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By JACKIE COOPERMAN

SMART technology, furniture for indoors and out, saturated 
colors, mixed metals...with summer in full force, New York 
designers have bright new ways to make your home cool, 

functional and appealing. From the accessible to the rarefied, 
we asked five leading aesthetes to share the latest trends.


Colleen Newell Senior Director of Design and 
Merchandising at ABC Home (ABCH0me.com)

“As technology becomes more prevalent, there’s a want and need for 
a connection to nature,” says Newell, explaining that the summer’s big 
color palettes are inspired by deserts, forests and water. Newell’s selling 
lots of softer looks, too, like the matte finish on ABC’s Cobble Hill sofas 
($2,495) or the iridescent shimmer on Glas Italia’s side tables ($2,195). 

“It brings a special feeling of nature indoors,” Newell notes. “It’s like 
jewelry for your home.”

Shimmer also adorns the pink and yellow-glazed Mystic Venus stone-
ware at ABC’s buzzy new vegan restaurant, abcV at 38 E. 19th St. Inspired 
by sunrise and sunset colors and with prices starting at $22, the line’s 
produced in Thailand, while vintage Bolivian textiles are also for sale as 
pillows and runners, starting at $75. “It’s about bringing a sense of soul 
into your home, not having something mass-produced,” says Newell. 

Another trend: LED lighting. Newell says she can’t keep Nanoleaf’s 
nine-piece set in stock (starting at $60). The lights can be wall-mounted 
and controlled by app to create “a city vibe, a sunset vibe, a club energy.”

Designers share the 
summer’s hottest trends

“People are looking for prod-
ucts with artistic, layered stories 
behind them,” says Chi, whose 
firm specializes in design for 
hospitality clients. 

Chi is emphasizing texture and 
a dash of whimsy, exemplified 
by the collaboration she recently 
debuted at Southampton’s Mecox 

Gardens with Le Studio Anthost, 
which upholstered Tzelan’s 
Vanity Pouf in hand-painted black 
basket-weave textiles ($1,895).

For the Ritz-Carlton Singapore’s 
Colony restaurant, Chi enlisted 
New York industrial designer 
Jessica Corr to create bamboo 
chairs with an Edwardian shape 

($680). “Bamboo is very casual, 
but we did it in a formal way. We’re 
rethinking organic design as less 
kitschy, more refined,” she says. 
Chi is also using natural materials 
like rattan and wicker. 

Metals are big this summer, 
too. With designer David Singer, 
Tzelan produced a battery-oper-

ated Turning Leaf Lamp featuring 
pressed Argentinean copper, brass 
or nickel finishes combined with 
Czech crystal for a bit of bling 
($1,750, pictured left.) “The trend 
is returning materials to their pure 
forms, without additives but with 
innovative finishes,” she says.
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ABC Home are sourcing natural stoneware and 
textiles that bring “a sense of soul into your 

home,” says director Colleen Newell.
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Keep things neat and tidy with 
savvy storage solutions

HIDDEN IN   PLAIN SIGHT
Home&Decor

Let there be 
light

Revive a dull space with shapely 
side tables and lamps

SQUEEZE IN SHELVING 
You’d be amazed where shelves can sit. A spice 

shelf fits nicely above a kitchen door frame while 
a floating shelf can perch above the bathroom 
door as the perfect place for towels. Instead of a 
gallery wall above the couch, try a stack of float-
ing shelves and intersperse your art with books. 
Above a TV, desk or radiator are other notewor-
thy locations, or put your windowsills to work. 

In short, any empty wall space is a space ripe 
for shelving. And doing an entire wall in book-
shelves is not only efficient, but can double as a 
statement piece as well.

STACK YOUR STORAGE
Vertical space is your friend. Unused areas 

above kitchen cabinets are a perfect place to add 
baskets or even a floating shelf. Furniture can be 
stacked as well; consider vintage trunks or hat-
boxes, both of which are easily found on Etsy. 

Be creative — stacked books can create per-
fect couch-side tables  or colorful stands for 
vases, while brightly colored cardboard boxes 
look neat stacked under a couch.  


GO HIGH

Bikes, shoes, bookcases, lighting, tennis rac-
quets — all these and more can move from your 
surfaces onto your walls to free up space; plus, 
wall mounting draws the eyes upward and makes 
for a more dynamic vertical space. IKEA’s Trones 
shoe storage (above, $299 at IKEA.com) is a win, 
as is a sleek wall-mounted storage unit with a 
lamp socket by OneFortyThree (from $300 at 
Shop.OneFortyThree.com. CB2 even has a whim-
sical wall-mounted cabinet that doubles as a 
cocktail bar ($299 at CB2.com). And some simple, 
beautiful wall hooks can hang almost anything. 


