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TORONTO, May 12, 2022—A new Postmedia/Maru Public Opinion survey undertaken 
in the past few days in both Canada and the United States found that a majority (73%) 
of Canadians believe a woman should be able to get an abortion if she decides she 
wants one no matter what the reason, this compared to just a slim majority (53%) in 
the United States with the same view.

While a decision by the Canadian Supreme Court in 1988 ensured that having an 
abortion in Canada is not limited by law, the leak of a United States Supreme Court 
draft opinion suggests that the 1973 landmark Roe v. Wade decision, which guaranteed 
US federal constitutional protections of abortion rights may be overturned has sparked 
debate on both sides of the border. 

The survey explored and contrasted various elements that underpin the abortion issue, 
and which are driving opinions among both Canadians and Americans.

A majority (63%) find having an abortion not limited by law acceptable

A majority (63%) of Canadians find having an abortion not limited by law in Canada to 
be acceptable, compared with just one in 10 (12%) who find it unacceptable. The 
remainder (25%) either don’t care one way or the other (14%) or venture that they 
don’t know (11%).

Those who are most likely to find this current situation to be acceptable are found in 
British Columbia (70%), followed by those living in Atlantic Canada (66%), 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (65%), Ontario (63%), Alberta (61%), and Québec (58%). 
Women (67%) are more likely than men (59%) to have this view, as well as those who 
are the youngest (aged 18-34, 66%) and oldest (55+, 64%) Canadians when compared 
to those who are middle-aged (35-54, 60%).

Those who find the current arrangement unacceptable (12%) are most likely to reside in 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (16%), followed by those living in Alberta (14%), Atlantic 
Canada (13%), Ontario (12%), Québec (11%), and British Columbia (10%). Men (13%) 
are almost on par with women (11%) in having this view, with those who are the oldest 
Canadians (55+, 14%) more likely than those who are either middle-aged (35-54, 11%) 
or the youngest in Canada (18-34 ,10%) to have this perspective.

The perspective among Americans

According to a leaked initial draft majority opinion, it would appear that the US Supreme 
Court has voted to strike down the 1973 landmark Roe v. Wade decision which 
guaranteed federal constitutional protections of abortion rights, and a subsequent 1992 
decision — Planned Parenthood v. Casey — that largely maintained the right. Assuming 
that the Supreme Court draft opinion is eventually proclaimed, half (53%) of Americans 
would find it unacceptable, compared to three in ten (29%) who would find such a ruling 
acceptable. There is another one in six (18%) of Americans who either don’t care one 
way or the other and (9%) don’t know what view they should take. 

Cross border abortion rights
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More women (56%) than men (49%) would find this decision to be unacceptable, 
with those who are older (55+, 55%) more likely than those who are middle-aged 
(35-54, 53%) or the youngest Americans (aged 18-34, 50%) to share this view. 
Conversely, more men (35%) would find this ruling acceptable than women (24%), 
with virtually no differentiation with respect to age.

A majority (72%) say the government should leave things as they are

When asked what they think the Canadian government should do with respect to 
having an abortion not limited by law in Canada, a majority (72%) of Canadians say 
that the government should leave things as they are compared with just one in ten 
(11%) who believe that government should reopen the issue of abortion. The 
remainder (17%) either don’t care one way or the other (9%) or don’t know (8%) 
what the government should do. 

Those most likely to want the government to reopen the issue of abortion (11%) can 
be found in Atlantic Canada (17%), followed by those living in Alberta (15%), 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (13%), Ontario (12%), Québec (8%), and British Columbia 
(7%). There is no differentiation compared to the national average among gender and 
age.

A majority (73%) believe a woman should be able to get an abortion if 
she wants one 

A majority (73%) of Canadians believe a woman should be able to get an abortion if 
she decides she wants one, no matter the reason. This compares the remainder 
(27%) with one in five (21%) who believe that abortion should only be legal in certain 
circumstances and just a fraction (6%) who feel that abortion should be illegal in all 
circumstances.

For the fraction (6%) of Canadians who believe that having an abortion should be 
illegal in all circumstances, two-thirds (66%) say that their personal religious beliefs 
factor into their position (37% very much). It would appear that roughly three percent 
(3%) of Canadians who believe that having an abortion should be illegal in all 
circumstances due to their personal religious beliefs.

