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TORONTO, March 16, 2022—The results of the first quarterly approval ratings of 
Canada’s premiers for 2022 were released today by Maru Public Opinion and finds that 
British Columbia Premier John Horgan (64%, up 4 percentage points since December 
2021) and Nova Scotia Premier Tim Houston (64%, up 5 percentage points) tied with 
the highest Premier approval ratings—while Alberta’s Jason Kenney (30%, up 1 
percentage point) and Manitoba’s Premier Heather Stefanson (30%, up 2 percentage 
points) are tied for last place. 

The 2022 first quarter synopsis (compared to fourth quarter 2021) is as follows:

▪BC Premier John Horgan 64% +4

▪NS Premier Tim Houston 64% +5

▪QC Premier François Legault 55% -2

▪SK Premier Scott Moe 48% -5

▪NB Premier Blaine Higgs 48% +9

▪NL Premier Andrew Furey 48% -6

▪ON Premier Doug Ford 37% -4

▪AB Premier Jason Kenney 30% +1

▪MB Premier Heather Stefanson 30% +2

Key Findings

British Columbia Premier John Horgan (NDP) 64%  +4 (60% in December 
2021)

▪ Premier Horgan has increased his approval ratings from 58% in September 2021 to 
64% today – with his highest approval ratings in June 2020 (71%). His first 
approval rating was in September in 2017 at 48% which dropped to just 37% in 
March 2020 and then soared immediately following the onset of the pandemic.

Nova Scotia Premier Tim Houston (PC) 64%  +5 (59% in December 2021)

▪ This is the third approval rating since September 2021 (58%) for the newly elected 
Premier. For now, all things considered in these early days, all is going well.

Québec Premier François Legault (CAQ) 55%  -2 (57% in December 2021)

• Premier Legault has had stellar ratings since his election back in 2018 – with his 
first sounding at 61% in December 2018, with a peak in June 2020 (76%). Since 
December 2020 (70%), his approval rating has slipped 15 percentage points but 
still has a commanding presence with a provincial election that must be 
concluded by Monday, October 3, 2022.

Canada’s Premiers First Quarter 2022 Approval Ratings
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Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe (Sask Party) 48%  -5 (53% in December 
2021)

• Premier Moe is at his lowest approval rating since his first measurement in 
December 2018 (56%), off eight percentage points off that mark and tied with 
two other premiers. Consistently a top tier rated premier, his highest rating was 
in June 2020 (66%) and was almost as high (63%) in September 2021. The 
Premier has lots of time yet for improvement as the next provincial election is not 
to be completed until October 28, 2024.

New Brunswick Premier Blaine Higgs (PC) 48%  +9 (39% in December 2021)

• The first approval measurement for Premier Higgs was in December 2018 (43%) 
and he soared during the early days of the pandemic (71% June 2020) having 
dropped in September of that year (55%) and held on to that significant height 
until recently (September 2021 to 52%) and then having dipped down in the last 
quarter. Premier Higgs appears to have bounced back within a reasonable range 
of where he has been for some time.

Newfoundland and Labrador Premier Andrew Furey (Lib)  48% -6 (54% in 
December 2021)

• The first approval rating for the premier was in September 2020 (48%) after 
taking over as leader of the party (August 19, 2020)—and exactly where he is 
today, six quarters later. The premier’s highest approval rating was in December 
2020 (63%) with his lowest mark in March 2021 (40%) at the time of his COVID 
beleaguered majority election. The premier’s approval was resuscitated by June 
2021 (59%) and has slowly declined from there.

Ontario Premier Doug Ford (PC) 37% -4 (41% in December 2021)

• This is an important approval rating for the premier as his government is 
expected to go to the polls on June 2, 2022. His first approval rating pretty much 
matched his election results in June 2018 (40%), but his first term was a near 
disaster with the public, dropping him to just 26% by September 2019. He was 
headed on a slight course correction upwards by March 2020 (30%) but achieved 
his highest ratings at the outset of COVID just one quarter later (62%) and has 
had a long slide since then. In Ontario, and election results of 37% gets you a 
majority government (where his approval rating is right now). The latest voter 
intention polls show him at this level with the opposition split. With the provincial 
budget due in April, it’s expected that the platform will be fashioned from what is 
delivered in the campaign will be off and running.

