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TORONTO, September 25, 2021—A Maru Public Opinion poll released today finds 
that whether it’s what they believe has been left behind as a result of the election, 
whether democracy works or not, or (with only a couple of exceptions) the job 
prospects for the main party leaders from the end of this election to leading in the 
one that comes next, Canadians are a divided lot, living in what they believe to be 
very divided country.

Vast majority (77%) believe Canada is more divided now than before the 
election was called…

The vast majority (77%) of Canadians believe the country is more divided now than it 
was before the election was called. Only one quarter (23%) say the country is more 
unified since Prime Minister Justin Trudeau stood in front of the Governor General’s 
residence and announced that Canadians would be going to the polls on September 
20, 2021.

Those who believe that the country is more divided than before the election was 
called are represented in every dimension of the country: a full majority in every 
region, and each socioeconomic demographic. Those most likely to indicate the 
country is more divided than it was before the election hail from Alberta (88%), 
followed by those living in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (83%), Ontario (79%), British 
Columbia (77%), Atlantic Canada (70%), and Québec (69%). Men (78%) and women 
(76%) share this view equally, except for the youngest Canadians (aged 18–34, 67%) 
who are less likely to accept this premise and the oldest Canadians (aged 55+, 82%) 
who are more likely to believe it is the case. Every other cohort aligns with the 
national norm.

The minority (23%) of Canadians who think the country is now more unified than 
before the election was called are most likely to reside in Québec (31%) and Atlantic 
Canada (30%), followed by those living in British Columbia (23%), Ontario (21%), 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (17%), and Alberta (12%). 

Canadians split: Slim majority (52%) believe democratic process broken 
and needs a major overhaul…

Reflecting on what the election campaign produced (and despite the disappointing 
outcome for some supporters and voters) Canadians are split with a slim majority 
(52%) who believe the democratic process in Canada is broken and needs a major 
overhaul whereas a minority (48%) believe the democratic process in the country is 
alive and well. 

A Divided Country in the Aftermath of the 2021 Election
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Those who believe the democratic process in Canada is broken and needs a major 
overhaul (52%) are most likely to reside in Alberta (63%), followed by those living in 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (58%), Atlantic Canada (54%), Ontario (53%), British 
Columbia (48%), and Québec (44%). Women (54%) are slightly more likely than 
men (50%) to hold this view while those who are younger, and middle-aged 
Canadians (aged 18–54, 56%) are more likely than older Canadians (45%) to take 
this perspective. Except for those who are the highest income earners (58%), all the 
other income and education variables approximate the national norm.

For those who believe the democratic process is alive and well (48%), they’re most 
likely to be found in the province of Québec (56%), followed by those living in British 
Columbia (52%), Ontario (47%), Atlantic Canada (46%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan 
(52%), and Alberta (37%). Men (50%) are more likely to hold this view than women 
(46%) along with those who are older (aged 55+, 55%) and earning less than 
$100,000 a year (52%). All education variables are consistent with the national 
average.

Should they stay or should they go?

In the wake of the recently held federal election, Canadians were asked to choose 
between whether the leaders of the major federal political parties in Canada should 
either resign and let the new leader take over or stay on and lead the party into the 
next election. It should be noted that this is the general population of Canada and 
not broken out into voting factions or supporters. Further, in order to achieve a 
majority government, a party must achieve approximately 37% to 38% of the 
national vote.

Prime Minister Trudeau: Resign and let a new leader take over 55%/ 
Stay on and lead the party into the next election 45%...

When the Federal election was called by Prime Minister Trudeau he had a minority 
government. In the 2019 election, the Liberals earned the most seats of any party in 
the parliament but were dependent on the support of one or more parties – usually 
the New Democratic Party (NDP) – in order to form a government and to pass 
various pieces of legislation. Mr. Trudeau was hoping to achieve a majority 
government when he called the 2021 election, but the electoral landscape following 
the vote on September 20, 2021, is almost identical to what existed before 
Canadians went to the polls, producing another minority government.

