SPACES

UST/SERTEMBER 2016

NORTHWESIIPUBINCA
AUG

LIVING WELL IN THE TWIN CITIES

2y

COVER STO

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2016

7/15/2016 8:22:10 AM

7-30-16-Tabs-1 Minnesota-1S-Spaces 1



60 | AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2016

7-30-16-Tabs-1 Minnesota-60,61S-Spaces 1

X5 f
o

= ==

TN et —

R
R R
\\mm
e

M‘T:%

Wy 5
Sttt

LR
LT
é{ ‘M\ﬁ&‘u

'.‘ : .“ h__“ > -
) -\\ue“mﬁ.\u%-mmmmm ;
AV SN CRIURT he
-:k — R AL Y

KUY, 5y ;
AN S Tt AN
W&l\*&\‘\\’&‘m&\“ﬁ& 5
m‘ﬁ\“‘ﬁm’&

S RRRA R
A N S R A

7/13/2016 3:33:43 PM




T T LT

SPACES | 6

7-30-16-Tabs-1 Minnesota-60,61S-Spaces 2 7/13/2016 3:38:52 PM



62 | AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2016

7-30-16-Tabs-1 Minnesota-62,63S-Spaces 1 7/13/2016 3:44:14 PM



A focus on family helped guide couple

with remarkable remodel in Orono

BY AMY CARLSON GUSTAFSON "PHOTOS BY SPACECRAFTING PHOTOGRAPHY
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= amily, fun and sunsets. Those
were all top of the list when John
and Klerissa decided to build a
house on Lake Minnetonka in
the exclusive Bohns Point neigh-
borhood. As heads of a blended
family, the Orono couple have four children
ranging in ages from 5 to 24. They wanted a
home that satisfied the needs of the whole fam-
ily. Nothing stuffy or too fussy — it had to be
an inviting abode, a place for the whole crew
to have fun, watch stunning sunsets, share
memorable family meals and provide enough
space for visitors. It had to be especially comfy
for the two younger children living at home —
Ethan, 17, and Karenna, 5.

“We wanted to build a home that we could
use as our family connection point,” said John,
who manages the supply chain for a major con-
sumer products company. “As the kids grow
older, we want them to know and feel that they
will always have a space with us, even when
they decide to have their own families. Also,
neither of our extended families live near us
(some are as close as Wisconsin and others
are as far away as Abu Dhabi). We are a four-
generation family and our parents, siblings,
nieces and nephews and Klerissa’s grand-
parents are often visitors. New construction
allowed us to work with a vision and goal in

mind of the future, but also have features that
would serve us well now.”

Before they purchased an existing house on
Bohns Point, the couple met with builder J.
Sven Gustafson, owner of Stonewood, LLC, to
get a builder’s opinion on what was possible
in the space. They also called on the architec-
tural services of Alexander Design Group. De-
molition on the exisiting house started in late
2013.

“To call it a remodel is an understatement,”
Gustafson said. “There’s very little left of the
original house — close to a complete tear-
down. The foundation and the general struc-
ture of the house remained, but pretty much
everything inside and out is new. They loved
the location, but were looking for ideas how to
remodel it and turn it into what they wanted
and what they envisioned — a fun place for
their family.”

The couple settled on the lot on Bohns Point
because of its amazing sunsets and access to
the lake. They loved the location so much they
rented a neighbor’s home during construction
so they could watch the progress from next
door.

Project manager Michael Sundet says the
family living next door during the build was a
joy.

“They always had only good things to say
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and they were always excited about the progress,” Sundet said.
“They were such a great family. They had such good designs in
their heads. Bringing it to life was pretty awesome. On a day-to-
day basis, I got to see them, talk to them. To their little daughter,
I was ‘Builder Michael.” ”

In March 2015, the family officially moved into their new 10,000-
plus square-foot home complete with seven bedrooms, seven and
a half baths, four fireplaces, a three-car garage, a sport court, a
bunk/craft room, an eat-in kitchen and, as promised, plenty of
gorgeous sunset views.

“It has an East Coast lake style, a cottage style on a pretty mas-
sive scale,” Gustafson said. “I don’t think anyone would refer to it
as a cottage, but it’s in the style of a cottage.”