Alberta Premier Jason Kenney (PC) 30% +1 (29% in December 2021)

• Premier Kenney continues to find himself at the bottom of the approvals barrel 
(now joined by newly ensconced Manitoba Premier Heather Stefanson (also at 
30%). Speaking of which, with the price of oil suddenly rising against the 
backdrop of a world crisis, the resulting gush of revenue to the provincial coffers 
and the reviving of the provincial economic industrial complex, there’s no telling 
where things are going to be by the time the next Alberta election must be held 
on May 29, 2023. However, what is for sure is that premier Kenney has a lot of 
work to do between now and then in order to revive his political fortunes.
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Manitoba Premier Heather Stefanson (PC) 30% +2 (28% in December 2021)

• Premier Stefansson became the leader of Manitoba on November 2, 2021, as a result 
of being elected by her party to take over from Brian Pallister who resigned from 
office with just a 34% approval rating—of which her first sounding immediately after 
her ascension was at a mere 28% (six points lower than her predecessor.) The 
question was whether she could get a bounce from her first quarter in office—and 
clocking in at 30% now should be considered more of a placeholder rather than any 
kind of impressive upward vote of confidence in her governing job to date. Having 
said that, the premier has until at least October 3, 2023, to head to the polls so 
there’s a lot of time yet to determine where this may all end up in the future. In the 
interim, she may want to keep an eye on the fortunes of Premier Kenney with whom 
she is currently tied at the bottom of the list in approval ratings to see if there’s 
anything she can learn from in the months ahead.

-30-

Methodology 

These are some of the findings released by Maru Public Opinion from a survey undertaken 
between February 12-23, 2022, by Maru/Blue of 5308 randomly selected Canadian adults 
who are Maru Voice Canada online panelists. For comparison purposes, a probability 
sample of this size has an estimated margin of error (which measures sampling 
variability) of +/- 1.4%, 19 times out of 20. The results have been weighted by 
education, age, gender, and region (and in Quebec, language) to match the population 
according to Census data which ensures the sample is representative of the entire adult 
population of Canada. Discrepancies in or between totals when compared to the data 
tables are due to rounding. Because of extremely small sample sizes, approval ratings 
cannot be provided for Prince Edward Island, Nunavut, the Northwest Territories, and the 
Yukon. Respondents are given the choice to complete the survey in either English or 
French. 

Panel and data services provider Maru Blue is deeply rooted in the Maru/HUB technology 
platform and offers on-demand, high quality, highly scalable online community samples of 
deeply engaged, known respondents. Because of extremely small sample sizes, approval 
ratings cannot be provided for Prince Edward Island, Nunavut, the Northwest Territories, 
and the Yukon.

Excerpts from this release of findings should be properly attributed, with interpretation 
subject to clarification or correction. Maru Public Opinion does not do any work for any 
political party. 

Maru Public Opinion polls with supporting detailed tables and a tracking chart for this 
release is found at Maru Public Opinion Canada. Corporate information can be found at the 
Maru Group website.

https://www.marugroup.net/polling
https://www.marugroup.net/maru-blue
https://www.marugroup.net/public-opinion-polls/canada
https://www.marugroup.net/
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How we Calculate the Approval Ratings—and how there can be differences 
between ours and other publicly released approval ratings of the Premiers

Our question to our adult (18+) population respondents in their province is straight 
forward: 

Do you approve or disapprove of the performance of each of the following people? 
[Insert name of Premier]:
[Choose one]

Strongly approve
Moderately approve
Moderately disapprove
Strongly disapprove
Not sure

We then take the top two responses and add them together (Strongly 
approve/Somewhat approve) and this produces the “Approval” number that is put 
into this release. We also add the two bottom responses together (Moderately 
disapprove/Strongly disapprove) and while this is not shown in the release or the 
ranking chart that accompanies this release, it is in the detailed tables that are 
released at the same time.

And we don’t change anything else—we don’t report the “Not sure” percentage, but 
again, these are reported in the tables. This is the way we have done it for decades, 
so we have not changed how we do the calculation. There are, however, others who 
may ask the exact same question with the same methodology but get a different 
answer because they remove the “Not sure” group and then rebase and recalculate 
the new net results. There is nothing wrong in doing this—but it does produce a 
different result (sometimes as much as five percentage points) which is sometimes 
confusing to people when they hear different approval ratings and try to compare 
them on an apples-to-apples basis.

For more information contact:

John Wright
Executive Vice President
Maru Public Opinion
Direct Toronto +1.416.919.2101
john.wright@marublue.com

mailto:john.wright@marublue.com
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Painting Better Pictures, Faster
Maru Public Opinion is a research channel for the Maru Group

http://www.marugroup.net/polling
http://www.marugroup.net/

