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Miracle on South
Division Street

WRITTEN BY Tom Dudzick

Set in 2010, Miracle on South Division Street finds the Nowak family,
amidst the urban rubble of Buffalo’s East Side, performing their unique
Christmas ritual of gathering at the shabby old homestead to
commemorate the family “miracle.” According to legend, on Christmas
Eve in 1942 the Blessed Mother herself appeared to Grandpa in the
family barbershop. Now Clara, the family matriarch, happily tends the
family heirloom, a twenty-foot memorial shrine to the Virgin Mary
which adjoins the house. As the play develops, daughter Ruth divulges
her plan to finally “go public” with the miracle by creating a one-
woman Christmas Show about the sacred event. During the course of
the meeting, the entire family’s faith is shaken to the very core when a
deathbed confession causes the family legend to unravel. The results
are heartfelt and hilarious.

NOVEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 14, 2025 | CITADEL THEATRE
DIRECTED BY Scott Shallenbarger



Naomi Hershman............ccoooeiiiiiiiiiicceeeeee Clara
Lorelei StUrM.......ccccooiiiiiiiiiiie e Beverly
Mindy SROTE.......ceiiiiiiiiiee et Ruth
Robert Wood Frank............ccooiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e Jimmy
Sheri WarTeN.......eeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeteeeteeee et U/S Clara
Jen Ruffner......c.cccocvvviiiiiiniiiiiiiccccecccecseecreeeennne22 U/S Beverly
Jamie Hendler...........ooiiiiiiiiiiieee e U/S Ruth
Philip J. Macaluso........ccccoovieiiiiiiniieieciieeececeeceeee e U/S Jimmy

Scott Shallenbarger..........coccveeviieiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee e Director
Mathew Kier......coccueiiiiiiiiiiiicceeeee e Stage Manager
Ellen Phelps/Scott Phelps........ccocccvviiiiiiiniiiiieien. Production Managers
Bob Knuth.....coooiiiie e Scenic Designer
Danielle Reinhardt...........cccccooiiiiiiiiiniiiceeee Costume Designer
Joel ZishuK....ccc..ooiiiiiiiiiii e Lighting Designer
Maya RELeT......cooouiiiiiiiiiieeeteeetee e Sound Designer
Ellen Markus..........cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiicececece, Properties Designer
Mitchell POILtL.......cocoeoviiiiiiiiiiicicceeeeeeeeee ! Technical Director
ALSX TTINN. .o Stage Crew
Caitlin Trudeau............ccooviieniiiniiiniiicnieens House and Operations Director
Special Thanks:

Upscale Rummage | Habitat for Humanity | Andrzejr Krukowski



A Note From Our Director,
Welcome to the season of light!

At this time of year, diverse cultures around the world celebrate
light to symbolize the triumph of radiance over darkness; hope
over despair; and, for some, the arrival of miracles. Speaking of
miracles, you will soon meet the Nowak family of Buffalo, New
York where legend has it that in 1943 on Christmas Eve, the
Virgin Mary appeared to the family patriarch (a barber) and gave
him a message to spread world peace. The barber built a 17-foot-
tall statue of the Blessed Mother, and the shrine still stands
outside the family home on South Division Street. The Nowak
family—for generations—has built their identity on this miracle,
ensuring the legend continue to offer hope, faith, and peace to
those in need.

And I wonder: Is this the only miracle on South Division Street?
Is the word “miracle” limited to holy sightings? Living right
now in a world that often feels divided, I wonder: Is it a miracle
when we choose to be curious about what we don’t understand
(versus disparaging the unfamiliar?) Is it a miracle when
someone opens their heart and offers unconditional acceptance?
Perhaps it is a miracle when we offer our light to someone
walking in their darkness. Throughout my life, I have deeply
benefitted from those who gave freely of themselves in my time
of need; and because of their encouragement (and selflessness,) I
was able to walk out of the shadow of hardship and imagine a
new tomorrow. Which felt like a miracle.

As the poet Rumi reminds, “If everything around seems dark,
look again: You may be the light.”
After all,

“Tis the season!

