Cannabinoid Profile - 20 pts
★ Unique Terpene Profile - 20 pts
★ Overall Appearance - 10 pts
★ Aroma - 10 pts
★ Flavor - 10 pts
★ Experience - 20 pts



First Round: Comprehensive Testing
This round will be based on a pass/fail safety analysis done so through verification of the 
competitors Certificate of Analysis for their entered product.  For details about testing 
requirements  see the Testing Information &  Requirements section. Please note, any 
submission that does not meet the testing requirement will not proceed to the next 
round of competition.

Finals Round: Local and Celebrity Judges
This is a Championship Round!  Submissions will be blindly judged and ranked by our 
Expert, Local and Celebrity Judging Panel.

Judging Criteria & Points
★ Unique Name & Genetics of Starting Material - 10 pts
★ Unique Cannabinoid Profile - 20 pts
★ Unique Terpene Profile - 20 pts
★ Overall Packaging & Appearance - 10 pts
★ Aroma - 10 pts
★ Flavor - 10 pts
★ Experience - 20 pts



Read below for full details on preparing your entry for submission and other requirements for 
each category. 

Please Note: Failure to adhere to ALL Requirements may result in being disqualified from 
competition.  Additionally, NCF and NCC want to foster a positive community environment. Please 
be respectful towards our staff. Unprofessional or harmful behavior will result in immediate 
disqualification.

ALL THC & HEMP CATEGORY ENTRIES
After you fill out the NCC ENTRY FORM, a Championship Coordinator will be in touch to give final 
entry instructions including how pay for your submission.  NCC will review your entry submission 
and once approved, send you instructions on how schedule your PRODUCT ENTRY APPOINTMENT.

ATTESTATION, & RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS:
★ All contestants must fill out and complete all sections NCC ENTRY FORM, by doing so you 

are attesting that you have read, understand, and will abide by the National Cannabis 
Championship Official Rules & Entry Guidelines during the entire competition.

★ All contestants must provide a government issued photo ID that shows they are at least 21 
years of age at the time of submitting NCC ENTRY FORM & again at their PRODUCT ENTRY 
APPOINTMENT.  

★ All contestants must provide proof of residency when requested during the registration 
process & again at their PRODUCT ENTRY APPOINTMENT.  This proof of residency may not be 
more than 60 days old when presented to NCC.  Additionally, the address and name must 
match the state ID presented by the contestant.  
☆ Acceptable documents: State or Government issued ID (license, medical cannabis 

card - anything that shows state and/or address), utility bill, or any other official 
document deemed eligible by the coordinators of NCC.

CULTIVATION VERIFICATION
★ All THC Entries must provide 3 pictures of their entry at the time of their PRODUCT ENTRY 

APPOINTMENT.  These pictures must taken during the specific times of the flowering phase 
stage of their product listed here:
☆ One picture at the beginning stage of flowering.
☆ One picture in the middle stage of flowering.
☆ One picture at time of harvest.

★ All Hemp Category contestants must provide their Certificate of Analysis for the product 
they will be entering at the time of their PRODUCT ENTRY APPOINTMENT or when the product 
is entered by mail (an option for HEMP CATEGORIES ONLY).



THC and HEMP FLOWER ENTRIES:

After you fill out the NCC ENTRY FORM and have been accepted to compete, 
a Championship Coordinator will be in touch to schedule your PRODUCT 
ENTRY APPOINTMENT.  THC Flower Submissions will ONLY be accepted 
during a PRODUCT ENTRY APPOINTMENT.  

If you are entering a submission in a HEMP Category you also have the 
option to enter your submission by mail. If you choose this option a 
Championship Coordinator will be in contact with you to provide you with 
these instructions.

Packaging Standards for THC & HEMP Flower Category Entries
★ You will be asked to provide 28 grams of dry flower in an airtight 

container(s). Please note, you will not get your storage container or 
any of your submission entry flowers back.

★ During your PRODUCT ENTRY APPOINTMENT, NCC staff will assist you in 
removing approximately 4 grams for testing by our testing partners 
and a beautiful large bud (approximately 2 grams) for display (only 
finalist’s samples will be on display).  NCC will provide the storage 
containers for your samples.

★ The remaining flower will be divided and packaged for judging.

HEMP TOPICALS ENTRIES:

After you fill out the NCC ENTRY FORM and pay for your submission, a 
Championship Coordinator will be in touch to schedule your PRODUCT 
ENTRY APPOINTMENT or send you instructions on how to enter your (HEMP 
ONLY) submission by mail.

Packaging Standards for HEMP Topical Entries
★ You will be asked to provide twelve individual samples of your 

product, each with a minimum weight of 2 fl oz in an airtight 
container.  Please note, you will not get any of these storage 
containers or submission samples back.



HEMP EDIBLES ENTRIES:
After you fill out the NCC ENTRY FORM and pay for your submission, a Championship 
coordinator will be in touch to schedule your PRODUCT ENTRY APPOINTMENTor send you 
instructions on how to enter your submission by mail.

Packaging Standards for HEMP Edible Entries
★ You will be asked to provide twelve individual samples of your product, each 

with a minimum weight of 2 fl oz in an airtight container.  Please note, you will 
not get any of these storage containers or submission samples back.

TESTING INFORMATION & REQUIREMENTS (ALL CATEGORIES)
Testing and lab analysis is a vital part of the Cannabis and Hemp industry as knowing 
what you consume is important for all that enjoy the benefits of Cannabis and Hemp.  
NCC's goal is to promote consumer education as well as safe and best cultivation 
practices.  This goes way beyond knowing the amounts THC & CBD in your products, 
you should feel confident they’ve been cultivated and produced with safety in mind.  
Because of this, all competitors advancing to tasting/experience judging are required 
to either have a Certification of Analysis by a certified ISO-17025 lab (or other such level 
standard lab that must be approved by NCC) or pass the First Round: Testing & 
Analysis requirements including undergo a safety analysis by our third party partner to 
advance on to the next round(s)  in the competition.  

