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TORONTO, June 23, 2021—A new quarterly survey of approval ratings of Canada’s 
premiers was released by Maru Public Opinion today and finds Saskatchewan Premier 
Scott Moe (64% -1) still leading the premiers with the highest level of approval since 
March 2021, followed by Quebec’s Premier François Legault (62% -1) and British 
Columbia Premier John Horgan (60% -4).

The next tier has the Atlantic provincial premiers in pretty much lockstep: Newfound and 
Labrador’s Andrew Furey (59% +19) and his counterpart from Nova Scotia, Iain Rankin 
(59% +18), just nudge out the seasoned New Brunswick Premier Blain Higgs (56% -1). 
The last tier finds three Conservative Premiers in a race to the bottom: Ontario Premier 
Doug Ford (40% -8), followed by Alberta Premier Jason Kenney (33% -6) and Manitoba 
Premier Brian Pallister (33% -4).

Results from Prince Edward Island, Nunavut, Yukon, and Northwest Territories are 
excluded because of extremely small sample sizes.

The following are the second quarter rankings and approval ratings of the premiers 
contrasted with their first quarter results (+/-):

1. Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe 64% -1 The vanguard premier with a three-
point plan to reopen a province based on first dose vaccination rates of 70% is on the 
threshold of achieving that benchmark. The reopening roadmap has an objective to lift 
restrictions by July 11, 2021. So far, constituents are buoyed by the success – but with 
the Delta variant on the rise in different parts of the country, re-opening plans will have 
to be monitored carefully.

2. Québec Premier François Legault 62% -1 In a bold move, the province is seeking 
to amend the Canadian Constitution by adding clauses proclaiming Québec as a nation 
and that its official and common language is French. The province has tabled bill 96 
which could become the province’s most stringent language law since bill 101 passed in 
1977. The province continues its reopening strategy which is receiving widespread 
support.

3. British Columbia Premier John Horgan 60% -4 The government released a series 
of goals, plans and a year-long timeline to “modernize” its regulation of the forestry 
sector and was the backdrop for protesters to decry the provincial government’s decision 
to allow the logging of old growth trees at Fairy-Creek. The discovery of 215 children in a 
mass grave at the former Kamloops Indian residential School sparked horror and a 
commitment from both the Premier and Prime Minister Trudeau to move forward on the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s calls to action. The government unveiled a four-
step restart plan focused on vaccination rates tied to a provincial reopening and 
potentially the US border. There was even an optimistic view that BC Lions fans may be 
able to attend football games in a by the beginning of August 2021.

Second Quarter 2021 Provincial Premiers Ratings 

Saskatchewan’s Scott Moe (64% -1) continues as the premier 
with the highest approval levels followed by Québec’s François 
Legault (62% -1) while Alberta’s Kenney (33% -6) and 
Manitoba’s Pallister (33% -4) hit bottom together 
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4. Newfoundland and Labrador Premier Andrew Furey 59% +19 Fresh off his 

first election campaign that delivered a majority government, the premier tabled his 

first budget that projects a smaller deficit but growing debt and return to surplus 

over the next six years. Income taxes will rise for high income earners while a 

restructuring of its Nalcor Energy takes place with various reviews, with a tuition 

freeze continuing at Memorial University. If COVID infections can be minimized and 

approximately 75% of residents aged 12+ get at least one vaccination dose, the 

provincial reopening plan “Together. Again” could allow recreational travel from 

within Canada by July 1, 2021.

5. Nova Scotia Premier Iain Rankin 59% +18 He became the 29th Premier of 

Nova Scotia on February 23, 2021, replacing Stephen McNeil who retired from 

politics. Up until the last quarter, Nova Scotia was relatively protected from the 

pandemic with strict testing and quarantine protocols in place but a recent surge in 

COVID cases – ignited by out-of-province visitors – forced major restrictions, 

including school closures. At the time of this measurement, the spread was relatively 

contained as some restrictions for travel were being lifted and schools being re-

opened. Vaccine eligibility to those aged 12+ with accelerated appointments for 

second doses were also in the works.

6. New Brunswick Premier Blaine Higgs 56% -1 The timeframe was highlighted 

by optimism to enter phase 1 of the government’s “Path to Green” plan for 

reopening provided that 75% of eligible New Brunswickers had received their first 

vaccine. Discussions commenced on reopening interprovincial borders and to 

potentially allow vaccinated residents from the US New England state of Maine. On 

the policy front, the premier ruled out a standalone New Brunswick police watchdog 

agency preferring to partner with other Atlantic provinces.

