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RE: Medical Negligence Su�ered by Mr. at Stewart Detention
Center in Lumpkin, Georgia

Dear O�cer Wadhia, Inspector General Cu�ari, Ombudsman Gersten, Field O�ce Director
Ripa, Assistant Field O�ce Director Smith, and Warden Washburn:

Freedom for Immigrants (“FFI”) submits this complaint on behalf of Mr.
(A#: - - an individual detained by Immigration and Customs

Enforcement (“ICE”) at Stewart Detention Center (“SDC”) in Lumpkin, Georgia. Mr.
is su�ering from loss of vision caused by mold within SDC, along with untreated asthma
and sleep apnea. Mr. has received little medical care to address any of these
problems, and thus has experienced prolonged pain. His health status is interfering with
his ability to function day to day and, if left unaddressed, could result in irreparable
consequences, including permanent loss of sight.

Mr. has provided express consent to FFI to share his information and has
authorized your o�ces to share information with FFI about this complaint. Mr.
date of birth is his country of origin is the and his preferred
language is English.

Mr. has described experiencing extremely dry eyes that are often red and
running. When he tries to close them, he feels tears in his retina from the strain. These
symptoms are joined by a continuous debilitating pain, which Mr. has described
as “a migraine in his eyes.” Mr. estimates that he has lost approximately 50%
of his vision.

1



In his calls to FFI, Mr. has stated that these symptoms began after exposure to
mold in SDC, which he first reported in May 2023. In his reports, Mr. noted that
multiple people have observed, complained and been impacted by the mold as well. While
SDC did partially remove some of the mold from the pipes, the harmful mold still remains
rampant in the facility. The failure of SDC to adequately address this health violation has
resulted in continued health impacts for Mr. and others, and could lead to
irreparable long term consequences.

The U.S Department of Homeland Security O�ce of Inspector General’s O�ce of
Inspections and Evaluations has long reported on the concerning existence of mold in
SDC; one 2017 inspection report states that the “shower facilities observed in some
pods have significant mold growth” and that the mold is “caused by water which
leaks from the ceiling during rainstorms.”1

Mr. has submitted dozens of requests for medical care and has undergone a
weeklong hunger strike in an attempt to obtain adequate medical attention regarding his
frightening loss of sight. While he was seen by an optometrist back in May, the doctor did
not take Mr. concerns seriously and only prescribed him medical drops which
temporarily alleviated some pain, but had no other impact on his symptoms. Despite Mr.

continuous requests for additional medical appointments, he has yet to receive
one. Rather, he is told that he will get an appointment soon, but has never been given a
date. Occasionally he has been told that an appointment had been set, but subsequently it
needs “to be rescheduled”. Aside from a visit with an optometrist, Mr. is still
waiting for a visit with a pulmonologist, which was originally scheduled for May 2023.

ICE and CoreCivic have a constitutional obligation to provide adequate medical care to Mr.
See generally Estelle v. Gamble, 429 U.S. 97 (1976). By refusing to provide basic

medical care for Mr. serious medical needs, caused by the conditions within the
center, ICE and CoreCivic place Mr. at a serious risk of harm, show deliberate
indi�erence in violation of the Eighth Amendment, run afoul of the standard of care, and
violate his right to due process under the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments, respectively.
See, e.g., Kingsley v. Hendrickson, 576 U.S., 135 S. Ct. 2466 (2015).

Mr. su�ers from debilitating pain in his eyes and loss of vision, along with asthma
and sleep apnea. According to the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention, a fungal
eye infection “if not treated, can become serious and result in permanent vision

1 U.S. Department of Homeland Security O�ce of Inspector General O�ce of Inspections and Evaluations. Adult
Detention Oversight: 16-047-ISP-ICE.
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/FOIA/OIG_FOIA_Stewart-Detention-Center-Work-Papers.pdf
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Sincerely,

Rebecca Merton
Senior Visitation & Monitoring Strategist
Freedom for Immigrants
1322 Webster Street, Suite 300
Oakland CA 94612
rmerton@freedomforimmigrants.org
(510) 806-1330
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