Scott Shallenbarger
Director
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Naomi Hershman (Clara)

Seen on suburban stages across the North Shore for over 26 years,
Naomi’s most favored roles include Old Woman in Les Misérables, Rosie
in The Wedding Singer, Aunt Eller in Oklahoma, Mabel in Pajama Game,
and Yente in Fiddler on the Roof. A long time fan of Citadel Theatre, she
is beyond thrilled to bring this role to life, one that resonated deeply with
her from the very first read, especially as the daughter of a Rabbi. Naomi
is profoundly grateful to the incredible production team and her fellow
performers. Heartfelt thanks to “family” and friends for their love and
unending support. Here’s to love, laughter, and the beautiful chaos of life
on (and off) the stage!

Lorelei Sturm (Beverly)

Lorelei is thrilled to be making her Citadel Theatre debut in Miracle on
South Division Street. Recent stage credits include Karin in the Church
Basement Ladies - The Last Potluck Supper at Fireside Theatre in Ft.
Atkinson, WI and Chelsea in On Golden Pond at Little Theatre on the
Square in Sullivan, IL. She holds a Master's Degree in Acting from Wayne
State University. Lorelei is also a Registered Dietitian and certified yoga
instructor. You can find her on YouTube as Nutrition with Lorelei and
Namasturm Yoga.

Mindy Shore (Ruth)

Mindy is elated to return to the Citadel Theatre after trekking through the
woods this summer as the traveler in The Queens Museum. Other acting
credits include Kairos (Gina u/s) & Vinegar Tom (Margery) with Red Theater,
where she is also an ensemble member, This One Will Grow (Glass

Apple), Reap The Grove (Artemisia), Tutus (Haven), Bechdel Fest(Broken
Nose), and Hitting Guac Bottom (Second City Training Center). In addition,
Mindy is an ensemble member with A Short Leap Theatre, where she made
her associate directorial debut this year with The Subtle, Sublime
Transformation of Benny V. She is a proud graduate of the University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign, where she earned her BFA. She has also trained
at Second City, Improv Olympic, and ComedySportz Chicago. Love to Ben,
Hoda & the cats. She dedicates this and every performance to her

mother. mindyshore.com for more.


http://mindyshore.com/

Robert Wood Frank (Jimmy)

Robert Wood Frank (He/Him/His) is thrilled to be in his first show at
Citadel Theatre. Robert is a classically trained actor and a graduate of the
University of Minnesota/Guthrie BFA Actor Training Program. He's a
recent Chicago transplant, and excited for what the future holds.

Sheri Warren (Clara Understudy)

Sheri Warren is delighted by the opportunity to work with Citadel Theatre
for the first time! Favorite previous roles include Mrs. Lovett in Sweeney
Todd (Theatre 121), Annie Wilkes in Misery (Janesville Little Theater),
the Baker's Wife in Into the Woods (Townsquare Players and Lakeside
Players) and the Killer Queen in We Will Rock You (Haylofters Theater).
Sheri lives in Lake in the Hills with her wife, far too many cats and her
beagle Virginia Woof. She thanks the production staff and cast for
welcoming a first-timer and her family for all of their loving support!

Jen Ruffner (Beverly Understudy)

JenRuffneris excited to be part of her first show at Citadel and will be
back again to understudy for Admissions. Jen’s most recent role was Kate
in Dancing at Lughnasa at Devonshire Playhouse in Skokie. Other
favorite roles include Sister James in Doubt (Cleveland Play House),
Dawn in Lobby Hero (Beck Center), and Wendy in WAIT! (Cleveland
Public Theatre). Jenhas a BFA in Theater Arts/Performance from Hofstra
University. She loves supporting young theatre artists and has worked
with students at Niles North High School, Thin Ice Ensemble Theatre, and
alongside acting/college audition coach Lynn Baber. Jen is the group
sales manager for Music Theater Works, and a real estate broker with
@properties. She is thankful to her friend Jen Russell for encouraging her
to audition, and grateful to her husband Joe and their daughters Bella &
Sofia for their love and support!