Of those who believe that abortion should only be legal in certain circumstances
(21%), they rank those circumstances as follows: 

 if the pregnancy puts the mother’s life at risk – 70%
 if the pregnancy was the result of rape or incest – 63% 
 when there’s evidence that the baby may be severely physically impaired – 44%
 when there is evidence that the baby may be severely mentally impaired – 43%
 if the pregnancy puts the mother’s mental health at risk – 28%
 if the pregnancy is unwanted – 13%
if the baby cannot be financially supported – 10%

The perspective among Americans

Half of Americans (52%) believe that a woman should be able to get an abortion if she
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decides she wants one, no matter the reason (55% women/48% men). This compares 
with four in ten (38% (42% men/34% women)) who believe that abortion should only 
be legal in certain circumstances, and another one in ten (10% equally women/men) 
who say that abortion should be illegal in all circumstances.
Of those Americans who believe that abortion should be illegal in all circumstances 
(10%), the vast majority (82%) indicate that their religious beliefs factor into this 
position.

Of those Americans who believe that abortion should only be legal in certain 
circumstances (38%), they rank those circumstances as follows: 

 if the pregnancy puts the mother’s life at risk – 71%
 if the pregnancy was the result of rape or incest – 68% 
 when there’s evidence that the baby may be severely physically impaired – 45%
 when there is evidence that the baby may be severely mentally impaired – 41%
 if the pregnancy puts the mother’s mental health at risk – 28%
 if the pregnancy is unwanted – 9%
 if the baby cannot be financially supported – 8%

A minority (23%) believe governments and courts must make it harder to 
get an abortion 

One quarter (23%) of Canadians believe that governments and the courts must make 
it harder everywhere to get an abortion than it is now. Those taking this position are
most likely to be found in Atlantic Canada (26%), followed by those living in 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (25%), Ontario (24%), Alberta (23%), Québec (20%), and 
British Columbia (19%). Men (25%) are more likely than women (21%) to take this 
position, as well as those who are the youngest Canadians (18-34, 25%) compared to 
their older counterparts (21%). 

On the alternate, a majority (77%) disagree that governments and courts must make 
it harder everywhere to get an abortion than it is now.

The perspective among Americans

Four in ten (39%) Americans believe that state governments in the courts must make 
it harder everywhere to get an abortion (compared with 61% who disagree with this 
view.) Men (40%) and women (38%) are equally likely to share this perspective with 
very little differentiation in age compared to the national average. 

A majority (77%) say any woman from the United States who wants an 
abortion should come to Canada

A majority (77%) of Canadians agree that any woman from the United States who 
wants an abortion but can’t get it there should be allowed to enter Canada and get 
one if they pay the actual cost for the medical procedure. Those supporting this 
arrangement the most reside in Québec (83%) and British Columbia (82%) and least 
of all in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (68%). Women (78%) and men (76%) are aligned 
with this potential arrangement, with the youngest Canadians (18-34, 82%) being 
most likely among age groups to render support. 
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A minority (23%) disagree that any woman from the United States who wants an 
abortion but can’t get it there should be allowed to enter Canada and get one if they 
pay the actual cost for the medical procedure. Those most likely to take this position 
reside in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (32%), followed by those living in Atlantic Canada 
(30%), Alberta (26%), Ontario (24%), British Columbia (18%), and Québec (17%). 
Men (24%) and women (22%) share this perspective almost equally, with those who 
are middle-aged and older (35+, 24%) being most in favor compared to their younger 
counterparts (aged 18-34, 18%).

Minority (20%) will support/vote for any legislator who openly wants to 
make abortion illegal

Just one in five (20%) Canadians indicate that they will support and vote for any 
legislator who openly wants to make abortion illegal. This group is most likely to be 
found in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (24%), Alberta (23%), Ontario (22%), and Atlantic 
Canada (21%), followed by those living in Québec (16%) and British Columbia (14%). 
Men (25%) are more likely than women (21%) to hold this view, along with those who 
are the youngest (aged 18–24, 25%) Canadians when compared to their older 
counterparts (21%).

The perspective among Americans

One-third (35%) of Americans indicate that they will support and vote for any 
legislator who openly wants to make abortion illegal (compared with 65% who take 
the opposite position). Those who are supportive of this advocacy are almost equally 
men (36%) and women (34%),  are led by the youngest Americans (aged 18-34, 
40%) compared with their older counterparts (35+, 33%).

The majority (78%) believe the federal government needs to pass 
legislation protecting the right to an abortion

A majority (78%) of Canadians believe that the federal government needs to pass 
legislation that protects the right to an abortion. This view is held most strongly by 
residents of Québec (88%), followed by those living in British Columbia (83%), 
Ontario (77%), Atlantic Canada (71%), and in each Manitoba/Saskatchewan/Alberta 
(65%). Women (84%) are more likely than men (72%) to hold this view and have 
higher support from both the youngest (aged 18-34, 80%) and oldest (55+, 80%) 
Canadians compared to their middle-aged (35-54, 74%) counterparts.