As such, a majority (55%) of Canadians believe Prime Minister Justin Trudeau should 
resign as the leader of the Liberal Party and commence a process where a new 
leader can be chosen and who would be the Prime Minister until the next election 
was called, compared to a minority (45%) who believe that he deserves to stay on 
and lead the Liberal party into the next election which could come within the next 18 
months or so. 
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Resign and let a new leader take over 55%: most likely residing in 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (71%), followed by those living in Alberta (64%), British 
Columbia (60%), Ontario (57%), Atlantic Canada (50%), and Québec (44%). More 
likely to be men (61%) than women (50%), and older Canadians (55+, 58%) versus 
middle-aged (35–54, 55%) and the youngest Canadians (aged 18–34, 52%).

Stay on and lead the party into the next election 45%: most likely to be living in 
Québec (56%), followed by those residing in Atlantic Canada (50%), Ontario (43%), 
British Columbia (40%), Alberta (36%), and Manitoba (29%). More likely to be 
women (50%) compared to men (39%), with younger Canadians (aged 18–34, 48%) 
more likely to take this view than those who are middle-aged (35–54, 45%) and 
older (55+, 42%). 

Erin O’Toole, leader of the Conservative Party of Canada: Resign and let 
a new leader take over 51%/Stay on and lead the party into the next 
election 49%...

Canadians are split on whether the new leader of the Conservative Party of Canada 
should resign and let a new leader take over (51%) or stay on and lead the party 
into the next election (49%). Those most likely to want Mr. O’Toole to resign (51%) 
can be found in  Atlantic Canada (65%), followed by those living in British Columbia 
(57%), Ontario (54%), Alberta (48%), Québec (45%), and Manitoba/Saskatchewan 
(38%). Women (53%) and men (50%) split their views along with roughly every 
other age and income/education denominator across the country.

As for those who want to have Mr. O’Toole stay on and lead the Conservative Party 
of Canada into the next election (49%), they are most likely to be found in 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (62%), followed by those living in Québec (55%), Alberta 
(52%), Ontario (46%), British Columbia (43%), and Atlantic Canada (35%). Men 
(50%) and women (47%) split their views on this possibility, while virtually every 
other socioeconomic descriptor is roughly the same as the national norm.

Jagmeet Singh, leader of the New Democratic Party (NDP): Stay on and 
lead the party into the next election 69%/Resign and let a new leader 
take over 31%...

Mr. Singh is the only national leader to have a full majority (69%) who believe he 
should stay on and lead his party into the next election. He is supported in this role 
by full majorities in British Columbia/Alberta/Atlantic Canada (77%) along with those 
in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (71%), Ontario (68%), and Québec (60%). Women 
(74%) are more likely than men (64%) to hold this view while young Canadians 
(aged 18 – 34, 71%) are just slightly more likely to support Mr. Singh than those 
who are both middle-aged and oldest (68%). Those with the highest incomes 
($100,000, +72%) and those who are the most educated (university+, 75%) are 
just slightly more evident than other income and education groups who support him 
in continuing in his role.
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Alternatively, a minority (31%) believe that Mr. Singh should resign and let a new 
leader take the NDP into the next election. Those most supportive of his resignation 
are found in the province of Québec (40%), followed by those living in Ontario 
(32%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (29%), and equally in British 
Columbia/Alberta/Atlantic Canada (23%). Men (36%) are more likely than women 
(26%) to hold this view and, except for the highest income earners ($100,000+, 
28%) and those who are the most educated (university +25%), all other income and 
education cohorts are roughly equivalent to the national norm.

Annamie Paul, leader of the Green Party: Resign and let a new leader 
take over 55%/ Stay on and lead the party into the next election 45%...

