
ECS remains fully virtual at this time.
NEW: ECS Provides Hybrid Model (K-9) starting 2/22

A summary of key details in today’s update (please read this message entirely for more
info):

ECS remains fully virtual at this time. 
The PCR positivity rate of COVID-19 in Allegheny County is 6.8%.  We are
encouraged by the number dropping in Allegheny County, and we are preparing to
open schools to students opting for a hybrid model.
In our small student community of in-person learners since October, no cases of
COVID-19 have been transmitted in our buildings.
The new recommendations and guidelines from the Pennsylvania Department of
Education (PDE) note that a county PCR of 5% to <10% is moderate (level of
transmission in the county) and can support a blended learning or virtual model
Hybrid model for students will begin on February 22; Virtual model will continue for
students enrolled.  Please see below for details regarding the hybrid model.
Families can select a hybrid model Monday, Feb. 1- Wednesday, Feb. 3.  Look for
an email from your building principal to complete the survey.

Dear ECS Families,

ECS is committed to providing in-person education for students in the safest way
possible.  

At this time, there is overwhelming evidence that opening schools are both necessary and
in the best interest of children in our community.

ECS is one of two other districts in Allegheny County that have not opened since
March. During this extended time, we worked closely with public health officials to review
protocols and procedures, update facilities based on CDC guidelines, and develop best
practices for working with children and supporting adults in school facilities. 

The PCR rate continues to drop in Allegheny County (6.8% today), coupled with the new
recommendations and guidelines from PDE and Dr. Levine, and ECS has had no positive
test cases among students in our small population attending classes in our three
buildings. Additionally, as Dr. Margaret Honein, a member of the C.D.C.’s Covid-19
emergency response team, recently noted on Tuesday, “...there is accumulating data now
that with high face mask compliance, and distancing and cohorting of students to minimize
the total number of contacts, we can minimize the amount of transmission in schools.”

Given this evidence, we are opening buildings K-9 for a hybrid model starting
February 22. Next Monday, you will receive an email from your building principal that will
ask for you to choose one of two models for the remainder of quarter 3. You will have an
additional opportunity to “opt-in” to Hybrid at the end of quarter 3 if you choose to remain
virtual. You may move from Hybrid to virtual at any time but cannot move from virtual to
Hybrid. Please review the following options in preparation for Monday’s survey to decide
which works best for your child at this time:

K-5 HYBRID MODEL DESCRIPTION 
6-8 HYBRID MODEL DESCRIPTION

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/DeterminingInstructionalModels.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/DeterminingInstructionalModels.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/DeterminingInstructionalModels.aspx
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/26/world/cdc-schools-reopening.html?campaign_id=174&emc=edit_csb_20210127&instance_id=26458&nl=coronavirus-schools-briefing&regi_id=105885546&segment_id=50385&te=1&user_id=867c3c3d67097938918adc8cbfbbb60e
https://files.constantcontact.com/748f1a22101/98eeaffd-5c65-410c-8f9e-cde79e605071.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/748f1a22101/cafc379d-37c4-4fb8-a9af-e024320c0540.pdf


9 IN-PERSON MODEL DESCRIPTION

Please understand that we will be assigning cohorts based on a variety of factors, and can
not take personal requests at this time. Note: We are aligning siblings to the same cohort
days, and will consider alternative cohorts if the request is made in writing by Wednesday,
February 3rd to both building principals, if necessary. 

As you make your decision regarding the hybrid or virtual model, please know that
transportation is likely to be unstable. Bussing and coordination with PPS and
transportation companies have been challenging, and it continues to be an uphill
battle. Please work to arrange alternative transportation to school for the short term as we
continue to pressure for this service for our students.

Thank you, 

Jon McCann

Announcements

Current ECS Student Enrollment
NEW THIS YEAR - Current ECS families are
automatically enrolled for the 21-22 school year.
If your plans for the 21-22 school year have
changed, please notify the Enrollment Office.

Food Service Reminder
The food service order form for the week of Feb.
8 is available and must be completed by noon
on Wednesday, Feb. 3.
Learn more and submit your order...

Upcoming Dates
Jan. 29: Report Cards Go
Home
February is Black History
Month!
Feb. 1: Application deadline to
be considered in the lottery
Feb. 3: Last day to select
preferred learning model
Feb. 8: Last day to submit
photo to the yearbook
Feb. 16: Lottery
Feb. 22: K-9 Hybrid Model
Begins

Enrollment - Application Deadline Approaching: Feb. 1

Sibling Preference
Have a sibling that would like to attend ECS for the 2021-2022
school year? Please complete an application by logging in to your
SchoolMint account and pressing the add/edit new student
application.

A sibling is defined as one of two or more individuals having at
least one common parent/guardian. A birth certificate is required
for sibling preference for the proof of child's age on the
application. Sibling preference does not guarantee enrollment.

 Tell a friend or neighbor that ECS is accepting applications through February 1st!

PCO Announcements

K-9 Student Yearbook Photo Collection 
The K-9 student photo collection will look a bit different, and since there wasn’t a school
photo day this fall, we will need your help to collect individual photos. Learn more about
the photo guidelines and submit your photo by Feb. 8, 2021.

Submit Your Photo!

https://files.constantcontact.com/748f1a22101/2c8b7e55-e249-4da5-817a-df589b06f980.pdf
mailto:kristan.abeshouse@ecspgh.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfS7OUJ9iueRo8ZAOP6ysbiVdvBD5IitGHqRNNhoOHBpYsXGQ/viewform
https://ecspgh.org/apply?utm_source=Constant%20Contact&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Jan_29_2021_Reopening_Update
https://images.schoolannualonline.com/415983939


Please make sure to save your photos with the file name
"Homebase_LastName_FirstName" (example: 3C_Doe_John.jpg). This will help the
committee organize the photos without having to guess who each student is, and it will
also provide the proper spelling of students' names. Please contact Jill Farringdon with
questions at yearbook@ecspco.org.

Stay Connected!
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