Jamie Hendler (Ruth Understudy)

Jamie Hendler is thrilled to make her Citadel Theatre debut in Miracle on
South Division Street and to return to working with director Scott “Shall”
Shallenbarger. Jamie has trained at the Piven Theatre Workshop, National
High School Institute at Northwestern University (f.k.a. Cherubs), The
Second City, and WashU’s Performing Arts Department. Favorite stage
credits include Legally Blonde (Paulette), Les Misérables (Fantine), Spring
Awakening (Ilse), Mary Poppins (Mrs. Corry), and Playback Theatre. By
training, she’s a CPA, and by day, she works in e-commerce advertising.
In her free time, you can find her volunteering at her local dog shelter,
teaching WERQ dance cardio, or singing with Jewish a cappella groups.
Jamie is forever grateful for the unwavering support from her family—
Mom, Dad, Ashley, and Milo.

Philip J. Macaluso (Jimmy Understudy)

Philip J. Macaluso has spent most of his life in New York’s Hudson
Valley, but Chicago has been his home since 2021. He last appeared at
Citadel Theatre in 2024°s The Cottage, and was also seen in

2023’s Airness and 2022’s It Runs in the Family.He’s also appeared

at Chicago Children’s Theatre (A Year with Frog & Toad),Oil Lamp
Theater (Failure: A Love Story, Never the Bridesmaid), Black Ensemble
Theater (That’s What Friends Are For, The 2023 Black Playwriting
Festival), The Impostors Theatre (The Last Living Gun, Footholds Vol.4)
and The Athenaeum Center for Thought & Culture (Antigone, Dante
360).Heis thrilled to be returning to Citadel for the fourth consecutive year
and for his first show after marrying the love of his life, Paige.

Tom Dudzick (Playwright)

Tom Dudzick is one of the few playwrights who makes a living at it. His
first play, a Christmas tale called Greetings!, opened at New York’s John
Houseman Theatre and starred Darren McGavin and Greg Edelman. It is
now a holiday favorite across the country and has had well over one
hundred productions. His next play, Over the Tavern, the first in a semi-
autobiographical trilogy, has over three hundred productions under its belt,
with many box office records broken throughout the U.S. Tavern has
recently spawned a holiday musical as well, entitled Christmas Over the
Tavern. The Irish adaptation, Over the Pub, also broke the box office
record at Cork Arts Theatre in Ireland. Tom has written eight plays to date,
most published by Playscripts, Inc. He was recently honored with a
memorial plaque embedded in front of his boyhood home in Buffalo. And
an even greater honor—he was once a question on Jeopardy!



Scott Shallenbarger (Director)

Scott joyfully returns to Citadel Theatre having directed I And You last
season and 2024’s Baby, the Musical. Other representative credits: Les
Miserables; The Glass Menagerie (Jeff-Award;) Six Degrees of
Separation; Love, Valor, Compassion; Our Country’s Good; The Road to
Mecca; Burn This; The Hot L Baltimore; Skyscraper; The Children’s
Crusade; Jeffrey. Scott is a published playwright, teaching artist, and co-
founder of The Power of Story Crew, a team of professional educators and
theatre-makers who facilitate community building workshops for schools,
businesses, therapeutic centers, and civic organizations. A tsunami of love
to Brad, Riley, and Parker.

Mathew Kier (Stage Manager)

Mathew Kier is a recent graduate from the University of lowa, where he
studied theatre with a focus in stage management. While at the University
of lowa, Mathew stage managed and assistant stage managed on many
different productions, from new works and classics like Macbeth, The
Bacchae, & Romeo & Juliet to dance performances and reading. Mathew is
very excited to be working at for the first time at Citadel theatre and would
like to thank his family for their support on his journey.

