
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Friday 26 February 2021 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Reopening of schools – update for parents 
 

I hope you and your families had a restful half term.  The good news with which we begin the new half 
term is that school will be reopening to all students on a staggered basis from Monday 8 March. We are 
using a staggered start to support COVID testing of as many students as possible prior to their return. This 
means that students will be invited in a year group at a time to be tested (which is likely to take a day per 
year group) and will start lessons on site the following day. We are currently finalising arrangements for 
exactly when each year group will be tested and return to school. We will let you know testing and return 
dates for each year group as early as possible next week. Provided consent forms are returned promptly, 
we anticipate that all students will be back on site for lessons by Friday 19 March at the latest. If consent 
forms have not been returned, this will significantly delay this process.  
  
Covid testing consent  
From Monday 8 March, as per government guidance, all students that have parental consent will be tested 
three times for Covid in the first two weeks of their return to school. Students in Year 12 and 13 can 
provide consent for themselves but are expected to have discussed this with a parent. Thank you to the 
majority of parents who have already completed the testing consent form. If you have not already done so, 
please click here to read the COVID testing letter and complete and electronically submit your consent 
form (one per child). The deadline for returning consent forms for Covid testing is 11am on Tuesday 2 
March. 
 
The purpose of the three onsite Covid tests is not only to detect any asymptomatic cases but to also 
provide training for students to self-test at home. Once the three tests per student have taken place in 
school, the government’s plan is for students to move to using home testing kits. We will let you know 
more about this once we have received the information.  
   
Preparing for re-opening   
In order to ensure that students and staff are prepared for the return to school, using the staggered 
approach mentioned above, we have put the following in place for the weeks beginning Monday 1 and 
Monday 8 March:   

 Thursday 4 March – Last day of live lessons for all year groups.   
 Friday 5 March – Student wellbeing day – no live lessons or work on Satchel:one. Students will be 

provided with optional reflection tasks and non-screen time activities.   
 Monday 8 March - Wednesday 17 March – students will be invited in to be tested then attend lessons 

on site from the following day. Students not yet attending lessons on site will access all lessons via 
presentations and pre-recorded content on Satchel:one to ensure that staff can be used to support 
with Covid testing and preparations for students’ return to school.  
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More information about these plans will be shared with students via student notices and with parents via 
MyEd updates. To ensure that you receive up to date information, it is critical that all parents download 

the MyEd app. More information is available here 

Face masks  
When students return to site, all Covid safety arrangements that were in place in the autumn term will 
continue, including the use of year group bubbles. The main change for this term will be that students will 
be expected to wear face masks in lessons as well as in corridors and other communal areas of the site. 
Please ensure that your child has a face mask ready for their return to school.  If your child is exempt from 
wearing a face mask, please ensure that you have emailed cga@clapton.hackney.sch.uk with medical 
evidence of their exemption.   

Year 11 and Year 13 exam update  
Year 11 and Year 13 students will not be sitting any public exams this summer. Ofqual have announced 
that centre assessed grades will be awarded to students using a range of evidence that schools have 
collected over time. This evidence can include pre-public exam results, coursework, in class assessments 
and optional questions from exam boards that will be released later this term. More detailed information 
about what this means for students will be shared with parents next week. 
 
I will write to you again at the start of next week with an update on Covid testing arrangements and return 
dates for each year group. 
 

Kind regards, 

 
Anna Feltham 
Headteacher 
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