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IS NEW YORK SOCHETY, non-profies are everywhere, Bvery
Sunday morning in The New York Thmer Stvles section, we
see photos of dressed-up dovennes supporting causes from
local hospitals and musewms, 1o poveny prevention and
plobal warming, Websites like chariiebenefits.com show how
a Mew Yorker could spend cvery |1'LHh1 of the week sippHng
champagne to support a different non-profic. In the past de-
cade or two, many Junior Committees have sprouted from
the “older™ boards. The vounger generation scems poised 1o
tike over when their elders evenmally step down,

While ir's casy 1o point o the seamless weaving of philanthro-
v into socicry as the main reason that young New Yorkers are
wocare of and involved with social change, insiders repon being
inspired by many different influgnces Fram Family and other role
models 1o cducation and personal experience. Some are taking
the initiative to start nan-profits while others revamp traditional
ones, leveraging todays wechnology 1o conneet donors with those
in need, Learning whar motivates seme young people o pas-
sionately pursue philanthropy—when others seem comfortable
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writing the occasional check—is eritical, With o 1'I11I'I|]."1$$l.bt$|
el Trom these days, there'’s no excuse for apathy, !

Kipron Cronkite may be the Director of Global Client
viees ar Bank of America, but hie's also one of the most p;l'ﬂ
anthropically active young Mew Yorkers, In 2002, Cﬂﬂ_ﬂ:
founded Kiprendr (kipton.com), & non-profic that hel
emerging artists connect with poremial collectors both ¢
line and through events and exhibitions at venues like
Core Clul and Soho Flouse.

On September 11, 2001, Cronkite had just moved o )
York and was living & block sway from the towers, about o
weocking on Wall Stecer, Aver the teapedy, inwhich his apg.rt
ot destroved, he decided o take a vear off and travel gh
Eurape. Before he lelt, he was inspired by an uﬂhib.iliﬂﬂ__ﬂx!f
detropolitan Museum of Art and spent his year abroad visit
as many galleries as possible. When he returned 1o the <l
started conneeting friends with new artists he'd discovere
always comnect people,” Cronkite says, “It's one of thet
do constantly. That's how my brain works,"
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This page: Lawren Bush, nigce of Presi-
dent Geovge W, wos ingplred fo creale
the Feed Bog (benefitting the UN. World
Foad Program) by her travels fn Africa.
Opposite page: Louran's great gromd-
parents Prescott and Dattie celebrate
their silver anniversory in 2947
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Above: Currently a decrepit farmer elevated rollway, Monhattan's Hlgh Line wiil be reopened as a vibronl park (Seéa in a rendedng), thanks to Stephanie
Borynack and Frigads af the High Line. Belaw: Borpnack with Bronsom Ve Wieek of the High Line's groundbreaking in 2008,

Cronkite alwivs had a passion 1o give back 1o the local com-
munity and decided 1o formalize his desire to help strupgling
artists through Kiptondre, Mot only that, bt Cronkite took on
philanthropic leadership roles with the American Friends of the
Lovvre. the ¥Whitney, the Guegenheim, and the Mount Sinai
Medical Center, and joiced the American Museum of Natural
History, the Frick, the Mer, MOMA, and the Neue Galerie.

Cronkite cites Warren Bufferr, Bill Gares, Oprah, and Bono
as his role models, “They pot their money where their mouath
is, gt hehined the scenes 1o put their initiatives in place, open
doors, and create opportunitios,” he says,

Cromkite fears that some peaple think weiting 2 check is
enough, “It's petting people 1o put in the
extra effort and really reach out to organi-
rations that really makes a difference,” he
savs. “T think it's a duty and a responsibility
of evervone to pive back to their commu-
nity,” Cronkite says. *When [ wake up ev-
ey day, [ don't think abour finance, 1 think
about how 1 ean give back 1o the wrrs.”