Bob Knuth (Scenic Designer)

A 17-time Chicago JEFF Award nominee, Bob has received two awards
for Outstanding Scenic Design with Circle Theatre. After 16 years as
Creative Director and Resident Scenic Designer for The Second City
(Chicago, Toronto, Hollywood, Kennedy Center), Bob has recently
pivoted to freelance work and higher education. He is proud to be
directing, designing, and teaching at Lake Forest College. Recent scenic
design credits include Misery, Miracle on Division Street, and Dames at
Sea (Citadel Theatre); Godspell and Fiddler on the Roof (Music Theater
Works); Hairspray (Uptown Music Theater Highland Park); and several
productions at Mercury Theater Chicago, including Young Frankenstein
(JEFF Award nomination), CLUE (JEFF Award nomination), Jersey Boys,
Rock of Ages, The Color Purple, and The Addams Family.
www.bobknuth.com



http://www.bobknuth.com/

Danielle Reinhardt (Costume Designer)

Danielle Reinhardt is excited to collaborate once again with the Citadel
Theatre, having previously designed costumes for Misery, A Jukebox for
The Algonquin, I and You, Dames at Sea, Baby, She Loves Me, and The
Mousetrap. Other recent credits include The 39 Steps, Charlotte's

Web, Hairspray (James Lumber Center for the Performing Arts), Our
Town, You Can't Take It With You, That Day in Tucson (Elgin Community
College Arts Center), Me...Jane (Deerfield Family Theater) as well

as Fairly Grimm Tales, The Summer’s Tale and Pandora's

Box (Mudlark Theater). Danielle holds an MFA in Costume Design from
Northern Illinois University. She would like to thank her family for their
continued support.

Joel Zishuk (Lighting Designer)

Joel Zishuk is a Chicago based Lighting and Projection Designer. Other
professional credits include Les Misérables (Lighting, Uptown Music
Theater), Beehive: The 60°s Musical (Lighting, Cumberland County
Playhouse), Silent Sky (Lighting, Citadel Theatre), FORTS! (Lighting,
filament & Writer’s Theatre), Rubenology (Projections, GableStage), Lady
Day at Emerson's Bar and Grill (Lighting, Florida REP), and Lobby Hero
(Lighting & Projection, Florida REP). He received his BFA in Theatre -
Design and Technology from the University of Central Florida.
www.JoelZishuk.com

Maya Reter (Sound Designer)

Maya Reter (she/her) is a sound artist and storyteller based in Chicago.
Most recently, her work could be heard at Citadel Theatre in I and You,
Dames at Sea, and The Cottage and at Hell in a Handbag's Rudolph the
Red-Hosed Reindeer. Outside of theatre, Maya spends much of her time
working on fantastical audio fiction (Tales From the Singing Porch,
Weirdvoice), film (Body God, Cub) and documentary pieces (American
Dendrite), which often bring her to her favorite place: deep in the woods.


http://www.joelzishuk.com/

Ellen Markus (Properties Designer)

Ellen is thrilled to be back at Citadel working alongside this amazing cast and
crew. Her recent credits include Jukebox for The Algonquin, (Citadel),
Gaslight, Lifespan of a Fact, Complete Works of William Shakespeare
Abridged, First Date, Cry It Out, Gift of the magi, Ripcord, Rooted, The
Revolutionists, Now and Then, Murder on the Nile, Tally’s Folly (Oil Lamp),
Midwest Premier of Diana, Secret Garden (Theo Ubique) Little Shop of
Horrors, Pippin, Ragtime, Little Mermaid (Music Theatre Works) the world
premiere of Gods and Monsters (Theater Wit) Young Frankenstein (Mercury
Theatre). Enjoy this beautiful show!

Mitchell Pollitt (Technical Director)

Mitchell Pollitt is a Chicago-based creator of theatre and film. His theatrical
work can be seen across the Chicago storefront and underground scenes while
his work in film has been featured in festivals both local and international.

Alex Trinh (Stage Crew)

Alex Trinh returns for another show with Citadel to end the year. He
graduated from Tribeca Flashpoint Chicago with an AFA in Audio
Engineering. His recent theatre credits include Misery (Citadel), Side by Side
by Sondheim (Oil lamp), Tom and Eliza(TUTA), Frog and

Toad (Metropolis), The Marvelous Wonderettes (Oil Lamp),A Jukebox for the
Algonguin (Citadel), Carrie (CCPA). Alex’s recent film credits include Power
Off, Play On(Adobe Stock and GKoh Films), Awesome Intelligence (Samsung
and GKoh Films), and Delivery Fee (Lipsitz Films). IG: alex.mf.t

Scott & Ellen Phelps (Production Managers)

Scott & Ellen Phelps are the founders of Citadel Theatre. Scott Phelps is the
Artistic Director of the company, while Ellen Phelps serves as the Managing
Director. Citadel Theatre, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization & one of
Chicagoland’s premier live theatres, is in its 23rd season.
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every donation every purchase every volunteer

helps a family build a decent and creates the opportunity for a better life helps families build strength,
affordable home stability and independence

The Habitat ReStore is a good deal for you, your community and the environment.
Every donation and purchase helps fund Habitat’s mission.

