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1.  Why are you running for elected office?  

I have always had a passion to serve my community. Working with people and helping my neighbors 
makes me come alive. After settling in Eken Park, my neighbors gave me such a warm welcome that I 
wanted to advocate for them by starting in the neighborhood where I'm raising my family. My first child 
was born while we lived in Eken Park and I'm more invested than ever in keeping the north and east sides 
of Madison a great place to live for all people, regardless of their socio-economic backgrounds. I want to 
use my voice to make a positive impact on the world around me. 

What are your priority issues?  

Madison is a great city, but there are many challenges facing our neighborhoods that I am concerned 
about, including opioid crisis and gun violence. I want our communities to be safer for the people living 
and working in them. My district faces similar issues to the rest of the city, but one of the biggest concerns 
in my district is the high unemployment rate. According to the City of Madison Neighborhood Indicators 
Project https://madison.apl.wisc.edu in our district, the north side has an alarmingly high unemployment 
rate of 11.7%. While working on the Oscar Mayer Strategic Committee, I focused on jobs for our diverse 
community and ensuring a diversity of ownership, while prioritizing the needs of local businesses. As an 
alder candidate and if elected, I am going to create more livable wage jobs for communities with high 
unemployment as well as make our communities safer by finding community solutions to public safety 
and health concerns. 

2.     What is your campaign’s strategy to be successful during the election? 

My strategy is to connect with people and actually listen to them. I want people to know that I am their 
neighbor and I want to hear their concerns and understand how our priorities align. By meeting people 
one-on-one, I am able to get out in the community and reach a variety of people in our district. I will 
continue to advocate for their voices in city council. 

3.     Who is on your campaign team? (Treasurer, Campaign Manager, Volunteer Coordinator, etc.) 

My campaign manager is John McCracken, Eken Park Resident and Community Member 

My treasurer is Maggie Freespirit, Eken Park Resident and Eken Park Neighborhood Association Member 

4.     There will be many new alders on the 2019 Council. If you are an incumbent, what challenges 
does that present and how will you respond? If you are not an incumbent, please describe the 
experiences that prepare you to hit the ground running as an alder. 

Over the past three years I have volunteered on several committees and actively advocated for the 
community. I have served as Co-Chair of the Eken Park Neighborhood Association, Vice Chair and 
citizen member of the Public Safety Review Committee, member of the Oscar Mayer Strategic 
Assessment Committee, and member of the Task Force on Equity in Music and Entertainment. I have 
also worked at the United Nations. With all of these experiences, I have been able to work with a diverse 
group of people who might have different backgrounds, different priorities, or different opinions.  

5.     What key recommendations are you looking for from the Task Force on Structure of City 
Government? 

https://madison.apl.wisc.edu/


I would like to see the recommendation of sharing of power.rom executives to the people. The Common 
Council should have more power to make decisions. 

 

 

6.     What do you consider to be the key recommendations from the OIR Report? 

I am in favor of an independent auditor position who would report to an appointed community review 
board. 

7.     The City’s strategy for increasing affordable housing has relied upon Low Income Housing 
Tax Credit project developments. This approach is not creating enough units to meet the need. 
What alternative approaches would you pursue to increase low income housing to meet the need? 
Describe a model housing project, including location, design, unit sizes, rents, shared spaces, 
and funding sources. 

We should create more passive housing like Rethke affordable housing at 709 Rethke Avenue in 
Madison, WI. This project is the first Passive House (PHIUS+) Certification and LEED Platinum under the 
LEED Multifamily Midrise rating system.Passive housing models like Rethke can be utilized in low-income 
housing developments for the welfare of owners and tenants. By creating affordable passive housing we 
also reduce energy costs in effective way. 

As a city, we should contact nonprofits that focus on affordable housing to create solutions.Organizations 
like Mercy Housing, which created some great examples of affordable housing in Chicago, can help 
create similar housing projects in Madison. 

8.     Attached is the Progressive Dane Platform for the City of Madison. Please review it and 
explain how you would prioritize and implement our platform positions. Is there any proposal you 
would not support? Are we missing something? Progressive Dane Involvement 

I strongly agree with the initiatives of Housing for All, Equal and Just Communities, and Family Supporting 
Jobs in Dane County. I also strongly advocate for climate change and energy efficient solutions to our 
city’s environmental impact. I would love to learn more about the impact of all the initiatives that 
Progressive Dane pilots. 

9.     What interests you in seeking the endorsement of Progressive Dane? 

Having the support of people who improve the quality of life in Dane County for all people, particularly 
those marginalized by economic and social discrimination means a lot to my campaign. The future of our 
district is being determined by all people’s voices and places at the table. 

10.  How will you coordinate with other PD elected officials and the Progressive Dane Policy 
Committee to work on issues? 

I would be happy to bring my project management skills to work together on issues which we all care 
about together. I have also been coordinating with Samba Baldeh, District 17, to learn more about the 
mechanisms of local government and campaign support that Progressive Dane provides. 

11.  We also do our best to keep members informed of civic issues. How will you help keep our 
members informed? Will you write an article for the PD newsletter or blog during the year and 
attend at least one General Membership Meeting (fourth Wednesday) to engage members on your 
efforts? 

http://www.phius.org/phius-certification-for-buildings-and-products


Yes,  I am happy to write an article or blog post during the year as well as attend a General Membership 
Meeting to engage Progressive Dane members with my efforts.  

12.  If endorsed, will you assign a liaison from your campaign team to the elections committee to 
help inform our members about how they can support your campaign. 

Yes,I would be happy to do that. 

13. Are you currently a members of Progressive Dane? If yes, for how long? If no, are you willing 
to be?  

I am not currently a member and would need more information to join.  

14. If you get the endorsement are you willing to commit to using it in your campaign materials? 

Yes, Absolutely. 