Lindsay Mohr Beck never thought she'd
end up starting a nonspeofit, Although she
had worked st a homeless shelter in college,
Beck followed the path of her entreprencur-
il paeenes ad set out to climb the corporate
ladder with a position in business develop-
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ment at g Silicon Walley starmup, However, at age 22, Beck was
dinprosed with tongue eancer, She was successfully trested with
racdiation thecagy, but ar age 24 the cancer retumed and spread
tar her lemph nodes, She soon found our that the reguived cle
matherapy could lead o inferility, something she was not pre-
paree 1o live with, Her oncologists gave her no infermation on
howe 1o prevent it and she was left alone to frantically search
for answers, Luckily, she foumnd a clinic thar offered cpp frees
ing [oocvie crvopreservation) and went theough the rigorous
ereatment and subsequent injections while undergoing radiation
ancl chemotherapy She endured enormous physical, emotional,
andd financial steain, After surviving the ordeal, Beck founded
Fertile Hope (femtilchope.org) in Mew York
te provide cducation, awarcncss, financial as.
sistance, and support w patients undergoing
treatments associuted with infertility.

Beck admits thar she was able to transform
her personal expericnce into o suecesshul
pon-profit due 10 her business taining. She
was already in the internet mindser of exploi-
ing “voids in the marcket” and realized noth-
ing like Fertile Hope existed, Bur she really
started Fertile Hope because, “It felt like 1
couldn’t wos do it There was this drive in:
sidle me, and T Felt ke 1 had this seeret tha
I couldnt keep. [ knew that for every day 1
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Abave: Farmer Bronz teacher Chorles Best tured s persenal expedence into ¢ nan-profit with Donees Choose, on wigenizetion allowing teackers Lo
seek individual funding by posting specific classroam proposals online. Befow: The great phitaathreplst fohn Mlerpond Modganm.

clidn't suarn the non-profit, women were becoming infenile and
not even knowing it | couldn’s sleep an night.”

Beck alse konew thar a non-prafic shoubd e treated Tike o bust-
niess, She craltesd 2 business plan, vesearched the marketplace and
decided 1o nove faraard, Tiring people whese strenpths comple:
mented her own, A Jor of peeple don't ke the step of seeing
whar else iz our there,” she saps, “There are hundreds of cancer
I
diffierent so vou don’t have 1o go after the same denars amd rein-
et the wheel.” Russing non-profitg, with their slow pace and
wecd Tor donors, con be !:I.J-:i]'l;l,. B the rewieds are immesur
able, “When semeone calls and thanks vs for giving them hope,

arganizations out there, Make sure thar vours is Jaring someth

it muakes everything worth 77 Beek had her
first baby cight months ago, o minacle which
anly deepened her commitment to the case,

Louren Bush, o Princeton grad, madel.
and nicee of President George W Bush,
came up with the TFeed Bag idea after her
vears of experience with the LN, World
Food Program. Her rravels throwgh Latin
America, Afriea, and Asia exposed her o
poverty and hunger “that the average Amer
ican s lucky -::|1u-|.||_'|'| pever to encounter,”
ahe recalls, “Foad is such o basic thing, b
it's something that is @ constang struggle for
most people in the third world, To mea

those peaple, especially the kids who were born into tha
life—your just have to do something about it”

Bush desipned 2 1ote bag called the Feed Bag tworldfeedbag,
arg), which will Be sold on amaeen.com tamazon.com/feedbag)
starting this month, The proceeds from each bag will feed child
in school for one vear through the UN. World Feod Program.