ReStore accepis donations of home improvement materials from individuals, manufacturers, contractors, retailers and distributers, We Pick Upl

o Elgin - restoreelgin.org Arfington Hts - restorearlingtonheights.org
,.-rﬂ— Habitat | Restore 800 M. State Street (Rt 31) - 847-742-9305 955 E. Rand Road - B47-742-8905
Boc [ Sm——_ Tuesday - Sunday 9:00am - 5:00pm Tuesday - Sunday 10:00am - 6:00pm

Create Clarity, Today

Let’s create systems that make your spaces
feel calm, clear, and easy to live in every day.

createclaritytoday.com .« createclaritytodayagmail.com

WE TAKE A
COMM U N |TY-F| RST A P PROACH DIFFERENT APPROACH, BETTER RESULTS
LAKE FOREST BANK

& TRUST COMPANY, N.A

We're proud to sponsor
P i AWINTRUST COMMUNITY BANK

the Citadel Theatre.

Member

inGin
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91 YEARS

1934-2025
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The #1U.S. residential solar company, invites you
to discoverthe magic of solar energy in the
comfort of your home. Find out the facts with a
free and easy no-obligation consultation.

Callv/text:to.847.708.2342. Or email to: sergio.rivera@sunrun.com

MELICHAR
ARCHITECTS
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SUNSET

FOODS
Your locally-owned
neighborhood grocery store!

Sunset Foods is well-known for personalized
customer service, but we are just as committed to
giving back to the communities we serve.

A family tradition of value, quality,
and service since 1937.

Highland Park + Lake Forest - Libertyville
Long Grove * Northbrook




€ 257 ndwlapert Lighing Creatons (ILC] Al nghis reserwed

The professional lighting choice for
Churches + Education « Hospitality
Retail - Architecture - Theatrical
Exhibits + Your Project

Contact ILC at sales@ilc.com or
847-933-9792
Learn more at ilc.com



A Big Shout Out
to Citadel Theatre from

wine(@

INSIDERS

Named America’s Best Online Value Retailer by
Wine Enthusiast

Visit us at



975 NORTH SHORE DR.
LAKE BLUFE

PROUD MEMBER OF

01N Artslink
‘e ORTH

Celebrate the arts
in Lake County.
Click here to join:
https://artslinknorth.com



https://artslinknorth.com/

Citadel Theatre gift
certificates are

-+ CITADEL THEATRE | available for
| W :. | purchase at

S tickets@citadeltheatre.org

C 84/./35.8554 ext. |

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIVE THEATRE!

ﬁ CITADEL
THEATRE
education
REGISTRATION

IS OPEN

FOR CLASSES
AND SHOWS

Shows: 12/197:30pm
12/20 Ttam

I HIGH SrcllDDI.

Questions Contact Erin erina@citadeltheatre.org or. 847-735-8554 x2
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New Assisted Listening System

Thanks to a grant from ComEd Powering the Arts, we
can now address the most significant issue at Citadel
Theatre: hearing the performance!

We’re always striving to improve your experience.
That’s why we’re excited to introduce our brand-new
Wi-Fi Assisted Listening System—designed to make

every performance clearer and more accessible,
ensuring that all our patrons can enjoy the magic of
live theatre to the fullest.

ListenWIFI

Wi-Fi Audio Streaming

&B u

How to Connect:
Before the performance, download the “Listen WIFI”
app to your device, connect to Citadel’s wifi network
and choose your desired channel.