7. Ontario Premier Doug Ford 40% -8 A combination of slow acting on the 

spread of the virus along with flip-flops and backtracking, delays in increased 

vaccines for hotspot zones, and apparent decisions contrary to its own medical 

advisory panel, produced an unprecedented pandemic backlash from almost every 

quarter against the premier and his government. Forced into self-quarantine due to 

the potential exposure to the virus, the embattled premier publicly apologized for 

having moved 'too fast' in announcing measures to curbing the escalating third wave 

and then self-quarantine as the province witnessed its highest levels of 

hospitalization and daily case counts ever. In response, a complete overhaul of 

government communications led to more disciplined messaging, extra vaccination 

doses were sent to hotspot postal codes, and a clear three-point re-opening plan tied 

to a combination of decreased hospitalizations and increased vaccination rates was 

introduced. Out of quarantine, the premier was sparingly seen giving 

pronouncements.
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8. Alberta Premier Jason Kenney 33% -6 The latest survey came on the heels of an 
attempted political palace coup, the announcement of a two-stage reopening plan and an 
accelerated vaccine program amidst a stalled uptake and was topped off by a photograph 
that showed the premier on the patio of the Sky Palace restaurant having dinner with a 
handful of senior cabinet members — including the health minister — in apparent defiance 
of public health orders. With two years until the next election, anything can happen, but 
right now the embattled premier shares the approvals basement with his next-door 
neighbor in Manitoba.

9. Manitoba Premier Brian Pallister 33% -4 To put it mildly, the premier and his 
government have been besieged by the COVID-19 virus and its variants since December 
2020. The premier’s approval rating went from its highest since being elected (54%) to its 
lowest (35%) in that month as he effectively shut down Christmas family visits to stem 
the spread of the virus. In March, his approval ratings rose anemically (37%) and have 
now slumped further (33%) amidst a third wave healthcare crisis. The vaccine roll-out has 
been fraught with difficulty, and the premier has even ventured to criticize President Joe 
Biden for the provinces inability to obtain vaccines via its southern neighbor North 
Dakota.

-30-

Methodology

These are the findings of a Maru Public Opinion survey undertaken between May 26 –

June 8, 2021, by Maru/Blue of 5277 randomly selected adults in Canada who are 

Maru/Blue online panelists. Respondents could opt in for either official language. The 

results have been weighted by education, age, gender, and region to match the 

population, according to census data. For comparison purposes, a probability sample of 

this size nationally has an estimated margin of error (which measures sampling 

variability) of +/- 1.4%, 19 times out of 20 with the measurements in each province 

being larger. The results have been weighted by education, age, gender, and region to 

match the population according to Census data which ensures the sample is 

representative of the entire adult Canadian population. Discrepancies in or between totals 

are due to rounding. 

How We Calculate the Approval Ratings—and how there can be differences 
between other publicly released approval ratings of the Premiers

Our question to our adult (18+)population respondents in their province is straight 
forward: 

Do you approve or disapprove of the performance of each of the following people? [Insert 
name of Premier]:
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[Choose one]

Strongly approve
Moderately approve
Moderately disapprove
Strongly disapprove
Not sure

We then take the top two responses and add them together (Strongly approve/Somewhat 
approve) and this produces the “Approval” number that is put into this release. We also add 
the two bottom responses together (Moderately disapprove/Strongly disapprove) and while 
this is not shown in the release or the ranking chart that accompanies this release, it is in 
the detailed tables that are released at the same time.

And we don’t change anything else—we don’t report the “Not sure” percentage, but again, 
these are reported in the tables. This is the way we have done it for decades do we have 
not changed how we do the calculation. There are, however, others who may ask the exact 
same question with the same methodology but get a different answer because they remove 
the “Not sure” group and then rebase and calculate the new net results. There is nothing 
wrong in doing this—but it does produce a different result and result which is sometimes 
confusing to people when they hear different approval ratings and try to compare them on 
an apples-to-apples basis.

Our data collection and analysis colleagues at Maru/Blue 
https://www.marugroup.net/maru-blue is rooted in the Maru/HUB technology platform and 
offers on-demand, high quality, highly scalable online community samples of deeply 
engaged, known respondents. 

Maru Public Opinion posts its polling releases, accompanying data tables, and a description 
of its services at https://www.marugroup.net/polling. Maru Public Opinion does not do any 
work for any political party.

Excerpts from this release of findings should be properly attributed, with interpretation 
subject to clarification or correction.

For more information contact:

John Wright
Executive Vice President
Maru Public Opinion
Direct Toronto +1.416.919.2101
Direct New York +1.917.594.5555
john.wright@marublue.com

mailto:john.wright@marublue.com
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Painting Better Pictures, Faster

www.marugroup.net

www.marugroup.net/polling is the public opinion research channel for Maru Group.

http://www.marugroup.net/
http://www.marugroup.net/polling