“Use vour talents and interests,” Bush urges. "As young
people, we can’t necessarily write big checks to charities we
love, but we have great idess, creativity, and alot of encrgy: |
love design and fashion so the Feed Bag is o product of that.
Think about the issues and use whar mlents and resourees
vour have at vour disposal 1o help,”

Charles Best, a native Mew Yorker, worned
his personal experience into a nonsprofic as
well. Alter praduating from 5t Paul's and
Yale University, Best toaght social studies in
the Bronx, He and lis fellow teachers would
often cump!ui:n that their students didn'
have the resowrces they needed, like Funals
for u field trip or art supplies, yet they knew
so many people claimed 1w be interesied in
helping out the public schools, Best, then
living with his parcnts in the Village, paid a
programmer to encode a website that would
allow teachers 1o post specific project pro-
posals which individuals could fund with
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Abave, left ta ight: Henry Ford paved the way for the next gereation of glving when he estoblished the Fard Foundotion in 1936; Publishing baran

conlidence and teanspareney, The site spread through word-of
mouth, and teachers focked ro it with their proposals, Best ve-
eruired the help of kis stucdents, who hapdwrote notes 1o 2,000
prospective donors, resulting i the fes 530,000 of tunding.
The non-profit, DanarsChoose (donorschonse.ong), took of
ane today has raised over 311 million from denors beneliting
more than S00.000 stoderts in 50 staes, " We wouldn't exist
today without the internet,” Best admits. “There are o whole
ranpe af things we can do thanks o techmolopy, like creating
renl-time commections berween 1eachers and doners, 1§ you
Fundd a classroom librare, it has o show up as funded immedi-
arely on the website,”

All the studems wreite thank-vou notes to denors with pic.
tures of how thev've put thete danations into action. Bestadmirs
the thrill is coneagious, Motivated 1o give Back by o kigh school
weestling corch, Best looks to eBay founder, Pierre Omidyar,
anel his “mission-based invesiment group,” Omidyar Newwork,
as insparation for schicving soctal chanpge.

Minnic Monimer alse Ands giving back personally reveard-
ing. Mortimer, who has been invalved with Operation Smile
andd the American Museum of Natural History, now vice-chairs
the International Fine Arts and Antiques Show for Memorial
Slaan-Fettering. *1 have always felt that #f vou are able to give
back you should,”™ Mortimer says, “These organizations b
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wiillom Bondaiph Hearst. Oppasite pege: Greol-granddoughter of Williem Rendalph and Riverkeeper brardmember Amanda Hearst,

done wonders, not g1|1|!.' ruising J_‘:Lp:il:lf tor their owe ciuges but
also raising public swareness and concern. [ feel very Jucky in
my ot Jile aned would like to use some of my resources 1o help
these who need it Contriluting isagrea feeling,”

Two other narive New Yorkers, Sashe Eden and Victoria Per-
tibome, sared WET (Women's Expressive Theatre, wetwe,
argl. a non-prafit addressing another social challenpe: the ste-
reptypical depiction of womes in the media and the dearth of
projects written, directed, and praduced by women, They re-
solved 1o produce plays and projects tha ehallenged the stats
TILER ']-|'|1.'j..' teach teenage ;.'il.'l.‘i lrosw por book ar the media with a
critical vye amel 1o take smure risks, Eden, 2 {:h:ipili praduare,
aned Pertibone, a Brearley alum, credii their all-girls education
with “inspiring us to [nd what we wanted to do and how o
drill down hew 1o do in” Pettibone says. Both their parents

taught them: “TF yvou don't like something the way it is, goout
and make it happen,” savs Eden, "I's your responsibility to
make 2 change in the woeld,”

The bigpest challenpe for Eden and Pettilrone is having
patience and not leing the apathy of others get them down,
*Change ean Be slovw and when you're in it its hard o seeit
lappening,” savs Pettibone, ~We're 2o passionote and commits
ted 1o making things happen, bur the rewards aren’t always tan:
gible or measurable,” Eden echoes, “This is not about instant
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Sesha Eden and Wictarla Pettibane storted WET (Wamen's Expressive Theatre] fo chalfenge the stotus quo of coitival depletions of women. Aboves The cost

of thelr preduction of Dig Times, with guests Poul Newmon ond foonne Woodward, Below: ton-prafft expert Clalre Gaudiani.