MAKE A BOLD STATEMENT

There’s no reason that your major storage units, 
like dressers and armoires, shouldn’t be art in 
their own right, and are great opportunities to 
inject humor and personality into a home. Choose 
one that’s stylish and functional. Anthropologie’s 
Land & Sky Armoire (left, $2,998 at Anthropologie.
com) featuring carved cranes, is stunning, as is its 
Lacquered Regency series.

Inspired by her Park Slope 
neighborhood, Uurasjarvi’s 
summer design plans include 
hanging Rejuvenation’s out-
door cargo string lights ($179 at 
Rejuventation.com) and plant-
ing a vegetable garden with 
her 12-year-old daughter. “It all 
works and feels festive. Even if 
we get one tomato, I’ll be happy. 
It’s the joy of doing it,” she says.

 The Finnish designer’s other 
decorative joys: Using clear 
glass vases to display cut bee 
blossom and allium wildflowers 
and lounging among the Brazilian-inspired outdoor pillows and al 
fresco stripe picnic throw ($49) she’s designed for West Elm. 

For summer entertaining, she mixes contemporary pieces with col-
orful vintage Massimo Vignelli-designed Heller melamine dinnerware, 
which can be found on sites like eBay (prices start at around $15). 

“Summer’s a great time to layer and make your table more fun,” 
she says, adding that the Brooklyn Flea is a good source for vintage 
finds. Indoors, Uurasjarvi’s summer focus is on refreshing white-
on-white and blue palettes, and incorporating breathable fabrics. 

“My personal favorite is Tencel, a sustainably sourced, natural fiber 
with cooling properties,” she says. “The sheets ($39-$149) are mois-
ture-wicking and feel almost like silk, and are more luxe than cotton.”

Christa Frey, co-founder and principal  
of STUDIO Interior Design (StudioDNY.com)

David Alhadeff, owner and founder  
of The Future Perfect (TheFuturePerfect.com)

By MADELINE GRESSEL

NEW York apartments aren’t famous for their closets. In lieu of generous stor-
age, where do you put all your stuff?  Mostly, it’s a matter of ingenuity and 

making the most of what you have. To that end, we’ve compiled a list of tips 
and trends that will help streamline storage in even the tiniest of homes. 


GO DOWN UNDER 

The most obvious place to hide things 
is under the bed — but a smart couch or 
daybed can work, too. Choose items with 
shelving incorporated into the design. 

IKEA’s Brimnes headboard ($130 at 
IKEA.com) is backed with helpful shelv-
ing, as is Objet Mécanique’s Le Lit De 
Julie. ($2,850 at ObjetsMecaniques.big-
cartel.com). An Urban Outfitters bed on 
hairpin legs ($1,169 at UrbanOutfitters.
com) offers underbed storage that feels 
fresh. For a more streamlined solution, try 
Crate & Barrel’s Blair storage bed (below, 
from $2,399 at CrateAndBarrel.com), with 
drawers so sleek they’re almost imper-
ceptible. Another great option is a coffee 
table with hidden storage, like West Elm’s 
Industrial Storage Coffee Table (left, 
$599 at WestElm.com). 

OPEN UP
In our Marie Kondo-ed era of sparse 

and beautiful belongings, why hide your 
things at all? Exposed storage can be 
an elegant solution to a lack of space. 
Instead of stuffing your closet with 
clothes, try a freestanding rack (Urban 
Outfitters sells a few nice ones). 

Baskets, like the Senagalese-style 
ones sold by Feliz in Fort Greene, are 
attractive places to hold extra bedding 
and stacks of magazines. Beautiful jew-
elry racks and boxes like Pottery Barn’s 
antique gold ones or cufflink trays are 
also great opportunities to display your 
goods. A simple, considered display will 
make your décor look more intentional.


BREAK IT UP

Storage can also be used to break small 
homes into more manageable—and 
private—spaces. The iconic example is 
IKEAS’s Kallax series (right, $199 at IKEA.
com), which is incredibly versatile. The 
square units can be placed in the middle 
of a room to divide it or stacked against a 

wall to create floor-to-ceiling shelves (no 
assembly required!). Stack and stagger 
the units to create stair-like surfaces and 
fill them with plants, or use the shelves 
to create an entryway where there was 
none. If you prefer a monochromatic 
look, fill each shelf with a box or basket 
for an uncluttered wall.   

  
Summer’s all about relaxing 

and embracing the outdoors, 
even if it’s only a balcony, says 
design impresario Alhadeff, 
who runs The Future Perfect 
galleries in NoHo (55 Great 
Jones St. A.), Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. 

