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Location of Widowed Women Relative to Goucher College Campus  
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African American Population Density (North Baltimore)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
African American population in 1940 (Old Goucher neighborhood in black box).  
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African American population in 1960 (Old Goucher neighborhood in black box).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
African American population in 1980 (Old Goucher neighborhood in black box).  
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African American population in 2000 (Old Goucher neighborhood in black box).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
African American population in 2010 (Old Goucher neighborhood in black box).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

165  

D
E

M
O

G
R

A
P

H
IC

 A
N

A
L

Y
S

IS
  



Total Population Density (North Baltimore)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Population density in 1940 (Old Goucher neighborhood in black box).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Population density in 1960 (Old Goucher neighborhood in black box).  
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Population density in 1980 (Old Goucher neighborhood in black box).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Population density in 2000 (Old Goucher neighborhood in black box).  
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Population density in 2010 (Old Goucher neighborhood in black box).  
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Part C-1: Institutional Information  
 
 

Foundation of the Women's College of Baltimore  

Since the school's opening in 1888, Goucher College, formerly known as the Women's College  

of Baltimore, has had a pivotal influence on collegiate-status liberal arts education for women.  

Prior to the establishment of the Women's College of Baltimore in 1885, the first four Seven  

Sisters Colleges, which included Vassar (1865), Bryn Mawr (1869), Smith (1875), and Wellesley  

(1875), were founded in the northeastern states. The Women's College immediately defined  

itself by receiving federally-recognized collegiate status for its four-year baccalaureate degree  

program. To the north near Roland Park in what was then Baltimore County, the female  

Catholic colleges of Notre Dame and Mount Saint Agnes would achieve this status later in the 

1890's.  

Similar to the Seven Sisters' connection to the Ivy League, Goucher College took on an early  

brother-sister school relationship with Johns Hopkins University, whose Homewood campus  

was located directly to the north in the Charles Village neighborhood. Despite never being part 

of the Seven Sisters, Goucher College would set an equally high standard in female liberal arts  

education through the ground-breaking creation of a strong learning environment composed of  

exquisite academics, athletics, administrators, and architecture. These four components  

immediately and increasingly attracted incredibly bright students from all over the country to 

come proudly study at Goucher College.  

The school's history began in 1881 when John Franklin Goucher was included in a committee  

within the Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church to consider the  

establishment of a seminary school. John B. Van Meter, who would become the school's first 

dean, took the position of chairman for the committee in 1883. The two ministers, Van Meter  

and Goucher, then initiated the proposal of a women's college as a modern educational  

alternative to the more traditional model of a religious seminary school. They were successful  

in convincing the Baltimore Conference of their idea and began organizing the Women's  

College of Baltimore in 1885, after the completion of the First Methodist Church, now known as  

Lovely Lane Methodist Episcopal Church. As a pastor of First Methodist, Goucher had helped 

the congregation move from their downtown location on Lovely Lane to their new church. He  

then deeded to the Conference an old cornfield on the two-thirds of an acre next to the Church  

to be used for the development of the proposed school. William Hersey Hopkins, who had  

previously served as president of St. Johns College of Annapolis, would become the first  

president of the Women's College of Baltimore in 1885. Hopkins felt he "was nearly crushed"  

by the three years of fundraising and administrative work that was necessary to open the  

Women's College of Baltimore in September 1888. Despite his desire to return to teaching  

classics, President Hopkins was essential in the foundation and organization of the school. He  
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continued to serve as president for the first year after the College officially opened its doors to  

students. That first year, tuition cost $100, and room and board was another $100. When 

adjusted to reflect inflation, $200 in 1888 would be worth a little over $5,000 today. The 

College was certainly not expensive, nor was it cheap.  

