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TORONTO, June 10, 2021—Maru Public Opinion released the results of a national survey 
today in the wake of a recent announcement that a mass grave of 215 children has been 
found at a former residential school in Kamloops, British Columbia, finding that it has had a 
profound emotional impact on a majority (73%) of Canadians and for many, this event, 
more than any other, has actually shifted how they view indigenous people (58%).

The survey also found a vast majority (87%) of Canadians believing that all former 
residential school sites (the remaining 138) should immediately be investigated by 
independent third parties to determine if and where other bodies of children are buried, 
and that criminal investigations should be commenced immediately (82%) to determine if 
charges should be laid.

Further, a majority (66%) of Canadians also don’t want to just acknowledge what 
happened, apologize, and move on – and while a majority (60%) believe that if fault could 
be assessed for what happened it’s the Christian Churches who ran the schools who might 
shoulder the liability more than the Federal government that designed, funded, and 
oversaw the school system (40%), a majority (59%) believe that going forward if there 
may be substantial financial restitution and/or funding required to deal with these matters 
that the government and the Christian churches should mostly pay for this equally.

And finally, a majority (55%) of Canadians believe that given the context of the residential 
school era, what occurred was an act of genocide as opposed to an act of good intentions 
that had bad outcomes (45%)—and given this, a vast majority (81%) of support 
International Criminal Court (ICC) be called upon to investigate the Canadian government 
and the Vatican for crimes against humanity.

The Findings in Detail

Majority have heard about the Indian Residential School system in Canada

A majority (80%) of Canadians say that they have heard about the Indian Residential 
School system in Canada compared with one-in-five (20%) who say they have not.

Majority acquainted with the facts of the Residential School Era

A majority (69%) of Canadians indicate that they are acquainted with the facts regarding 
the Residential School era in Canada. It is estimated that over 150,000 Indian, Inuit, and 
Métis children attended one of at least 139 Indian residential schools across Canada 
between the 1870s and as late as 1996. The network was funded by the Canadian 
government's Department of Indian Affairs and administered by Christian churches. 
Alternatively, three-in-ten (31%) Canadians do not have a grasp of the facts about the era. 
Of those who do, they are most likely to reside in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (87%), followed 
by those in British Columbia (79%), Alberta (75%), Ontario (72%), Atlantic Canada (61%), 
and Québec (52%). Older Canadians (aged 55+ 76%) and those with a university degree 
(75%) claim to be the most knowledgeable on the subject.

Residential Schools and a Mass Grave: Profound Impact, 
Shifted Views, Genocide Label, and Call for an 
International Criminal Court Investigation
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If fault could be assessed for what happened, majority think Christian 
Churches might be most Liable

The remains of 215 children were recently discovered at the Kamloops, British Columbia,  
Indian Residential School - the largest such institution in Canada's residential school 
system. The number of school-related deaths across Canada remains unknown due to an 
incomplete historical record, though estimates range from 3,200 to upwards of 6,000. 
There are many reasons and ways these children may have died. Regardless, both the 
churches and the Government of Canada were their custodians during this time. If fault 
could be assessed for what happened, a majority of Canadians (60%) think the Christian 
churches might be most liable for what happened as opposed to a minority (40%) who 
believe that the Federal government might be most liable.

Of those who believe that the Christian churches who ran the schools should be faulted 
for what happened and might be most liable (60%), they are most likely to be found in 
Atlantic Canada (67%), followed by those living in British Columbia (61%), Ontario 
(60%), Québec (59%), Alberta (57%), and Manitoba/Saskatchewan (55%).

On the contrary, those who believe the Federal Government that designed, funded, and 
oversaw the school system should be faulted and might be most liable for what happened 
(40%), are most likely to be found in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (45%), followed by those 
living in Alberta (43%), Québec (41%), Ontario (40%), British Columbia (39%), and 
Atlantic Canada (33%).

Vast Majority say independent third parties should determine if and where 
other bodies of children are buried

A vast majority (87%) of Canadians believe that all former residential school sites should 
immediately be investigated by independent third parties to determine if and where other 
bodies of children are buried. A minority (13%) of Canadians disagree that this 
investigation should be commenced immediately. Those most likely to push back on this 
undertaking live in Alberta/Manitoba/Saskatchewan (19%) and are male (18%).

Majority believe police forces should commence investigations immediately, 
lay criminal charges if warranted

A majority (82%) of Canadians believe that investigations should be commenced 
immediately by the RCMP and other provincial police forces to determine if any criminal 
charges are warranted with respect to any and all residential school deaths. A minority 
(18%) disagree.