gratification, You have to stay committed 1o really making an

et i vour community and know thar big ideas are grear,
B vour have to boil them down to a step-by-step progeam to
implement change”

Edless and Pertibone are surprised by how often their peers
thesk them after secing one of their productions Tor just
petting them out of the house, Eden says, "People in our

peneration don't want o buy tickets to plays, They think

the theater is oo expensive or high-brow,
soowe have 1o work hard to get rid of every
excuse for them not to come, By just buy-
ing one ticket to one play, they're effecting
more sociil r.'h.'ln;u.u than chey pruh-.ll:-]].'l:'-'er
imagined,”

According 10 non-profit expert Claire
Gaediani, Phlx, a professor ar the George
FI. Fleyman, [r. Cemer for Philimthropy and
Fundesising wt NYU's School of Conting
g and Professional Studies and the former
Presidem of Connecticut Collepe and Senior
Research Scholar ar Yale Law School, o muin
rrend in philantiropy is thar younger men and
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women are no longer merely shadowing their parems’ elforts,
bt are making idependent philanthropie choiees. *They're

carning more maney caclier in lilie,” Gmedinni reports, “either by

inheriting it or carning it and they'ee developing not just career

ambition but moral ambition. 10 one thing to have ambition o

malke memey on Wall Street, but now when they get chere, they
sity they're also ambidows 1o solve o problem in society ad pa
their finances 1o work,” Some of the perks of the younger gen-

cration doing their own rescarch and choos:

ing their own causes are increased passion,
energy, resources (from high school, col:
k—;:t:, J'_|':|.d sechool and the officel, ad tme,
Organizmions benefir by cultivating their
pipeling and infusing their teams with life.

Stephanie Borynack, s Chapin and Groton
prad and cne of the founding members of
Friends of the High Line (thebighlineorgl,
wn arpanizenion dedicated o the [rreservi
tion and re-nse of the High Line in lower
Mlanhatran, savs, “When vou're younger, s
many people wam 1o help yow, There are sa

many doors apen that it's easy 1o ger excited
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After toking a year off, banker
taak on philanthrapic reles with cultural Insirutions fnctuding MoMA, the Neue Golede,
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Kipton Cromkire (hetow) storted Kipterar, o mot-grofit helping emerging artists connect with potentiol collectors, He alsa

Hhe Wihiitey Mugseuam, and the Lowwre (obovet

about things.” Volunteering can also make vou feel more con-  all the time. There are so many challenszes and when vou really
5 ] L 2 b b )

nected 1o your city and community, want 1o help, it can be depressing to think, *There’s so much

Borynack, who was inspired o give back by her preat-aunt,  wrong, What can I do?* Personally, Tve realized that T'm not

| ucia Chase, founder of the American Ballet Theater and re- soing to change the world by myscll, but that 1 should just

cipient of the Medal of Honor for her work in philantheopy,  pick one thing

1"d like to improve and focus on thar”

says, “For me, petting people excited abour a project and Hearst picked Riverkeeper, "an scvocacy group that monitors

commitied 1o its mission is what's most rewarding about the  thel fudson River ceosystem and challenges |‘“||l“"~"'-“-"=~i“.l'~|'““|‘
work 1 o for Friends of the High Line, the Wildlife Conser-  legal and grassroots campaigns,” as her primary focus. Hearst

vation Society, and Groton. Volunteering is
mare than being asked o join a commitiee.
Today, volumeers want 10 roll-up  their
dleeves and get invalved in all aspects of con-
tributing to the organization’s growth: Lucky
for us, it has become a main objective ol the
vounger generation and corporations alike.”