) comed

AN EXELON COMPANY




Please visit the Citadel Restaurant Partners who
offer exclusive discounts to our patrons

CHIEF’S PUB
502 N. Western Ave., Lake Forest, IL 60045
Save 10% discount off entire bill
For reservations call 847.234.3444

OAKEN BISTRO + BAR
200 N. Field Dr., Lake Forest, IL 60045
Save 20% discount off entire bill and special access to happy hour
deals
For reservations call 847.582.6410

JKe

BISTRO + BAR

PRIMO ITALIAN AMERICAN CUISINE
720 Milwaukee Ave., Gurnee, IL 60031
Receive a free appetizer or dessert with purchase of a meal
For reservations call 847.336.3446

Unless otherwise indicated, offers available only for performance date shown on
Citadel ticket emails or tickets. Offers not available in combination with other
discounts, coupons or promotions.

CitadelTheatre.org | 847.735.8554
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= LEVEL |
10 AGES 6-9
$350

BEGINNING
MUSICAL
THEATRE

LEVELII s350
AGES 10-12

K [ MARCH22-MAY17 |
STAGE CITADEL CITADEL
MAKE-UP e e
CLASS | » A D\

8-18 YEARS OLD

$300

JANUARY 11 -
FEBRUARY 22

This class is for the creative
make up enthusiast who loves
to create and become different
characters and creatures. This
is a B week class in which every
week students will learn new
techniques in order to turn
themselves into different ages,
animals, creatures and more!
Each student will receive their
own make up kit in order to be
able to participate in the class.
This is not a performance class.

$250
JANUARY 11-
FEBRUARY 22

Learn the basics of Acting for the stage
and on film through this six week non
performance class. Students will learnithe
basics of theatre and film acting, while
exploring characters and learning what it is
to perform. This class is a learning class and
will not conclude in a performance.

JANUARY 11 - FEBERUARY 22
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YEARS

JANUARY 11 - MARCH 1
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[ Sing Out, Lowise!-
5-Week Vocal Workshop
January 11th-May 17th $395
Calling all young singers aged 6-11!
Come join our fun, supportive, and

inspiring group vocal workshop
where your voice takes center stage.

‘+ What to Expect:

» Develop your singing technique
¢ Build confidence in solo and
group singing
* Explore a variety of songs and styles
* Make new friends who love music
as much as youdo

CITADEL

THEATRE

EDUCATION

TthEﬁ.
XN THEATES
' THE \ AN

MUSICAL THEATRE
MOVEMENT CLASS

AGES 10-18
JANUARY 11TH

7%

- MAY 17TH
$395

\ DANCE

© STAGE
PRESENCE,

TAUGHT BY PROFESSIONAL
INDUSTRY PERFORMER

BYE BYE
BIRD

SCHEDULE:
MONDAY-FRIDAYA

9:00 AM - 3:00£M
NO CAMP (’
JULY 3RD & JULY 6TH

e Join us for an exciting 4-week
theatre experience as we sing, dance,
and act our way through the

CHARACTER '
_ & EMOTION

classic musical Bye Bye Birdie!

% ABOUT THE SHOW:
Bye Bye Birdie is a fun, high-enargy musical set
in the 1950s that tells the story of rock’n’
roll sensation Conrad Birdie.



Join us for our NAME A SEAT campaign!

Let's celebrate the new and improved Citadel Theatre!

Have you noticed our new seats?
One can be yours today!

In participating...

You can customize a 4" x 1 ¥2" gold
plagque that we will place on a seat
in our theatre. Your plaque will
include your name and a
customized description.
Suggestions include: In Honor Of,
In Memory Of, Dedicated To,
Supporting, etc.

Visit citadeltheatre.org to Name a Seat
and learn more!