Where Lovely Lane Methodist Episcopal Church had mothered the Women's College of  

Baltimore, so too the Catholic colleges had their associated Catholic churches. In this context,  

places of worship acted as institutional and philosophical urban generators by directly  

stimulating the development of associated higher education institutions and residential  

neighborhoods in what were originally the suburban areas of Baltimore City. Yet the Women's 

College was not so far removed from the City as Johns Hopkins to the north in Charles Village,  

or the Catholic colleges even further north near Roland Park that were part of Baltimore County  

until the City's final annexation in 1918. The College's proximity to the City and Johns Hopkins 

University may have influenced the expression of some unlady-like behaviors, such as dancing  

and playing cards, by some students in the 1890's. The result was the creation of strict rules and 

regulations for the campus, particularly the College Homes. Although President Goucher and 

Dean Van Meter did not want a finishing school, they still upheld the typical gender-role 

traditions of the time and certainly would not accept the school being poorly represented.  

Becoming Goucher College  

By the beginning of the 20th century, the Women's College of Baltimore steadily increased  

enrollment as it gained popularity, but it continued to financially struggle with the debt of the  

initial campus construction and start-up costs. In fact, John Goucher was so selflessly  

committed to the school that he refused any salary for the 18 years of his presidency. More  

important than his financial sacrifices, Goucher had truly established the foundational values 

and tradition of educational achievement that made the College successful.  

In the first decade of the 20th century, the Women's College of Baltimore became the chosen  

educational institution for Woodrow Wilson's daughters. Furthermore, the school was visited  

and addressed by former U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt in 1908. John F. Goucher had  

resigned his presidency the year before in order to once more resume his world travels as a 

scholar, art collector, educator, and missionary. His departure was solemn, but it spurred a  

serious discussion on changing the school's name to commemorate him and develop a stronger  

future identity for the institution. As another parting gift, John Goucher decided to grant the 

deed to his house on St. Paul Street, also designed by McKim, Mead and White, to the College.  

A decision was soon made, and the Women's College of Baltimore was officially renamed  

Goucher College after John Frederick and Mary Fischer Goucher, the school's most devoted 

founders, on March 5, 1910.  
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Not only had John F. Goucher donated a sum of well over $1,000,000 to the Women's College,  

but he was integral in operating the school at the highest standard despite all costs. Equally  

important, although it is lesser known, John Goucher had also given land and money to  

establish the historically black university of Morgan State at the corner of Edmonson and Fulton  

Streets in the late 1870's. Later on, he would help Morgan State University move to a more  

suburban area in northeast Baltimore City, as was the trend of higher education institutions, in 

the 20th century. Goucher College would make a similar move to the suburbs much later after 

World War II, but it made the fullest experience of its inner city campus until then. During his 

lifetime, John Goucher would also establish several Christian missionary women's schools in India, 

China, and Japan.  

During the time period between 1908 and 1910, Eugene A. Noble replaced John Goucher as  

president and helped the College gain independence from the Baltimore Conference of the  

Methodist Episcopal Church by transferring control to the Methodist Board of Education.  

President Noble also relinquished the College's connection with Girl's Latin after higher  

education-sponsored feeder schools were made illegal in 1909. Unfortunately, Noble had  

entered his presidency when the College was still in a large amount of debt and left the school 

in an even more difficult financial position. Luckily, Dean John B. Van Meter quickly stepped up  

as the most capable interim president. In fact, Van Meter was acting president when the  

trustees of the school publicly announced that the College would be closed in April 1913 if it  

was unable to raise another $1,000,000. Yet in 1911, Goucher College had attracted significant  

national attention and recognition when the U.S. Bureau of Education's Babcock Report gave  

the school a Class 1 status along with only five other female colleges. Even more impressive was  

the fact that Goucher College was the only one of these six Class 1 institutions below the  

Mason-Dixon Line. The College had also gained national recognition for the use of Bennett Hall  

and its annex as one of the earliest physiology and hygiene departments within American  

female higher education. Notably, the gymnasium space included the first swimming pool of 

any female college and the most modern mechanical physical training equipment known as  

Zander machines. The College was also known for its early athletic clubs that included bowling,  

basketball, archery, tennis, golf, and field hockey. Such achievements depict the role of  

Goucher College in setting early standards for female collegiate education in the south as the 

Seven Sisters did in the northeast region of the United States.  

