
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
Thursday 4 March 2021   

Year 11 Update 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope you are safe and keeping well. We are looking forward to welcoming Year 11 students back to 
commence face-to-face lessons next week. In order for the return to go safely and smoothly, I want 
to make you aware of the arrangements that apply to Year 11 students over the coming days, as well 
as other important updates. Please read this letter carefully and ensure your child is fully aware of 
its content.  
 
Testing 
Year 11 Covid-19 testing in school is on Monday 8th March. All Year 11 students should expect to be 
on site for no longer than 20-25 minutes. Once students have been tested, they should return home 
to complete work set by staff on Satchel:One, there will not be any live lessons. 
 
Back in school 
Year 11 students will return to face-to-face teaching at the normal school time on Tuesday 9th March 
via the Year 11 gate on Linscott Road. Year 11 will remain in their bubble on the ground floor of 
Curie. 
 
Safety 
In accordance with the school’s risk assessment students must wear a face mask in all indoor spaces, 
wash hands regularly and maintain 2m social distancing whenever possible. 
 
Update on Year 11 GCSE Grades and Future Assessments  
On 25th February, Ofqual published the conclusions to their consultation on the way GCSE and A-
Level grades should be awarded this summer. The full article from Ofqual’s Chief Regulator can be 
found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-2021 
In the article, it states that ‘For GCSEs, AS and A levels, teachers will assess the standard at which you 
are performing based only on what you have been taught so that your school or college can 
determine your grade’. 
 
We are currently planning the best way to operate the awarding of grades in accordance with the 
guidance published by Ofqual. We will share more details with you and the students as we go 
through the process.  
 
Students should expect teachers to be setting them regular assessments and tests. Students will be 
told about any planned formal assessments well in advance. I can assure you that all teaching staff 
and the Year 11 team will work in the best interest of all Year 11 students when awarding grades in 
the summer. We will inform you of the evidence that is being used to make the decisions and there 
will be rigorous quality assurance at every stage. 
 
Thank you for your on-going support as we welcome students back to school. 
Yours faithfully,  
 
Amelia Stewart-Parker - Assistant Headteacher- KS4  
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