Of those who agree (82%), they are most likely to reside in Québec (86%) and Atlantic 
Canada (85%), followed by those living in both Ontario/British Columbia (81%), Alberta 
(77%), and Manitoba/Saskatchewan (73%). Women (86%) and the youngest Canadians 
(aged 18 – 34 87%) have the highest support for this initiative.
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Two-thirds disagree that Canadians should just acknowledge what 
happened, apologize, and move on

Two-thirds (66%) of Canadians disagree that because all of this happened so long ago, 
we should just acknowledge it, apologize, do nothing else, and move on. This compares to 
one-third (34%) who believe the country should acknowledge, apologise, and move on.

Of those who disagree with the premise (66%), they are most likely to reside in Atlantic 
Canada (77%), followed by those living in Ontario (73%), British Columbia (68%), 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (67%), Alberta (61%), and Québec (53%). Women (72%) are 
more likely than men (60%) to have this perspective.

For those who agree with the premise (35%), they are most likely to reside in Québec 
(47%), followed by those living in Alberta (39%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (33%), British 
Columbia (32%), Ontario (27%), Atlantic Canada (23%). Men (40%) are more likely to 
share this perspective than women (28%).

Majority say the finding of the 215 children has had a profound 
emotional impact on them

A majority (73%) of Canadians indicate that hearing about the finding of the 215 children 
has had a profound emotional impact on them—compared to the remainder (27%) who 
indicate that it has not had an emotional impact on them.

Of those who admit having experienced a profound emotional impact (73%), they are 
most likely to live in Québec (82%), followed by those residing in Atlantic Canada (77%), 
Ontario (73%), British Columbia (68%), Alberta (66%), and Manitoba/Saskatchewan 
(64%). There is a significant variation among the genders – with women (83%) indicating 
that they are far more affected than their male counterparts (64%).

Of those who say they have not been affected (27%), they are most likely to reside in 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (36%), followed by those living in Alberta (34%), British 
Columbia (32%), Ontario (27%), Atlantic Canada (23%), and Québec (18%). Men (36%) 
are far more likely to express this view than women (17%).

Majority say this event, more than any other, has actually shifted how 
they view Indigenous people 

A majority (58%) indicate that this event, more than any other, has actually shifted how 
they view Indigenous people and what has happened to them. A sizable minority (42%) 
disagree with having experienced a shift in their previous view.
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Of the majority who have shifted their view (58%), they are they are most likely to 
reside in Québec (69%), followed by those living in Atlantic Canada (60%), Ontario 
(58%), British Columbia (54%), and Alberta/Manitoba/Saskatchewan (48%). There 
are no significant demographic or socio-economic differences from the national 
average.

For those who have not shifted their view (42%), they are most likely to reside in 
Alberta/Manitoba/Saskatchewan (52%), followed by those living in British 
Columbia (46%), Ontario (42%), Atlantic Canada (40%) and Québec (31%). There 
are no significant demographic or socio-economic differences from the national 
average.

Going forward, Majority believe both Christian Churches and 
Government should equally pay for restitution

A majority (59%) of Canadians believe that going forward if there may be 
substantial financial restitution and/or funding required to deal with these 
matters that the government and the Christian churches should mostly pay for 
this equally. Minorities believe that the Christian churches (27%) or 
government (14%) should shoulder most of whatever should be funded or paid 
out.

Those who believe the responsibility should be borne by both the government 
and the Christian Churches (59%) are most likely to be found in Alberta (62%) 
and Ontario (60%), followed by those residing in Québec/Atlantic Canada 
(59%), British Columbia (57%) and Manitoba/Saskatchewan (49%). Women 
(66%) hold this view higher than their male counterparts (52%).

For those who believe the Christian churches solely should pay out the most 
(27%) are most likely to reside in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (34%), followed by 
those living in British Columbia (28%), Québec/Atlantic Canada (27%), Ontario 
(26%), and Alberta (23%). Men (32%) are more likely to hold this view than 
their female counterparts (22%).

Of those who believe government solely should pay what is necessary (14%) 
they are most likely to be found in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (17%), followed by 
those living in British Columbia/Alberta (15%), and Ontario/Québec/Atlantic 
Canada (14%). Men (16%) are more likely to hold this view than women 
(12%), with the very highest allocation of sentiment held by those who are the 
youngest Canadians (aged 18 – 34 23%).
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Majority of Canadians believe Genocide has been committed

The children were forcibly taken from their families and placed in these schools, 
largely to assimilate them into the rest of society without the traditions and heritage 
of their culture. Genocide is the intentional action to destroy a people—usually 
defined as an ethnic, national, racial, or religious group—in whole or in part. Given 
this, a majority (55%) of Canadians believe that given the context of the residential 
school era, what occurred was an act of genocide as opposed to an act of good 
intentions that had bad outcomes (45%). 