Ironically, selecting fow to give back can
be the biggest challenge of all. Amanda
Hearst, preat-pranddaughter of William
Randolph Hearst and board member of
Riverkeeper (riverkeepercom), says, “The
motivation is there. We hear about global
warming, discase, hunger and other issues

wriginally por involved through her mother,
who joined the board 15 vears ago after being
enlisted by her gord Eriend, Balshy Foennedy,
Tk, Hearst was invited 1o join the board three
wears ago due 1o her steong interest in enviromn
mental causes, and quickly founded a Junier
Committee. She credits ber family's farm in
the Flamprons, and growing up with lots of
animals as pers, for her passion for naume,
Fearst admits being delighted by how
many friends have suppoerted the crganiza-
tion, cither by attending her first big beneht,
which she threw last October as Junior Com-

mittee co-chair, or by joining her on trips
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Above, left ta right: OF biltfamaire john Paul Gelly (in o portradt by fekn STnger Sargent} gave mittions fo cutruse; Soclety moinstoy Bobe Poley's descendenis
inetude nlece Minnle Martimer fopposite pagel, who vice-chairs the Internationel Fine Arts ond Amfiques Shaw for Menrorinl Slean-Keltering,

down the Fludson Biver, Hearst lihes o fecl that shes “do
innge something and not just guting my name on o inviation.”
Flearst, who cites Opreah Winfrey as o rale maadel, says, =My
Friends and family and cvervone around e give back, [t was
never amvthing that 1 guestioned,” Hearst suggests buing pro-
wepive about l.!ll';.'\,.'ll1i?.:Lli|:111:\' af imerest, even if that means con-
racting the 1||:-\.'u]|:1-|'||'|'|¢|'|| oflice after a benclit when the cause
pigues your interest. Fluarst, along with pwo other soon-to-be.
named notables, is also pening invalved in a nascent forprofi
arganization called Legacy, run by Ralph Destino (Chairman
Emeritus of Cartier), Balph Destino, [, and Cheistine Schou.
L
macket, and sl p raducts Frem jewelry to orgamic clothing and
cosmenics, and then donate the after-tax profies to Riverkeeper

i girl, @ “lepney” in her own right, will design, produce,

arvel onher charities of their choice.

Cronkite compares finding the right non-profit o dating,
“IF you ger imvolved and find there’s no synermey, try getting in-
volved with multiple groups to find the one that's right for you
Sometimes you'll ger along areat, but semenimes they're just
nt the cne For you,”

Cromidinni advises taking a deeper look inside. *Look around
the world and decide what vou would like vour grandehildeen
o only know aboeur from reading histery books, but never see
in the world around them and than'’s what you should atack

with veur intelligence, education, funding, and peer group,”

affg 0 1ET

she savs, Gaudiani supgests traveling o developing countries
and less developed parts of the U5, 1o understand what it

like when people don't bave control

“looks, smclls, and taste:
of their well-being.” Talk 10 someone you care about and ask
them to mterview VO abrouit VAOLIT '|1;|:;:ii1,'r||a. D research, And
PUrsLE t|||_' CALSCS VOLE Care :l|:1ﬂl.ll."

Cheeasionally, srganizations don’t pet prospective volun-
teers invalved quickly emough due o lack of staffing re-
= she constantly

somrces, Beck, with her Lean stafl of five,
hears ]n-.uplu.- -.'nmpi-.lirl abioun this vis-a-vis other urr.:tl'li:".:l-
tions. “Friends will offer to belp tutor o child, b then it
akes months Tor the arpanization o ger back to them, so
they get frustraced.” she savs, "1 rell them 1o keep an it or
look for smeller organizations where you ean come in any
day and even just lick envelopes.” Having o sense of per-
somal passion and determinacion is key. “We need people o
rramsform the world, not just adjust i1 sligheh” Crieualinni says.
“Peeopale will tell vowar's impossible. Vou ave tomabe it possible
Rockefeller stepped up and invested in tremendous long shots,
bt his investments gave us penicillin and many antibiotics we
tse today, Don't take mo for ap answer”

Finally, Eden adds, “Don't be afraid to fuil. The surest
way to fail is 1o worry about it Just do one small thing. It's
aur job as a universe to put the penny in the pail. 10 its that
simple, why aren't we all doing it2” #
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