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Toronto, January 9, 2021—As COVID-19 infections, related deaths, and clogged ICU’s escalate 
across the country, provinces and regions have begun to either implement or extend a variety of 
restrictive measures on their citizens. The following are the results of a Maru/Blue Public Opinion  
survey that tested support among Canadians for various potential rules that might be extended or 
newly implemented in order to curb the spread of the virus over the next thirty (30) days. The 
measures may be applied by different levels of government and health authorities across the 
Country. As such, the results are reported first generally and then ranked for each province and 
Atlantic Canada in a separate annex.

These are some of the findings of a Maru/Blue Public Opinion Poll conducted among 1,505 
randomly selected Canadian adults in both English and French who are members of Maru/Blue‘s 
Online panel on January 6, 2021 and is considered nationally accurate to within +/- 2.9 
percentage points using a Bayesian Credibility Interval. 

Synopsis of Findings

The number of COVID-19 cases have escalated around the world and numerous 
governments have imposed a series of restrictions on their populations. The following is 
a list of conditions that could be put in place in Canada...

Respondents were asked to indicate if they support or oppose the imposition of the following 
potential lockdown rules that could be implemented now for 30 days. Reported below are the 
results for the support for each (combined very much/somewhat): 

• The Canada/US border remains closed – 89%: Atlantic Canada (96%), followed by Ontario 
(91%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (90%) and Québec (90%), British Columbia (88%), and 
Alberta (79%).

• No person shall be allowed to enter the country by either commercial or private aircraft, 
bus, or train, unless they can provide proof of a negative COVID test taken during the 
previous 72 hours – 89%: Ontario (92%) and Atlantic Canada (92%), followed by Québec 
(90%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (90%), British Columbia (87%), and Alberta (76%).

• All places of worship are closed except for weddings (up to five people) and funeral 
services (up to 20 people). Wakes are not allowed – 79%: Québec (85%), followed by 
Ontario (83%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (78%), British Columbia (75%), Atlantic Canada 
(69%), and Alberta (62%).

Support for Pandemic Lockdown Rules
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• Restaurants, cafes, pubs and bars can only provide takeout – 78%: Ontario (85%), 
followed by Atlantic Canada (83%), Québec (82%), Alberta (73%), 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (70%), and British Columbia (58%).

• Unless essential, all offices are closed – 71%: Ontario (80%) and Québec (80%), 
followed by Atlantic Canada (70%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (57%), and British 
Columbia (55%) and Alberta (55%).

• If vaccinated you must carry a health card verification on you at all times – 71%: 
Atlantic Canada (80%), followed by Québec (76%), Ontario (72%), British Columbia 
(69%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (67%), and Alberta (57%).

• With exceptions for pharmacies and grocery stores, retail outlets will be closed except 
for curb side pickup – 66%: Québec (79%), followed by Ontario (75%), Atlantic Canada 
(58%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (53%), Alberta (47%), and British Columbia (46%).

• People can only leave home for essential reasons such as grocery shopping, getting 
medications, and being vaccinated all – 65%: Québec (74%), followed by Ontario (70%), 
Atlantic Canada (65%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (62%), British Columbia (48%), and 
Alberta (40%).

• Fines up to $10,000 if found to be in violation of any lockdown rules – 64%: Ontario 
(68%), followed by Québec (66%), British Columbia (63%), Atlantic Canada (62%), 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (58%), and Alberta (51%). 

• Nursery, primary and secondary schools will be closed to all but vulnerable pupils and 
the children of essential workers with all learning done online – 63%: Ontario (70%), 
followed by Atlantic Canada (66%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (65%), Québec (59%), 
British Columbia (55%), and Alberta (54%).

• Wearing of a mask everywhere outside of home, even outdoors when walking – 56%: 
Atlantic Canada (67%), followed by Ontario (58%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (56%), 
Québec (55%), British Columbia (53%) and Alberta (46%).

• Skiing and snowboarding activity centres/operations closed – 56%: Atlantic Canada 
(62%), followed by Ontario (59%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (56%) and Québec (56%), 
British Columbia (54%), and Alberta (42%).



MARU/GROUP marugroup.net

NEW YORK / CHICAGO / SAN FRANCISCO / LOS ANGELES /
LONDON / SOUTHAMPTON / EDINBURGH / BUENOS AIRES / TORONTO / VANCOUVER

PUBLIC OPINION POLL

3

• A neighbourhood curfew will be in effect from 8:00 PM until 6:00 AM. – 49%: Québec 
(70%), followed by Ontario (49%), Atlantic Canada (48%), British Columbia (38%), 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (34%), and Alberta (29%).

