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olorado Trout Unlimit-
ed’s River Conservation
and Fly Fishing Youth

Camp class of 2019 attended
the camp program June 9-15 at
Silent Spring Resort in Almont,
CO. With this class of alumni,
we have achieved 14 years of the
camp curricula. Since its ini-
tiation in 2016, nearly 250 teens
have attended the camp. The
Class of 2019 includes 19 camp-
ers representing 14 Colorado
TU chapters, and one Washing-
ton chapter. The campers com-
pleted a week-long program that
balances conservation education
with building and improving fly
fishing skills. Each day’s agenda
includes a conservation educa-
tion activity and a fly fishing ex-
cursion.

River Conservation
and Fly Fishing Youth
Camp Class

of 2019

By Barbara Luneau

The activities are designed
to expose the high school-age
campers to a broad range of
conservation-related topics, and
potential career paths. Invited
guest presenters are always a
key component of the conserva-
tion agenda. This year’s agenda
of guest experts included a field
visit to a mining restoration site
on the Slate River with the Crest-
ed Butte Land Trust, hands-on
hydrology demonstrations with
the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS), ripar-
ian trailer lead by NRCS and
Shavano Conservation District
staff, water use discussion by TU
program director Cary Deni-
son, Water Law introduction by
TU Colorado Water Project Le-
gal Counsel Mely Whiting, tour

Staff volunteer, Mark Rayman introduces
campers to casting fundamentals. Novice
anglers start to build skills, and more experi-
enced anglers tune up their cast.
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of Roaring Judy Fish Hatchery,
and a Colorado Native Cutthroat
Trout restoration presentation
and discussion by Colorado
Parks and Wildlife Aquatic Bi-
ologist Daniel Brauch.

Each year, the highlight of the
camps conservation agenda is
completing a conservation proj-
ect. This year we cleaned out an
eroded irrigation ditch at a For-
est Service livestock holding
area. The campers removed built
up sediment and brush from an
irrigation ditch. From this first-
hand experience, they clearly
were able to see the confluence of
agriculture and habitat restora-
tion, and recognize the relation-
ship between effective irrigation
practices and conserving trout
habitat. This class completed one

of the most physically demand-
ing projects in the history of the
camp, cheerfully and with great
gusto. It was so gratifying to see
the campers running along the
ditch, following the water as it
was released into the newly-
cleaned ditch.

The campers come to camp to
fish, and they represent all skill
levels when they arrive. We kick
oft the skills instruction with cast-
ing, and novice anglers learn the
basics while more experienced
anglers work on advanced cast-
ing skills. Campers learn fly tying
skills by formal instruction and
informal free tying time. They
learn entomology, and survey
aquatic macroinvertebrates and
water chemistry at every fishing
location. Through these exercises




Campers identify and sort aquatic macroinver-
tebrates on the Taylor River. They count Order
and Family abundances, and estimate stream
health index from the data. At the end of the
week they do a comparative data analysis from
each fishing location. They also learn the rela-
tionship to making better fly selections prior to
entering a river.

Staff volunteer, Mark Sheedlo coaches a novice
angler in landing a trout.

Campers pose at the new Gunsight Bridge in
Gothic, CO a former 1800's coal mining and
extraction site after a tour of the wetlands res-
toration completed by the Crested Butte Land
Trust. At this site, campers had the opportunity
to learn about the collaboration of communica-
tions, public relations, science, engineering,
fundraising, and logistics required to initiate and
shepherd a restoration project.

Campers rig up prior to a fishing excursion on
Willow Creek in Taylor Park.




Longtime Staff volunteer and co-director, Dick
Shinton leads fly tying lessons. Campers learn
basic fly tying skills through executing a num-
ber of classic and standard patterns.

Guest speaker and Shavano Conservation Dis-
trict Education Coordinator, Mendy Stewart
leads campers through a hydrology and wet-
lands exercise using the NRCS Riparian Trailer.
The trailer offers a unique hands-on learning en-
vironment to explore cause and effect using in-
quiry-based learning. Campers explore human
impacts and water management scenarios.

Campers enjoy time connecting with their
peers and making new friends.

A camper releases a rainbow trout at Roaring
Judy Ponds. Campers learn KeepEmWet fish
handing and catch-and-release practices. They
also learn many aspects of fly fishing ethics as
part of becoming future stewards.



Campers observe aquaculture at Roaring Judy
Fish Hatchery in Almont, CO. They participated
in an extensive tour of operations, covering both
the Kokanee salmon and rainbow trout rearing
that is done at the hatchery.

Campers put their youth and muscle into giving
back through a conservation project. Our crew
cleared out about 300 yards of Forest Service
irrigation ditch, restoring its function so that di-
version water was no longer wasted.
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they observe firsthand the con-
nection between water quality,
habitat location, and fly fishing.
They also learn knots, leaders
and rigging. Skills are reinforced
with games and competitions.
Fishing time is always a favorite
with the campers. The high run-
off this year presented a chal-
lenge, but we were able to find
accessible water above Taylor
Reservoir and at Roaring Judy
Ponds. The camp staff members
pair up with a couple of campers
and essentially guide them. We
teach the campers how to read
the water, select flies, and coach
them through how to fish a loca-
tion, hook up, and land trout.
Connecting with others and
making lifelong friendships is
always a highlight of camp. Since
our campers come from all over
the state and beyond, they don’t
usually know each other when
they arrive. For many, it is a spe-
cial opportunity to meet peers
interested in the same things
that they are. They often tell us
that they don’'t have other friends
at home interested in fly fishing
and the outdoors like they are.
As a result, many lifelong friend-
ships are formed at camp. As a
volunteer leader, I find this to be
one of the most moving parts of

the camp experience. Wherever
these young adults go in their
lives, they will always have a
friend to stand beside them in a
river.

The community of camp
doesn’t happen without the tre-
mendous effort of our hosts
and volunteers. Were a fam-
ily that continues to
grow with our camp
experience. Keri and
Ron, the owners of
Silent Spring Resort
(and parents of a camp
alumni), have made
a safe and welcoming
site for our campers
for the past 2 years.
Our staff includes 11
volunteers from chap-
ters all over the state
that give a full week of their time
to support the camp program.
Half of our staff includes camp
alumni as both adult and junior
counselors. The commitment to
come back year after year says
a lot about the passion these
young people have for camp. It
is a real privilege for all of us to
become mentors for the Class of
2019, and continue the legacy
of the camp’s founders - Sharon
Lance and Larry Quilling. =

Campers rig up prior to a fishing excursion on

Willow Creek in Taylor Park.
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FOR MORE INFO:

Are you interested in learning more

about this camp? Do you know a
good candidate camper? Contact
Barbara. Luneau@coloradotu.org
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$27.95
ISBN 978-1-892469-29-8

Step-by-step fly pattern tutorials develop
your tying skills one pattern at a time.
After completing all seven patterns you
will have the skills to tie most of the flies
you will ever need. Available from your
favorite retailer or give us a call.

1-888-511-1530

www.nononsenseguides.com
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