Those who take the opposite position (22%) and believe that there is no need for the 
federal government to pass legislation protecting the right to an abortion reside 
foremost in Alberta (35%), and Manitoba/Saskatchewan (34%), followed by those 
living in Atlantic Canada (29%), Ontario (23%), British Columbia (17%), and Québec 
(12%). Men (28%) are more likely than women (16%) to take this position, and those 
who are middle-aged (26%) are much more supportive than either their younger or 
older counterparts (20%).
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Half (50%) believe abortion rights are now under threat in Canada due to 
what’s happening in the USA

Half (50%) of Canadians believe that abortion rights are now under threat in Canada 
due to what’s happening in the United States. This group is led by those residing in 
Québec (56%), followed by those from Atlantic Canada (51%), Alberta (50%),  
Manitoba/Saskatchewan (50%), Ontario (49%), and British Columbia (44%). Women 
(56%) are more likely than men (45%) to hold this view as well as those who are the 
youngest Canadians (18-34, 60%) compared to their middle-aged (35-54, 48%) and 
oldest (55+, 45%) counterparts.

The other half (50%) of Canadians who don’t believe that abortion rights are now 
under threat in Canada due to what’s happening in the United States are most likely to 
hail from British Columbia (56%), followed by those living in Ontario (51%), Alberta 
(50%) and Manitoba/Saskatchewan (50%), Atlantic Canada (49%) and Québec 
(44%). Men (55%) are more likely than women (44%) to take this perspective, as 
well as those who are the oldest Canadians (55+, 55%) than those who are middle-
aged (35-54, 52%) and the youngest Canadians (aged 18-34, 40%).

A majority (70%) say Prime Minister Trudeau’s promise to protect the 
right to abortion is genuine

A majority (70%) of Canadians believe Prime Minister Trudeau’s promise to protect 
the right to an abortion is genuine, not a hollow, cynical political ploy. Those most 
likely to view the Prime Minister’s declaration this way reside in the province of 
Québec (84%), followed by those living in British Columbia (70%), Ontario (66%), 
Atlantic Canada (63%), Alberta (60%), and Manitoba/Saskatchewan (57%). Women 
(74%) are more likely than men (65%) to hold this view, along with those who are 
the youngest Canadians (aged 18-34, 78%), followed by those who are the oldest 
(55+, 71%) and those who are middle-aged (35-54, 61%).

Those Canadians who view this pledge as no more than a hollow, cynical ploy by the 
Prime Minister (30%) are most likely to reside in both Manitoba/Saskatchewan (43%) 
and Alberta (40%), followed by those living in Atlantic Canada (37%), Ontario (34%), 
British Columbia (30%), and Québec. Men (35%) are more likely than women (26%) 
to have this perspective, as well as those who are middle-aged (35-54, 39%), 
followed by those who are the oldest (55+, 29%) and the youngest (18-34, 22%) 
Canadians.

The perspective among Americans

A majority (56%) of Americans believe that President Joe Biden’s vow in 2019 to 
protect abortion rights by enacting legislation that would make Roe V Wade “the law of 
the land” if it were overturned by the Supreme Court is absolutely genuine, and not 
a hollow, cynical political ploy. 
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Men (59%) are more likely than women (53%) to have this view, along with those 
who are both the youngest (aged 18-34, 57%) and oldest Americans (55+, 57%) 
compared to their middle-aged counterparts (53%).

Alternatively, a sizable minority (44%) disagree that the president’s vow is genuine, 
not a hollow, cynical political ploy. Women (47%) are more likely than men (41%) 
to have this perspective, along with those who are middle-aged (35-54, 47%) 
compared with their younger and older counterparts (43%).

A majority (82%) agree outlawing abortions will cause many women to 
die 

A majority (82%) of Canadians agree that outlawing abortions will cause many 
women to die because they may seek the procedure outside of the medical system. 
This view is strongest held in both British Columbia (86%) and Québec (85%), 
followed by those living in Ontario (82%), Alberta (80%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan 
(78%), and Atlantic Canada (75%). Women (86%) are more likely than men (78%) 
to believe that this may occur while older Canadians (55+, 84%) are more likely 
than those who are the youngest (18-34, 82%) and middle-aged (35-54, 80%) to 
have this view.