Donations 9/01/2024 -10/29/2025

$5,000+ new
Dr. Mary Dwyer & James Ahr
The Grainger Foundation
IWLinois Arts Council
Janice & Michael MacDougal
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
Music Heals International
Judi & Tom Olenick
Loan & Norbert Riedel
Stephena C Romanoff
Lisa Sanfilippo
Nadine & Kirk Shepard
Robin & Sandy Stuart
Pam & David Waud
Mimi & Ernie Wish
Mark & Lisa Wolfe-DiGanci

$2000-$4999
Carol & Bob Beilfuss
ComEd Powering the Arts Grant

Susan & Stuart Fried

Terry Hall
Lake Forest Women’s Club
Margaret Norman & Gerald Vladimer

Diane Tang

$1000-$1999
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Kathryn Butzlaff
John Cialone & David Seleb
Cathy Cirrincione
Erin & Rick Cummisford
Tim Hanlon
Ms. Eva Heilman
Mary & Peter Hulick
Lynn & Ned Jessen
Doris Lim

Janet & Mark Mason
Cathy & Jeff Miller
Peg & Craig Sampson
Debbie & Michael Sorkin
Cori Staley

$500-$999
Alex Anderson
Beverly & Ralph Behrens
Prue & Frank Beidler
Phillip Bellagamba
Calvine & Charles Bowen
Sara & William Boyle
Rebecca & Jonathan Freeman
Deborah & Rick Gallagher
Perry Georgopoulos
David Kessler
Gay & Christopher Lehman
Alicia & James Lennon
Karen & Mark Mass
Ted Maynard
Melinda & David Mooney
Tiffany Notz
Olga Novitskaya & Denys Petrenko
Riedel Family Fund
Patti Shuma & Craig Fox
Sharon & Brian Sill
DeBorah Sirilla & John Cullen
Sara & Robert Smith
Jill & Leif Soderberg
Ms. Maureen Sreenan
Camille & Keith Stohlgren
Janice & Richard Sugar
Beth Teich
Meredith Wright
Jan & John Zobus
Linda & Albert Zoller



Donations (continued)

$250-$499
Sandra Abel
Kim & Dave Barra
Stuart Burstein
Raymond Buschmann
Brenda & Walter Bushala
Renee Clark
Alexandra & George Covington
Sally Coyle
Patricia & Mark Damisch
Thomas Davis
Amy Dickinson & Jim Futransky
Thomas Digan
Stephanie & Jeffrey Emrich
Keri & Douglas Falls
Susan Gaud
Denise Fiducia & Brooks Gerlach
Trey Gonzales & Kip Helverson
Eugene Hotchkiss
Katie & Gordon Jones
Barbara Laspesa
Lori Lennon & Donald Lynch
Todd Logan
Susan Lovell
Joan & Brian Maxwell
Sally McDonald & Richard Levin
Nancy & David Michael
Elaine & Jim Opsitnik
Lee & Nick Pinchuk
Lori Rozdolsky
Dr. & Mr. Linda Salmon
Kendra Scott
Maria Sharkey
Mary & Robert Shaw
Pierce Shepard
Margaret & John Snow
Kelly Starr

Elissa & Daniel Strumphler
Jennifer Wemstrom

$100-$249
Amy Barcroft Murphy
David Berg
Sharon Bergseth
Marvin Bero
Wyn Cain
David Carlson
Marilyn Carolan
Marion & Gene Cartwright
Sharon & Allen Chichester
Joann & Jack Childers
Ms. Shirley Conibear
Suzanne H. Conolly Dye
Elizabeth Dlouhy
Ms. Ruta Dzelme
Erika Eddy
Sally Fletcher
Judy Friedes-Craig
John Fultz
Bryna & Ed Gamson
Kate Glebov
Catherine & Dennis Gross
Ronald Hilton
Alan Hoffman
Tanya Huang
Nancy Hull
Emily & Robert Jennings
Adrienne Johns
Kenneth Kadleck
Candy Keegan
Ms. Tori Keeling
Monique & Jack Kellman
Julianna & Daniel Kim
Mary & Gary Knochel



Donations (continued)

$100-$249 (cont'd)

Susan Krause Sophia Twichell
Linda & Robert Lawrence Dave Van Singel
Bernardine Lewis Steven Zeal
Kristi Lindahl & Bob Heymann Charlie Zidek
Mark Linenberg
Paul Lisnek

Karen Longe
Marjorie Lundy & James Godshalk Thank you to all who

Jennifer McGregor support Citadel Theatre's

Susan Morgans . . . .
David & Nancy Napalo mission to bring live

Sherri & Bob Nichols theatre to Lake County!
Shelley Norton
Barbara & Ken Oakes
Harriet & Tom Onan
Peggy & George Pandaleon

If you believe you are
missing from the list or

Marina Payne have been incorrectly
Anne Pollock acknowledged, please
Barbara Puechler contact us!

