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Hello all,  
 

The Iron Ring is a symbol of Engineering in Canada. For far too long we have had to 
negotiate for the right to celebrate the achievement of finishing an engineering degree 
and transitioning into professional practice without fear of discrimination from the very 
body who is supposed to welcome us into this profession. I have been at this university for 
five years and have watched every year as my friends and loved ones go to their Iron 
Ring ceremonies, a ceremony intended to be the culmination of an engineering degree 
in Canada, only to be belittled, insulted, and joked about as if their very presence was 
nothing more than a punch line.  
 

In seemingly annual tradition, concerns have been raised about the conduct of the 
Wardens of Camp 5 during the Iron Ring information sessions this week. Similar concerns 
were raised last year. And the year before that. And the year before that. These concerns 
have been brought to Camp 5 again and again, and yet we continue to find ourselves in the 
position of enduring thoughtless, derogatory comments from the people preparing to 
welcome our graduates into the profession in just over a month.  
 

The Engineering Undergraduate Society, in collaboration with the Faculty of Applied 
Science, has requested the Corporation of the Seven Wardens provide us with an 
alternate Camp to run this year’s Ceremony. EGBC, SFU, BCIT, and many prominent 
engineers in the province have reached out to offer support during this time. We will have 
a ceremony this year that celebrates the accomplishment of graduating from UBC 
Engineering, the transition of our graduates from the academic to professional realms, 
and the professionalism of our practice. We will keep you updated as this process unfolds.  
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
president@ubcengineers.ca 
 
Best,  

 
 
 
Katherine Westerlund 
EUS Interim President, 2019-2020 
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