The minority who disagree (18%), are more likely to reside in Atlantic Canada 
(25%), followed by those living in Manitoba/Saskatchewan 22%), Alberta (20%), 
Ontario (18%), Québec (15%), and British Columbia (14%). Men (22%) are also 
more likely than women (14%) to disagree with this proposition along with those 
who were middle-aged (35-54, 20%) compared to those who are the youngest 
(aged 18-34, 18%) and oldest (55+, 16%) Canadians.

The perspective among Americans

A majority (70%) of Americans believe that outlawing abortions will cause many 
women to die because they may seek the procedure outside of the medical system. 
Women (74%) are more likely than men (66%) to hold this view, along with those 
who are the youngest Americans (aged 18-34, 73%) compared with their middle-
aged (35-54, 71%) and oldest (55+, 68%) counterparts.
A minority (30%) disagree with this view – more likely among men (34%) 
compared to women (26%) and those who are the oldest Americans (55+, 32%), 
compared with their younger counterparts (28%).

A minority (39%) believe abortions are not necessary if birth control 
measures are practiced

A minority (39%) of Canadians believe that abortions are not necessary if birth 
control measures are practiced. This view is most likely to be found among those 
who are living in Manitoba/Saskatchewan (43%), followed by those living in both 
Ontario (41%) and Atlantic Canada (41%), Québec (38%), Alberta (35%), and 
British Columbia (34%). 
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Men (41%) are more likely than women (36%), to have this point of view and there 
is virtually no differentiation when it comes to age compared to the national 
average.

The perspective among Americans

A majority (54%) of Americans hold the view that abortions are not necessary if birth 
control measures are practiced – more so among men (57%) than women (51%), and 
more likely among those who are middle-aged and older (35+, 56%) compared with 
those who are the youngest Americans (aged 18-34, 49%).
A sizable minority (46%) reject this view and is most prevalent among women (49%) 
compared to men (43%), along with those who are the youngest Americans (aged 18-
34, 51%) compared to those who are older (35+, 45%).

-30-

Methodology

These are some of the findings from a study released by Maru Public Opinion
undertaken by its sample and data collection experts at Maru/Blue on May 5-8, 2022, 
among a random selection of 1,518 Canadian adults who are Maru Voice Canada 
panelists. The results were weighted by education, age, gender, and region (and in 
Quebec, language) to match the population, according to Census data. Respondents 
could respond in either English or French. For the United States, the survey was 
conducted among a random selection of 1,515 American adults who are Maru 
Springboard America online panelists. The results have been weighted by education, 
age, gender, and region to match the population according to US Census data which 
ensures the sample is representative of the entire adult population of the United States. 
For comparison purposes, a probability sample of this size for each of Canada and the 
United States has an estimated margin of error (which measures sampling variability) 
of +/- 2.5%, 19 times out of 20. Discrepancies in or between totals when compared to 
the data tables are due to rounding. 

Panel and data services provider Maru Blue is deeply rooted in the Maru/HUB 
technology platform and offers on-demand, high-quality, highly scalable online 
community samples of deeply engaged, known respondents. Excerpts from this release 
of findings should be properly attributed, with interpretation subject to clarification or 
correction. Maru Public Opinion is a professional services firm dedicated to improving its 
clients' business outcomes. It delivers its services through teams of sector-specific 
research consultants specializing in the use of Insight Community and Voice of Market 
technology. 

Maru Public Opinion does not do any work for any political party. Maru Public Opinion 
polls with supporting detailed tables are found here: Maru Public Opinion Canada. 
Corporate information can be accessed here: Maru Group

https://www.marugroup.net/polling
https://www.marublue.com/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marugroup.net%2Fpublic-opinion-polls%2Fcanada&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdda8522e67dc4a4b040108d9d54ea637%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637775356033966621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LRdANmsjkMhPjkVz2WwmRUMJTWCFT%2F4P%2BuU%2F%2BR8JBUU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marugroup.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdda8522e67dc4a4b040108d9d54ea637%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637775356033966621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=UOtarYWeUbqfCSnggyOEbAiwNS9bDNnZH2%2FqPWbDgeE%3D&reserved=0
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For more information contact:

John Wright
Executive Vice President
Maru Public Opinion
Direct Toronto +1.416.700-4218
john.wright@marublue.com

The experience and insights platform
Maru Public Opinion is a research channel for the Maru Group

mailto:john.wright@marublue.com
http://www.marugroup.net/polling
http://www.marugroup.net/
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