ISO-17025 labs undergo a certification process that ensures they have proven, well 
established experience in providing accurate analysis of cannabis and/or hemp.  For 
information on the standards and specifics on ISO-17025 labs please see the 
International Organization for Standardization website.  For more information on 
Certification of Analysis please visit our FAQs.

https://www.iso.org/ISO-IEC-17025-testing-and-calibration-laboratories.html


To emphasize safety and transparency, NCC is testing THC Flower entries 
who qualify with a third-party testing partner.  

Hemp Category entries submitted to NCC are required to submit a 
Certificate of Analysis.  A Certificate of Analysis is an analytical report of a 
product from an Independent Laboratory.  Only Hemp Category  
competitors that provide a verified  Certificate of Analysis for their 
product will pass the First Round and will be allowed to compete in 
further rounds.  

Please Note: If your submission does not pass the First Round testing & 
analysis, a Championship Coordinator will be contacting you privately to 
share results and answer questions.

Certification of Analysis for All Hemp Categories: General Information
If you are submitting a product in any Hemp Category, there are many 
certified labs to choose from to obtain your Certification of Analysis 
(COA).  To learn more about COAs, we encourage all Cultivators and 
Product Producers to attend our NCC Certification of Analysis Workshop.  
We will be going over what a COA is, why it’s important and where to get 
one.   
For more information about Certification of Analysis, please see our FAQ 
page.  Here are examples of certified two Mid-Atlantic lab options:
★ ECC Test Labs
★ USCannalytics
★ For an extensive list of other accepted labs please the USDA’s Hemp 

Analytical Testing Facilities page.

https://nationalcannabisfestival.com/ncc-faq
https://nationalcannabisfestival.com/ncc-faq
https://www.ecctestlab.com/submitting-a-sample
https://uscannalytics.com/testing-services/hemp-cbd/
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/hemp/dea-laboratories
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/hemp/dea-laboratories


Pesticide & Heavy Metals Analysis
To promote safe and best cultivation practices all submissions will need to attest that 
none of the products listed have been used during the cultivation and/or production of 
the product entered.  Additionally all competitors advancing to tasting/experience 
judging must pass the Pesticide & Heavy Metals analysis portion of testing done by our 
testing partners or have proof of passing this same requirement by a certified lab 
through verification of their submitted product’s Certification of Analysis.  

Submissions that do not pass the Pesticide & Heavy Metals portion of the competition, 
will not be able to compete in any further rounds.  These products can be dangerous to 
consume and NCC requests cultivators who use any products with these ingredients in 
their garden to not enter this competition. The following is a list of examples of Pesticides, 
Plant Growth Regulators (PGRs), and Heavy Metals that can not be used or found in any 
submitted products.



Abamectin Chlofentezine Piperonyl Butoxide Imazalil
Acephate Chlorfenapyr Prallethrin Imidacloprid
Acequinocyl DDVP Propiconazole Kresoxim-methyl
Acetamiprid Diazinon Propoxur Malathion
Aldicarb Dimethoate Pyridaben Metalaxyl
Azoxystrobin Dimethomorph 1 Spinetoram Methiocarb
Bifenazate Dimethomorph 2 Spinosad (A) Methomyl
Bifenthrin Ethoprophos Spinosad (D) Mgk-264 Isomer 1
Boscalid Etofenprox Spiromesifen Mgk-264 Isomer 2
Carbaryl Etoxazole Spirotetramat Myclobutanil
Carbofuran Fenhexamid Spiroxamine Oxamyl
Chlorantraniliprole Fenoxycarb Tebuconazole Paclobutrazol
Chlorfenapyr Fenpyroximate Thiacloprid Permethrin, cis
Cyfluthrin Fipronil Thiamethoxam Permethrin, trans
Cypermethrin Flonicamid Trifloxystrobin Phosmet
Chlorpyrifos Fludioxonil Hexythiazox

HEAVY METALS
Arsenic (Ar), Cadmium (Cd), Mercury (Hg), and Lead (Pb)

PESTICIDES & PGRS



Solvent Residues 
Hemp Edibles and Topicals may sometimes use Hemp Concentrates as a method of 
infusing the medicinal benefits of Hemp into their product.  Residues from Solvent such 
as the ones listed below used to produce Hemp Concentrates may be harmful and are a 
standard part of analysis when obtaining a Certification of Analysis.  Submissions that do 
not pass the Solvent Residue analysis portion of their Certification of Analysis will not 
pass the First Round of competition and will not be able to compete in any further 
rounds.  Below is a list of examples of solvent residues that can not be found in any 
submitted products.  
★ Acetone
★ Acetonitrile Benzene
★ Butane Chloroform
★ Cyclohexane 1,2-Dichloroethane
★ Diethyl ether (ethyl ether)
★ Ethanol Ethyl acetate
★ n-Heptane n-Hexane Methanol
★ Methylene chloride n-Pentane
★ Propane 2-Propanol (isopropanol)
★ Toluene Trichloroethene
★ (trichloroethylene) Total Xylene

Other Reasons for Disqualification
We want NCC to be a fair experience for all of the applicants. For that reason, we must 
adhere to event rules and guidelines equally. See below for a list of infractions that may 
result in disqualification:
★ Improper packaging or labeling
★ Suspicious/unsafe activity 
★ Incorrect sample weight or number of submission samples

NCC CONTEST OFFICIAL RULES

To read the NCC Contest Official Rules, please click here.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cIYtaEzO0IeqykbLQNOL8e588hED2YBM/view?usp=sharing