Sandy & Steve Ragsdale

Christina Ramirez
Sarah & Charles Rowland (847) 735-8554 ext. 1

The Saints tickets@citadeltheatre.org

Ken Sajeske
Joanne & Meyer Saltzberg
Karen & Joel Sattler
Lori Scott
Lenore Selby
Sallie & Justin Stanley
Liz & Brian Staunton
Gail & Bill Sturm
Anne & Ronald Taylor
Ms. Sherry Thomas SCAN QR CODE
Caitlin Trudeau
Patricia True CLICK HERETO DONATE

SUPPORT CITADEL
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A Note From The Author

Tonight’s play is pure fiction, based on a “true” local legend. Back in busy,
bustling 1950’s Buffalo, a block and a half from my father’s tavern, there
stood a barbershop. Next to the barbershop was a 20-foot-tall shrine to the
Blessed Virgin Mary--a beautiful life-sized statue encased in wood, brick and
glass. It’s raison d’etre?--well, legend had it that the Blessed Mother herself
appeared to this barber and gave him a message for the world concerning
world peace. (She was in favor of it.) Whether this miraculous
materialization actually took place is still a matter of conjecture, but,
regardless, there it stood, this monument to a man’s faith for us
impressionable kids to gawk at and wonder about. The nuns at St. Pat’s told
us not to waste our prayers or coins on the ersatz saint as the mighty Roman
Catholic Church had no intention of ever sanctioning this hokey miracle.
And that’s how the matter stood at the time I left the neighborhood in 1964.

Fast forward 45 years. My old neighborhood has all but disappeared.
Businesses and homes have succumbed to hard times and neglect. Its
denizens have fled to the suburbs, and St. Pat’s is gone. But amidst the
rubble of urban blight something still stands, dare I say, “miraculously?”
You guessed it, the shrine to the Blessed Mother--spared from the wrecking
ball by a promise from City Hall, lovingly preserved by a handful of faithful
residents, its creator long passed away.

I made a pilgrimage to my old neighborhood several of years ago. I stood
before the shrine--newly Windexed, freshly flowered, its mail slot still active
with donations and requests for miracles--and I thought to myself, “There’s a
story here!” The real-life details of its origin were forever buried with the
barber, so I needed to invent a family.

Tonight you will meet them, the Nowaks of Buffalo’s East Side circa 2010--
amalgams of people I grew up with, some friends and family, and a little of
myself sprinkled in. After our close interaction these last couple of years I
find that I’ve fallen head over bowling shoes for the Nowaks, with all their
crassness, their squabbles, their secrets and their dreams. I hope they’ll get
under your skin as well. Enjoy!

Tom Dudzick
Playwright

Original shrine in Buffalo, NY
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In Memoriam-~

In memory of those that supported Citadel
Theatre in our mission of bringing live
professional theatre to Lake County.
We miss you!

Barbara Albrecht Helen Kugler
Robert Banks Steve Lehtman
Joan Bent Iona Levenfeld
William Brandt Milton Levenfeld
Alling Brown Margaret Lewis
Jean Brown Stevie Marks
Paul Burt Jeff McGrath
David Cain Anne Morgan Deacetis
Sean Callan Daniel Riess
Clarissa Chandler Debra Rodkin
Henry Chandler Ted Rubin
Barbara Clark Bob Scott
Monte Craig Lori Scott
Allen Davies Dan Scurek
Elliot Delman Kristin Spangler
Terry Desmond George Speros
Marv Dickman Marvin Steinlauf
Susie Dickman Ralph Stoll
Betsy Farwell Alred Stroh
Marvin Farwell Beverly Tabern
Mary Farwell Barbara Trentham
Augusta Flanagin Kay Waltman
Chuck Gudbrandsen Jay Whipple
Peggy Gudbrandsen Bob Wieseneck
Eugene Hotchkiss Bettylou Wilbur
Nancy Hughes Richard Wilde

Posy Krieble
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