According to The Baltimore Sun, by October 1912, Goucher College had only raised about  

$375,000. Fortunately, President Van Meter and his predecessor, President William W. Guth,  

were able to complete the $1,000,000 fundraising campaign in time to save the school in 1913.  

Professor of Physiology and Hygiene, Lillian Welsh, greatly assisted in the College's financial 

campaign by holding several public rallies to save the school.  
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1920 Donnybrook Fair Timeline  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goucher College. 1920. Donnybrook Fair. Baltimore: Donnybrook Board, Woman's College of  
Baltimore.  
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Regulations for the Government of the College Homes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goucher College. The Woman's College of Baltimore Residence Regulations 1898. Pamphlet.  
Baltimore: Goucher College, 1898. Goucher College Digital Library, Early History and 

Ephemera Collection.  
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Part G-2: Buildings and Campus Maps  
 

 
Goucher Hall Drawing  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goucher Hall Photograph  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goucher College. Historic Brochure of The Women's College of Baltimore. Brochure. Baltimore: Goucher College,  
1897. Goucher College Digital Library, Early History and Ephemera Collection.  
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Goucher Hall Floor Plan  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goucher College. 1890. Bulletin of Goucher College. Baltimore, MD: Goucher College.  

 
Bennett Hall Drawing  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goucher College. 1890. Bulletin of Goucher College. Baltimore, MD: Goucher College.  
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Bennett Hall Photograph  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goucher College. Historic Brochure of The Women's College  
of Baltimore. Brochure. Baltimore: Goucher College, 1897.  
Goucher College Digital Library, Early History and 

Ephemera Collection.  

 
Bennett Hall Floor Plan  
 
Goucher College. 1890. Bulletin of Goucher College.  
Baltimore, MD: Goucher College.  
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College Home Drawing  
Goucher College. 1895. Bulletin  
of Goucher College. Baltimore, 

MD: Goucher College.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College Homes Photograph  
 

Goucher College. Historic Brochure of The Women's College  
of Baltimore. Brochure. Baltimore: Goucher College, 1897.  
Goucher College Digital Library, Early History and Ephemera Collection.  
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College Homes Floor Plan  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goucher College. 1890. Bulletin of Goucher College. Baltimore, MD: Goucher College.  
 

 
 

Catherine Hooper Hall Photograph  
 

Goucher College. Historic  
Brochure of The Women's  
College of Baltimore.  
Brochure. Baltimore: Goucher  
College, 1897. Goucher  
College Digital Library, Early  
History and Ephemera 

Collection.  
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Goucher College Buildings Map  
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Goucher College Land Map  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goucher College Building Map  
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Goucher College Properties Map  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goucher College Overlay Map  
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Part C-3: Ephemera and Photographs  
 

Goucher & Johns Hopkins Drawing  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goucher College. 1895. Donnybrook Fair. Baltimore: Junior Class, Woman's College of Baltimore.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College Name Change Certificate  
 

 
 
 
 
Courses Offered  
 

Goucher College. Historic Brochure of The Women's College of Baltimore. Brochure. Baltimore: Goucher College,  
1897. Goucher College Digital Library, Early History and Ephemera Collection  
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Interiors of Bennett Hall Gymnasium  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goucher College. Historic Brochure of The Women's College of Baltimore. Brochure. Baltimore: Goucher  
College, 1897. Goucher College Digital Library, Early History and Ephemera Collection.  

Interior of Goucher Hall Main Gallery  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goucher College. Historic Brochure of The Women's College of Baltimore. Brochure. Baltimore: Goucher  
College, 1897. Goucher College Digital Library, Early History and Ephemera Collection.  
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Interiors of Dormitory Rooms  College Seals  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goucher College. Historic Brochure of The Women's  
College of Baltimore. Brochure. Baltimore: Goucher College, 

1897. Goucher College Digital Library, Early History and 

Ephemera Collection.  
 
 
 
 

Full Orbed Woman  
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