Added Klerissa: “We love having a home where everyone can
have their own space and bathroom, and just make themselves
at home. We were very clear that we didn’t want to live in a mu-
seum. The kitchen table is made of Silestone, so it is indestruc-
tible — homework, condensation, hot dishes, you can’t hurt it.
Our house is comfortable for 5 year olds and 17 year olds. Our
friends bring their dogs over. Our house is meant to be lived in.
That makes us happy.”
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Interior designer Melissa Musgjerd
from Studio M Interiors was part of the
team bringing the couple’s vision of “a
fun place for the family” to life. Klerissa
said Musgjerd figured out their style
right away, which helped to make the
place feel like “home” the minute they
stepped foot in the new house.

“John and Klerissa were fabulous to
work with because they really knew
what they wanted, but they wanted it to
be a little more fun,” Musgjerd said. “If
you could say one thing about that house,
it’s got some fun color to it, it fits the style
of their lifestyle where it’s still classy, but
it’s very relaxed.

“We met with Klerissa and had two
huge tables of fun fabrics out so we could
get aread of what she wanted,” Musgjerd
continued. “She lived in Miami for a num-
ber of years and really wanted those big
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pops of bright color. So it ended up we settled on the tur-
quoise, navy blue and fuchsia — that’s what you see in the
pillows and the paint on the ceiling. Some of the wallpaper in
the powder bathroom is a turquoise and navy color.”

While many of the house’s features were designed specifi-
cally with the kids in mind, the third floor “bunk” room and
the basement sport court with 20-foot walls are highlights.
The entrance to the third floor is hidden behind a swing-away
bookcase. It’s filled with fun bunk beds and an arts-and-crafts
studio.

“It’s 100 percent geared towards Kkids,” Musgjerd said.
“They loved that space up there. They wanted it to be fun —
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it’s hidden — it’s behind the bookcase and you have to go up
the stairs. When you walk in, they wanted it to be that fun
craft room — paint, color, make whatever you want. But then
also having the four bunk beds up there — their 17-year-old
son has friends over almost every weekend and that’s where
they all want to stay.”

“There is often a group of teenage boys utilizing that bas-
ketball court,” Klerissa said. “It is great to have a window
from the main level so that we can check on the kids when
they are down there. There is a light switch for the sport court
near the main floor window too. The kids know that when the
light flips, it is time to come up and eat!”
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While the couple loves the house’s invit-
ing great room, additional spaces for the
kids to play and the large recreation area in
the basement, the home’s little details were
also important.

“The cabinetry and woodwork is fantas-
tic, every cut and corner is perfect,” John
said. “We also love that every room is full
of natural sunlight. Melissa did an amaz-
ing job incorporating candid and old fam-
ily photos, Klerissa’s grandfather’s Navy
uniform, several generations of baby shoes
and other meaningful pieces from our life.
Even when the house was brand new, it
truly felt like ‘ours.” We also really appreci-
ate that even though it was essentially new
construction, we were able to keep parts of
the original house, such as the chimney.”

If there’s one thing the couple can’t imag-
ine living without now that they’ve settled
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into their new home, it’s the built-in storage found
throughout the house.

“Wereally appreciate and utilize all of our built-in stor-
age,” Klerissa said. “We have built-in storage for toys,
crayons, coloring books, blankets and pillows, whatever.
It makes the house so much easier to tidy quickly when
you have a space to put everything away.”

John and Klerissa say their favorite part of the house
is the multi-purpose screen porch that serves as a family
room, dinning room and outdoor kitchen when weather
permits. It’s equipped with radiant heaters so even in
cooler temps, the family can still enjoy their outdoor
space.

“It’s something we’re doing more and more of — the
convertible porch that has roll down screens so that it
can turn from a patio into a porch,” Gustafson said. “It
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also has roll-down vinyl to keep the wind out. We put in-
frared heaters in the ceiling and a very large multi-part
door that recesses into the wall so it can become an inte-
grated space with their great room.”

The couple couldn’t be happier with their choice to
pursue (mostly) new construction on the shores of Lake
Minnetonka.

“Bohns Point provides the environment of an older,
established neighborhood, but also has several families
with children that are the ages of our own,” Klerissa
said. “The family we purchased the original house from
built their new home just two doors down from us — no
one wants to leave!” ®

Amy Carlson Gustafson is an arts and entertainment
reporter at the Pioneer Press.
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