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TORONTO, July 28, 2021—The results of a new survey released today by Maru 
Public Opinion commissioned by Cronos Group finds that of the four in ten (41%) 
Canadians who admit to having consumed cannabis, almost half (46%) single out 
cannabis gummies as their favourite form of edibles, one in five (21%) would say 
yes to a cannabis edible on a first date, and four in ten (38%) would prefer receiving 
cannabis edible gummies to wine if given the choice. The study also found that of 
those who consumed cannabis during the pandemic, one in 7 (15%) tried it for the 
first time.

The Findings in Detail

Four in 10 (41%) Canadians have Consumed Cannabis—and more (9%) 
open to it 

Four in 10 (41%) Canadians volunteer that they have consumed cannabis – with 
another one in 10 (9%) offering that while they have not consumed cannabis yet, 
they are open to trying it in the future. In essence, half of Canadians (50%) admit 
that they have either consumed cannabis or open to being so with the other half 
(50%) indicating that they have not consumed cannabis and have no intentions to 
ever use it in the future. 

Those Canadians admitting to having consumed cannabis, are most likely to hail 
from Ontario (44%), British Columbia (43%), Alberta (43%), and Atlantic Canada 
(42%), followed by those living in Québec (35%), and Manitoba/Saskatchewan 
(38%). Men (45%) are more likely to have consumed cannabis than women (37%), 
with young Canadians (aged 18 – 34 55%) more consuming than their middle-aged 
(35 – 54 42%) and older (55+ 29%) counterparts. Those with the highest income 
($100,000 + 49%) and those with the post secondary education (44%) also admit 
to having consumed cannabis.

Of those who have consumed cannabis (41%), one third (35%) admit to having 
smoked cannabis, one quarter (26%) have ingested cannabis edibles, and one in 10 
(12%) have inhaled cannabis using a vape pen.

The Pandemic and Cannabis Consumption 

Of those who have consumed cannabis during the pandemic (28% March 2020 –
present), cannabis edibles (46%) and smoked cannabis (45%) are the most 
common way to have done so followed by a cannabis vape pen (18%). Three in ten 
(31%) of those who have consumed cannabis previously indicated that they have 
not consumed any of these since the onset of the pandemic.

Canadians and Cannabis Edibles  
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One in seven (15%) Canadians admit that they consumed cannabis for the first 
time during the pandemic – and are most likely to reside in Québec (24%) and Ontario 
(17%), are the highest educated (university+ 20%), are the youngest Canadians (aged 
18 – 34 19%) and are more likely to be male (16%) than female (14%).

Cannabis Edible on First Date: One in Five (21%) Say Yes

One in five (21%) Canadians who have consumed cannabis indicate that they are likely 
to consume a cannabis edible on a first date (8% very likely). Those most willing to do 
so reside in both Ontario (26%) and Québec (26%) – and are least likely to live in 
British Columbia (11%). They are also more likely to be male (28%), the youngest 
(aged 18 – 34 33%) and the highest educated (university+ 25%).

Favourite Among Edibles: Gummies

When asked to rank their favourite form of edibles to consume, those who have 
consumed cannabis choose gummies (46%) first, followed then by chocolate (35%), a 
beverage (14%), and mints (5%). When asked to rank their favourite form of edibles 
(ranked 1/2/3) chocolate (90%) and gummies (89%) and up in a virtual time followed 
by a beverage (62%) and mints (59%).

Four in Ten Prefer Gummies to Wine if Gifted 

If given a choice between receiving edible gummies or a bottle of wine, four in ten 
(38%) Canadians who have consumed cannabis choose the gummies. Those most likely 
to welcome such a gift are most likely to reside in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (46%) and 
Ontario (40%), are the youngest age group (18 – 34 48%) and are either male (39%) 
or female (38%) disease.

-30-
Methodology

These are some of the findings released by Maru Public Opinion from a survey 
undertaken by the sample and data collection experts at Maru/Blue. This online survey 
of 3,023 randomly selected Canadian adults, aged 19 and older (1,168 of whom have 
reported consuming cannabis) was run from July 13 to July 15, 2021. A probability 
sample of this size has an estimated margin of error (which measures sampling 
variability) of +/- 1.6%, 19 times out of 20. The results have been weighted by 
education, age, gender and region (and in Quebec, language), according to Canadian 
Census data, to make the sample representative of the Canadian adult population. 
Discrepancies in or between totals are due to rounding.

Maru/Blue https://www.marugroup.net/maru-blue is rooted in the Maru/HUB technology 
platform and offers on-demand, high quality, highly scalable online community samples of 
deeply engaged, known respondents. 
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Painting Better Pictures, Faster

www.marugroup.net

www.marugroup.net/polling is the public opinion research channel for Maru Group.

Maru Public Opinion posts its polling releases, accompanying data tables, and a 
description of its services at https://www.marugroup.net/polling. Maru Public Opinion 
does not do any work for any political party.

Excerpts from this release of findings should be properly attributed, with 
interpretation subject to clarification or correction.

For more information contact:

John Wright
Executive Vice President
Maru Public Opinion
Direct Toronto +1.416.919.2101
Direct New York +1.917.594.5555
john.wright@marublue.com
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