“We’ve noticed our clients 
gravitating toward a really casual 
outdoor lifestyle,” he says, citing 
Dutch designer Piet Hein Eek’s 
army bean bag chair ($1,600) and 
zinc table ($5,500) as outdoor fur-
nishings for the design savvy. 

New technologies are also mak-
ing it easier to find elegant fabrics 
that transition indoors, with some 
so sophisticated that Alhadeff 
often recommends them as 
indoor options for families with 

young children. DEDAR Outdoor 
from Italy and Pierre Frey’s 
Bayamo collection offer “outdoor 
textiles that look and feel like 
indoor fabrics,” he says. “People 
have this idea that Sunbrella is the 
only choice for outdoor furniture 
— that’s not the case anymore.”

For New Yorkers lacking out-
door space, Alhadeff suggests 
Jonathan Cross’ monolithic 
planters, handmade with an 
ancient wood-firing technique. 
Cross’ work and vibrantly hued 
glass sculptures by John Hogan 
(prices on request) play into the 
trend for artisanal, individually 
produced design, he adds. 

“People are a little more maxi-
malist now and open to having fun 
with patterns and color,” he says.

“People are gravitating toward 
light, both in colors and materi-
als,” says Frey, whose boutique 
firm focuses on high-end residen-
tial and commercial projects. To 
achieve an airy look, Frey paints 
walls with Benjamin Moore’s 
Chantilly Lace and Classic Gray 
Aura Matte and lightens floors 
with a natural oak matte or satin 
finish. This neutral foundation 
creates a great showcase for judi-
ciously applied texture and color, 
Frey says, allowing her to enliven 
cabinetry and appliances with 
“blingy” hardware like Emtek’s 
Berlin door handles in matte 
black ($150, Emtek.com). Metals 
also give depth to furniture like in 
Jonathan Zawada’s marble, wood 
and aluminum side table ($1,750 
at MatterMatters.com). 

For a softer look, Frey layers 

textured flatweave or Berber wool 
rugs alongside natural fibers like 
linen and woven rattan. 

“Woven furniture is very 
sculptural,” she says. A favorite: 
Peg Woodworking’s white oak 
Euclid bench with braided cord 
top ($3,200 at PegWoodworking.
com). Technology is another big 
trend. Frey uses LED lighting like 
Paul Loebach’s Halo Oval Pendant 
($8,500 at PaulLoebach.com), 
appliances like Miele’s Speed 
Oven ($2,000 at MieleUSA.com) 
and Lutron’s RadioRA 2 system, 
which offers wireless control 
for lighting, temperature and 
window treatments (Lutron.com). 

“It may seem a little contra-
dictory to talk about artisan 
materials and technology, but 
they’re co-existing in the mod-
ern, clean, smart home.”


SPRING FOR CONVERTIBLES

Sometimes, your furniture can store 
itself — and we don’t mean your average 
sleeper sofas. Dining tables can fold into 
walls while coffee tables can unfold into 
dining tables courtesy of Boulon Blanc, 
(below, priced from $980 at BoulonBlanc.
com). No longer a cheesy embarrass-
ment, elegant Murphy beds can be found 
for every nook and cranny. One Swedish 
design firm even built a bed into a closet. 
For those blessed with multiple stories, 
stairs are the ultimate hack. Use the space 
below to create shelving that displays your 
books or best china. You can even trans-
form the stairs themselves into drawers.

Tray chic
Customize this versatile piece in any 
finish you fancy. The Audrey Butler 

removable tray is made of pine wood 
while the collapsible base is iron with a 

brass finish.  $646 at AveHome.com

Causing ripples
Tracy Glover’s 
Lantern Table 

Lamp is as 
much a lighting 

fixture as it is 
an objet d’art. 

The 2 watt LED 
tube lamp gives 
off a soft warm 

glow. $1,118 at 
TracyGloverStudio.

com

Shine on
The Mister 
Table Lamp 
is both sleek 

and edgy 
with gold-
plated Iron 

and charcoal 
stained 

wood. $119 at 
CB2.com

Uber chic
On The Rock 
side table by 
M.A. Stiker-

Metral for Ligne 
Roset is ever so 

sleek with its 
walnut base and 
UV-glued crystal 
glass removable 

top. $900 at Ligne-
Roset.com

Tropical punch
Golden-hued 

fruity flourishes 
on the Pineapple 

Accent Table 
will add a bit 
of glam and 

whimsy to any 
space, suitable 
for both indoor 

and outdoor use. 
$149.95 at Pier1.com

— April Hardwick

Johanna Uurasjarvi, creative director  
of West Elm (WestElm.com)