Of those who believe this was an act of genocide (55%), they are most likely to hail 
from Ontario/British Columbia (59%), followed by those from Québec/Atlantic 
Canada (54%), and Alberta/Manitoba/Saskatchewan (47%). Women (61%) are 
more likely to hold this view by significant margin impairment their male 
counterparts (49%). This perspective is most influenced by age – those who are the 
youngest Canadians (aged 18 – 34 74%) are far more likely to hold this view than 
middle-aged Canadians (aged 35 – 54 57%) and the oldest Canadians (55+ 40%).

For those who believe it was an act of good intentions that had bad outcomes 
(45%), they are most likely to be found in Alberta/Manitoba/Saskatchewan (53%) 
followed by those living in Québec/Atlantic Canada (46%), and British 
Columbia/Ontario (41%). Men (51%) are most likely to hold this view compared 
with women (39%), along with those who are the oldest Canadians (55+ 60%) 
compared with middle-aged Canadians (35 – 54 43%), and those who are the 
youngest (aged 18 – 34 26%).

Majority support International Criminal Court investigate Canadian 
government and Vatican for crimes against humanity

Fifteen lawyers from across Canada have formally requested the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) investigate the Canadian government and the Vatican for 
crimes against humanity. The ICC, which prosecutes cases only when countries are 
unwilling or unable to do so, has the power to compel involved parties to disclose all 
documents and information related to the investigation. If it happens, the 
investigation could lead to the prosecution of "employees, agents and actors" of the 
Catholic Church and Government of Canada who were involved in either the 
creation and/or coverup of the newly discovered burial grounds—and others of a 
similar nature yet to be identified. 

Given this, a vast majority (81%) of Canadians support International Criminal Court 
(ICC) be called upon to investigate the Canadian government and the Vatican for 
crimes against humanity while one-in-five (19%) oppose this happening.



BUENOS AIRES / CHICAGO / EDINBURGH / LONDON / LOS ANGELES / NEW YORK /
SAN FRANCISCO / SOUTHAMPTON / TORONTO / VANCOUVER

6

Of those who support an investigation (81%), they are most likely to be found in Atlantic 
Canada (84%), followed by those from Ontario (83%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan/Québec 
(81%), British Columbia (79%), and Alberta (77%). Women (85%) are more likely to hold 
this view than men (77%) along with those who are the youngest Canadians (aged 18 – 34 
86%).

Of those who oppose this happening (19%), they are most likely to be found in 
Alberta/Atlantic Canada (23%), followed by those living in British Columbia (21%), 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan/Québec (19%), Ontario (17%), and Atlantic Canada (60%). Men 
(23%) hold this view more strongly than women along with those who are the oldest 
Canadians (55+ 24%).

-30-

Methodology

These are some of the findings released by Maru Public Opinion from a survey 
undertaken between June 4-7, 2021, by the sample and data management experts at  
Maru/Blue of 1513 randomly selected Canadian adults who are Maru Voice Canada 
online panelists. For comparison purposes, a probability sample of this size has an 
estimated margin of error (which measures sampling variability) of +/- 2.5%, 19 times 
out of 20. The results have been weighted by education, age, gender, and region (and 
in Quebec, language) to match the population according to Census data which ensures 
the sample is representative of the entire adult population of Canada. Discrepancies in 
or between totals when compared to the data tables are due to rounding. 

Maru/Blue https://www.marugroup.net/maru-blue is rooted in the Maru/HUB technology 
platform and offers on-demand, high quality, highly scalable online community samples of 
deeply engaged, known respondents. 

Maru Public Opinion posts its polling releases, accompanying data tables, and a description 
of its services at https://www.marugroup.net/polling. Maru Public Opinion does not do any 
work for any political party.

Excerpts from this release of findings should be properly attributed, with interpretation 
subject to clarification or correction.

For more information contact:

John Wright
Executive Vice President
Maru Public Opinion
Direct Toronto +1.416.919.2101
Direct New York +1.917.594.5555
john.wright@marublue.com

mailto:john.wright@marublue.com
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Painting Better Pictures, Faster

www.marugroup.net

www.marugroup.net/polling is the public opinion research channel for Maru Group.

http://www.marugroup.net/
http://www.marugroup.net/polling
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