• Cannot travel more than five kms from home unless deemed essential – 43%: Québec 
(52%), followed by Ontario (46%), Atlantic Canada (40%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan 
(35%) and British Columbia (35%), and Alberta (29%).

• Exercise or outings by foot no more than 1000 metres from home for no more than 
one hour per day – 38%: Québec (50%), followed by Atlantic Canada (40%), Ontario 
(38%), British Columbia (32%), Alberta (26%), and Manitoba/Saskatchewan (25%).

• Children cannot move between homes of separated parents – 35%: Québec (44%), 
followed by Ontario (38%), Atlantic Canada (32%), British Columbia (30%), Alberta 
(23%), and Manitoba/Saskatchewan (21%).

• You cannot leave your home for any reason without special permission (everything 
must be ordered online or by phone) – 23%: Québec (35%), followed by Ontario 
(21%), Atlantic Canada (20%), British Columbia (19%), and Alberta (18%) and 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (18%).

If a provincial government imposes some restrictions due to the spread of the 
coronavirus, what should be its guiding principle to lift the measures…

There appears to be no national consensus as to what principles should guide political and 
policymakers as to what objective achievement would prompt the lifting of any rules 
imposed: 

• Keep them in place until the hospital capacity is reduced to a virtually normal level so 
regular surgeries can take place uninterrupted – 33%

• Keep them in place until the curve in cases returns to levels last seen in August 2020 –
27%

• Keep them in place until a majority of people are vaccinated – 20%

• Keep them in place until there are virtually no COVID infections – 10%

• I disagree with any imposed restrictions, including face mask use – 10%
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Methodology

These are some of the findings of a Maru/Blue Public Opinion Poll conducted among 1,505 
randomly selected Canadian adults in both English and French who are members of 
Maru/Blue‘s Online panel on January 6, 2021 and is considered nationally accurate to within 
+/- 2.9 percentage points using a Bayesian Credibility Interval. The results have been 
weighted by education, age, gender, and region to match the population according to the 
most recent Census data so that the sample is representative of the entire adult population 
of Canada. Discrepancies between the reported totals and data tables are due to rounding. 
The detailed tables accompany this report at https://www.marublue.com/canadian-polls

Annex: Ranked Potential Lockdown Rules

The following is a ranked order of various potential rules tested by province except for Atlantic 
Canada which is treated as a region due to the sample size. On that note, while the previous 
text groups the results from Manitoba and Saskatchewan into one block due to the small 
sample size in each province, they are presented separately here for directional purposes only.

British Columbia

• The Canada/US border remains closed 88%

• No person shall be allowed to enter the country by either commercial or private aircraft, 
bus, or train, unless they can provide proof of a negative COVID test taken during the 
previous 72 hours 87%

• All places of worship are closed except for weddings (up to five people) and funeral 
services (up to 20 people). Wakes are not allowed 75%

• If vaccinated, you must carry a health card verification on you at all times 69%

• Fines up to $10,000 if found to be in violation of any lockdown rules 63%

• Restaurants, cafes, pubs, and bars can only provide takeout 58%

• Nursery, primary and secondary schools will be closed to all but vulnerable pupils and the 
children of essential workers with all learning done online 55%

• Unless essential, all offices are closed 55%

• Skiing and snowboarding activity centres/operations closed 54%

https://www.marublue.com/canadian-polls
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• Wearing of a mask everywhere outside of home, even outdoors when walking 53%

• People can only leave home for essential reasons such as grocery shopping, getting 
medications, and being vaccinated 48%

• With exceptions for pharmacies and grocery stores, retail outlets will be closed except 
for curb side pickup 46%

• A neighbourhood curfew will be in effect from 8:00 PM until 6:00 AM. 38%

• Cannot travel more than five kms from home unless deemed essential 35%

• Exercise or outings by foot no more than 1000 metres from home for no more than 
one hour per day 32%

• Children cannot move between homes of separated parents 30%

• You cannot leave your home for any reason without special permission (everything 
must be ordered online or by phone) 19%

Alberta

• The Canada/US border remains closed 79%

• No person shall be allowed to enter the country by either commercial or private 
aircraft, bus, or train, unless they can provide proof of a negative COVID test taken 
during the previous 72 hours 76%

• Restaurants, cafes, pubs, and bars can only provide takeout 73%

• All places of worship are closed except for weddings (up to five people) and funeral 
services (up to 20 people). Wakes are not allowed 62%

• If vaccinated, you must carry a health card verification on you at all times 57%