A majority (55%) of Canadians believe that Ms. Annamie Paul, leader of the Green 
Party, should resign and let a new leader take over. Those most likely to have this 
view live in the province of British Columbia (63%), followed by those residing in 
Atlantic Canada (57%), Alberta/Québec (56%), Ontario (52%), and 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (48%). Men (62%) are more likely to hold this view than 
women (48%), while those who are the oldest Canadians (55+, 64%) are more likely 
than those who are middle-aged (35–54, 53%) and Young Canadians (aged 18–34, 
46%) to take this perspective. Those who are middle income ($50,000 – $99,000 per 
annum, 57%), along with those who are both the least educated (59%) and most 
(university+, 56%), are more likely to support this course of action than their 
counterparts.

Those who believe that Ms. Paul should lead the Green party into the next election 
(45%), are most likely to live in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (52%), followed by those 
residing in Ontario (48%), Alberta/Québec (44%), Atlantic Canada (43%), and 
British Columbia (37%). Women (52%) are far more likely than men (38%) to want 
Ms. Paul to stay the course, and they are enjoined by the most enthusiastic cohorts 
of the youngest Canadians (aged 18–34, 54%) and those with postsecondary 
education (college/technical school, 52%). All other economic and education groups 
are roughly equal to the national norm.

Yves-François Blanchet, leader of the Bloc Québécois (BQ) (only asked in  
Quebec): Stay on and lead the party into the next election 67%/Resign 
and let a new leader take over 33%...

A solid majority (67%) of those living in Québec believe that Mr. Yves-François 
Blanchet, the leader of the Bloc Québécois (BQ), should stay on and lead the party in 
the next election. Men (70%) are more likely than women (64%) to hold this view, 
along with those who are the oldest (55+, 77%) compared with those who are 
middle-aged (35–54, 63%) and the youngest (aged 18–34, 58%) Quebecers. Those 
with higher income ($100,000, +71%), and those with postsecondary education 
(college/technical school, 71%), are somewhat more likely than other income and 
education cohorts to support Mr. Blanchet to stay the course.
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For the minority (33%) who believe that Mr. Blanchet should resign and let a new 
leader take over the party and lead into the next election, they are more likely to be 
female (36%) than male (30%) and are younger (aged 18–34, 42%) compared to 
those who are middle-aged (35–54, 37%) and older (55+, 23%). Those who have 
the lowest income (less than $50,000 per annum, 36%) and are the least educated 
(high school or less, 37%) are slightly more likely to take this view than those in 
other income and education groupings.

-30-

Methodology

These are some of the findings released by Maru Public Opinion from a survey 
undertaken between September 20-21, 2021, by the sample and data management 
experts at Maru/Blue of 1510 randomly selected Canadian adults (18+) who are 
Maru Voice Canada online panelists. For comparison purposes, a probability sample 
of this size has an estimated margin of error (which measures sampling variability) 
of +/- 2.5%, 19 times out of 20. The results have been weighted by education, age, 
gender, and region (and in Quebec by language) to match the population according 
to census data which ensures the sample is representative of the entire adult 
population of Canada. Discrepancies in or between totals when compared to the data 
tables are due to rounding. 

Maru/Blue https://www.marugroup.net/maru-blue is rooted in the Maru/HUB 

technology platform and offers on-demand, high quality, highly scalable online 

community samples of deeply engaged, known respondents. Maru Public Opinion 

posts its polling releases, accompanying data tables, and a description of its services 

at https://www.marugroup.net/polling. 

Maru Public Opinion does not do any work for any political party.  Excerpts from this 
release of findings should be properly attributed, with interpretation subject to 
clarification or correction.

For more information contact:

John Wright
Executive Vice President
Maru Public Opinion
Direct Toronto +1.416.919.2101
john.wright@marublue.com

https://www.marugroup.net/polling
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Painting Better Pictures, Faster

www.marugroup.net

www.marugroup.net/polling is the public opinion research channel for Maru Group.

http://www.marugroup.net/
http://www.marugroup.net/polling

