
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
  

Thursday 4 March 2021  
  

Year 13 Update – Return to School    
Dear Parent/Carer   
  
We are looking forward to welcoming Year 13 students back to commence face-to-face Sixth Form 
lessons next week. In order for the return to go safely and smoothly, I want to make you aware of 
the arrangements that apply to Year 13 students over the coming days, as well as other important 
updates. It is rather long letter containing a lot of important information, so please read it carefully 
and ensure your child is fully aware of its content.    
  
Year 13 Covid-19 testing in school is on Monday 8th March. All Year 13 Students should expect to be 
on site for no longer than 20-25 minutes. Once students have been tested, they should return home 
to complete work set by staff on Satchel:One, there will not be any live lessons.   
  
Year 13 students will return to face-to-face teaching at the normal school time on Tuesday 
9th March via the sixth form gate on Laura Place. It is very important that students return focussed 
and ready to work, continuing the excellent attitude and positive work ethic that they have shown 
during this latest lockdown. If any students are struggling with adjusting back to the school 
environment, they must let a member of the Sixth Form team know so support can be offered 
quickly.    
  
In accordance with the school’s risk assessment, the following safety arrangements have been put in 
place for Year 13 students:    
  

 Students must wear a face mask in all indoor spaces in the school including in corridors, 
common room areas, and classrooms. The risk assessment has become stricter and states 
students should wear face coverings in lessons unless they are exempt.    

 Students must wash their hands regularly throughout the day including when they arrive, at 
the start and end of every lesson, break time, lunch time, and at the end of the day. Hand 
gels are available in all communal areas as well as in all classrooms. Students should use 
the sinks at the front of the school to wash their hands upon arrival and gel their hands 
regularly throughout the day.    

 Students must maintain social distancing whenever possible and stay 2m away from staff at 
all times.   

 All sixth form students must stay in their designated bubble and communal space and 
must wear their lanyards at all times around their neck so that it is visible.    

  
Update on Year 13 A-Level Grades and Future Assessments    
  
On 25th February, Ofqual published the conclusions to their consultation on the way GCSE and A-
Level grades should be awarded this summer. The full article from Ofqual’s Chief Regulator can be 
found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-
2021   
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In the article, it states that ‘For GCSEs, AS and A levels, teachers will assess the standard at which you 
are performing based only on what you have been taught so that your school or college can 
determine your grade. Teachers’ judgements should be based on a range of evidence relating to the 
subject content that your teachers have delivered, either in the classroom or via remote learning.   
   
Teachers will be able to use evidence about your performance gathered throughout your course to 
inform their judgement. This might include work that you have already completed,   
  
mock exam results, homework or in-class tests. Your teachers may also use questions from exam 
boards, largely based on past papers, to help assess you, but this won’t be compulsory. Reasonable 
adjustments should be taken into account if you have a disability.’    
  
We are currently planning the best way to operate the awarding of grades in accordance with the 
guidance published by Ofqual. We will share more details with you and the students as we go 
through the process. Given the importance now placed on coursework, Year 13 students should 
continue to work on this and submit it to their teachers, produced to the best of their ability. 
Students should expect teachers to be setting them regular assessments and tests. Students will be 
told about any planned formal assessments well in advance. I can assure you that all teaching staff 
and the Sixth Form team will work in the best interest of all Year 13 students when awarding grades 
in the summer. It is important to note that the staff at school cannot tell students or parents what 
the final centre assessed grades are but we will inform you of the evidence that is being used to 
make the decisions and there will be rigorous quality assurance at every stage.   
   
Student finance applications now open for September 2021     
  
On a different note, I would like to draw your attention to the opening of applications for student 
finance for students starting university in September 2021. In order to apply, students need to 
register and fill in their application online here: https://www.gov.uk/student-finance   
The student loan can incorporate two loans. The first is the tuition fee loan which goes straight to 
the university and the other is a loan for maintenance which goes straight to the student for living 
expenses. There will be parts of the application that parents need to support, such as declaring your 
annual household income. This will be used, amongst other things, to determine how much 
maintenance allowance your child will receive. You will be sent a link to register and declare this as 
part of the application. The deadline for students to apply is 21st May to get the loan before 
your child starts their course. Students have already received an assembly on the process of applying 
for a student loan. However, if you have any queries, I encourage you to read through the following 
sites:    
https://www.ucas.com/finance/undergraduate-tuition-fees-and-student-
loans https://www.prospects.ac.uk/applying-for-university/student-loans-and-finance   
  
Thank you for your on-going support as we welcome students back to school   
  
 Yours sincerely    
  
  
Ms Reed   
Director of Sixth Form    
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