• Unless essential, all offices are closed 55%

• Nursery, primary and secondary schools will be closed to all but vulnerable pupils and 
the children of essential workers with all learning done online 54%

• Fines up to $10,000 if found to be in violation of any lockdown rules 51%

• People can only leave home for essential reasons such as grocery shopping, getting 
medications, and being vaccinated 48%
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• With exceptions for pharmacies and grocery stores, retail outlets will be closed except 
for curb side pickup 47%

• Wearing of a mask everywhere outside of home, even outdoors when walking 46%

• Skiing and snowboarding activity centres/operations closed 42%

• A neighbourhood curfew will be in effect from 8:00 PM until 6:00 AM. 29%

• Cannot travel more than five kms from home unless deemed essential 29%

• Exercise or outings by foot no more than 1000 metres from home for no more than 
one hour per day 26%

• Children cannot move between homes of separated parents 23%

• You cannot leave your home for any reason without special permission (everything 
must be ordered in online or by phone) 18%

Saskatchewan

• The Canada/US border remains closed 90%

• No person shall be allowed to enter the country by either commercial or private 
aircraft, bus, or train, unless they can provide proof of a negative COVID test taken 
during the previous 72 hours 89%

• All places of worship are closed except for weddings (up to five people) and funeral 
services (up to 20 people). Wakes are not allowed 77%

• If vaccinated, you must carry a health card verification on you at all times 67%

• Nursery, primary and secondary schools will be closed to all but vulnerable pupils and 
the children of essential workers with all learning done online 62%

• Restaurants, cafes, pubs, and bars can only provide takeout 61%

• Fines up to $10,000 if found to be in violation of any lockdown rules 61%

• People can only leave home for essential reasons such as grocery shopping, getting 
medications, and being vaccinated 59%

• Wearing of a mask everywhere outside of home, even outdoors when walking 57%

• With exceptions for pharmacies and grocery stores, retail outlets will be closed except 
for curb side pickup 52%
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• Skiing and snowboarding activity centres/operations closed 47%

• Unless essential, all offices are closed 46%

• A neighbourhood curfew will be in effect from 8:00 PM until 6:00 AM. 43%

• Cannot travel more than five kms from home unless deemed essential 40%

• Exercise or outings by foot no more than 1000 metres from home for no more than 
one hour per day 34%

• You cannot leave your home for any reason without special permission (everything 
must be ordered online or by phone) 23%

• Children cannot move between homes of separated parents 21%

Manitoba

• The Canada/US border remains closed 90%

• No person shall be allowed to enter the country by either commercial or private 
aircraft, bus, or train, unless they can provide proof of a negative COVID test taken 
during the previous 72 hours 90%

• All places of worship are closed except for weddings (up to five people) and funeral 
services (up to 20 people). Wakes are not allowed 79%

• Restaurants, cafes, pubs, and bars can only provide takeout 78%

• Nursery, primary and secondary schools will be closed to all but vulnerable pupils and 
the children of essential workers with all learning done online 68%

• Unless essential, all offices are closed 68%

• If vaccinated, you must carry a health card verification on you at all times 67%

• People can only leave home for essential reasons such as grocery shopping, getting 
medications, and being vaccinated 64%

• Skiing and snowboarding activity centres/operations closed 64%

• Wearing of a mask everywhere outside of home, even outdoors when walking 56%

• Fines up to $10,000 if found to be in violation of any lockdown rules 55%
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• With exceptions for pharmacies and grocery stores, retail outlets will be closed except 
for curb side pickup 54%

• Cannot travel more than five kms from home unless deemed essential 31%

• A neighbourhood curfew will be in effect from 8:00 PM until 6:00 AM. 26%

• Children cannot move between homes of separated parents 21%

• Exercise or outings by foot no more than 1000 metres from home for no more than 
one hour per day 18%

• You cannot leave your home for any reason without special permission (everything 
must be ordered online or by phone) 14%

Ontario

• No person shall be allowed to enter the country by either commercial or private 
aircraft, bus, or train, unless they can provide proof of a negative COVID test taken 
during the previous 72 hours 92%

• The Canada/US border remains closed 91%

• Restaurants, cafes, pubs, and bars can only provide takeout 85%

• All places of worship are closed except for weddings (up to five people) and funeral 
services (up to 20 people). Wakes are not allowed 83%

• Unless essential, all offices are closed 80%

• With exceptions for pharmacies and grocery stores, retail outlets will be closed except 
for curb side pickup 75%

• If vaccinated, you must carry a health card verification on you at all times 72%

• People can only leave home for essential reasons such as grocery shopping, getting 
medications, and being vaccinated 70%

• Nursery, primary and secondary schools will be closed to all but vulnerable pupils and 
the children of essential workers with all learning done online 70%

• Fines up to $10,000 if found to be in violation of any lockdown rules 68%

• Skiing and snowboarding activity centres/operations closed 59%

• Wearing of a mask everywhere outside of home, even outdoors when walking 58%
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• A neighbourhood curfew will be in effect from 8:00 PM until 6:00 AM. 49%

• Cannot travel more than five kms from home unless deemed essential 46%

• Children cannot move between homes of separated parents 38%

• Exercise or outings by foot no more than 1000 metres from home for no more than 
one hour per day 38%

• You cannot leave your home for any reason without special permission (everything 
must be ordered online or by phone) 21%

Quebec

• No person shall be allowed to enter the country by either commercial or private 
aircraft, bus, or train, unless they can provide proof of a negative COVID test taken 
during the previous 72 hours 91%

• The Canada/US border remains closed 90%

• All places of worship are closed except for weddings (up to five people) and funeral 
services (up to 20 people). Wakes are not allowed 85%

• Restaurants, cafes, pubs, and bars can only provide takeout 82%

• Unless essential, all offices are closed 80%

• With exceptions for pharmacies and grocery stores, retail outlets will be closed except 
for curbside pickup 79%

• If vaccinated, you must carry a health card verification on you at all times 76%

• People can only leave home for essential reasons such as grocery shopping, getting 
medications, and being vaccinated 74%

• A neighbourhood curfew will be in effect from 8:00 PM until 6:00 AM. 70%

• Fines up to $10,000 if found to be in violation of any lockdown rules 66%

• Nursery, primary and secondary schools will be closed to all but vulnerable pupils and 
the children of essential workers with all learning done online 59%

• Skiing and snowboarding activity centres/operations closed 56%

• Wearing of a mask everywhere outside of home, even outdoors when walking 55%
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• Cannot travel more than five kms from home unless deemed essential 52%

• Exercise or outings by foot no more than 1000 metres from home for no more than 
one hour per day 50%

• Children cannot move between homes of separated parents 44%

• You cannot leave your home for any reason without special permission (everything 
must be ordered online or by phone) 35%

Atlantic Canada

• The Canada/US border remains closed 96%

• No person shall be allowed to enter the country by either commercial or private 
aircraft, bus, or train, unless they can provide proof of a negative COVID test taken 
during the previous 72 hours 92%

• Restaurants, cafes, pubs, and bars can only provide takeout 83%

• If vaccinated, you must carry a health card verification on you at all times 80%

• Unless essential, all offices are closed 70%

• All places of worship are closed except for weddings (up to five people) and funeral 
services (up to 20 people). Wakes are not allowed 69%

• Wearing of a mask everywhere outside of home, even outdoors when walking 67%

• Nursery, primary and secondary schools will be closed to all but vulnerable pupils and 
the children of essential workers with all learning done online 66%

• People can only leave home for essential reasons such as grocery shopping, getting 
medications, and being vaccinated 65%

• Fines up to $10,000 if found to be in violation of any lockdown rules 62%

• Skiing and snowboarding activity centres/operations closed 62%

• With exceptions for pharmacies and grocery stores, retail outlets will be closed except 
for curb side pickup 58%

• A neighbourhood curfew will be in effect from 8:00 PM until 6:00 AM. 48%

• Exercise or outings by foot no more than 1000 metres from home for no more than 
one hour per day 40%
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About Maru/Blue

www.marublue.com/public-opinion is a research channel for one of North 
America’s leading premium quality data services firms.  www.marublue.com

provides reliable global data for private, public, and not-for-profit sector clients. 
It is part of the www.marugroup.net that operates from ten centres within four 
continents. We are trusted advisors, and in a world of suspect information, we 
are obsessed with quality so we can deliver reliable, reproducible results. The 

world is changing, and the imperative must be to #KnowEverything

• Cannot travel more than five kms from home unless deemed essential 40%

• Children cannot move between homes of separated parents 32%

• You cannot leave your home for any reason without special permission (everything 
must be ordered online or by phone) 20%

-30-

For more information contact:

John Wright
Executive Vice President
Maru/Blue Public Opinion North America
Mobile: +1.416-919-2101
Office  +1.416.700.4218
John.wright@Marublue.com

http://www.marublue.com/public-opinion
http://www.marublue.com/
http://www.marugroup.net/
mailto:John.wright@Marublue.com
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