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March 15, 2018, (SAN FRANCISCO, CA) - Exploring the hopes, delusions and the ultimate will 
to survive in the loneliest, most bitter place on the planet, INCARCERATED 6x9 is inspired by 
the real-life accounts of young Pinoy and Asian Americans incarcerated between 1966 and 
2008. The immersive 60-minute dance-media performance is the latest work by Alleluia Panis, 
who was named the first ever San Francisco Legacy Artist by the San Francisco Arts 
Commission. Collaborating with Panis is composer Rachel Lastimosa of the indie-soul and R&B 
duo, Dirty Boots, and media artist and filmmaker, Wilfred Galila. INCARCERATED 6x9 is 
performed by a cast of ten dancers from May 4-13, and runs at Bindlestiff Studio’s intimate 
black box theater, located in the SOMA Pilipinas Cultural District. 
 
The bold, physically and emotionally layered work of creative nonfiction located in the year 2048 
highlights the state of humanity in the United States, 150 years after the U.S. bid for global 
power began. With abstract simulations of a jail cell’s six-by-nine dimensions, audience 
members get a visceral glimpse into life behind bars. The story is told through the lives of three 
inmates and their struggles to endure the American judicial system. Ronoldo “Boying” 
Batongbakal performed by Hip Hop and folkloric dancer Jonathan Mercado, Ramon “Mon” 
Delos Santos by street dance theater, former martial artist, and Embodiment Project company 
member Johnny Nguyen, and Jesus “Hes” Gatpala by Parangal Dance Co.’s June Arellano. 
 
“We need to share our stories. If we don’t, someone else is going to continue telling it for us; 
and further marginalize Fil-Am communities, and the Asian American community at large,” 
shares Galila. “By creatively addressing these issues, we hope to generate critical thinking 
around what’s really happening within our communities and people.” 
 
Panis’s investigation uncovers the “off-limits” stories of Pilipino Americans. This is her third full-
length work under her American Stories Project. “Ibig-Pulse of Desire” (2009) unpacks mental 
instability and incest, while “She Who Can See” (2015) portrays the painful collision of shamanic 
inheritance and the modern world. Her third installment, “INCARCERATED 6x9”, emphasizes 
the impact of displacement, incarceration, and colonialism. 
 
“The characters in INCARCERATED 6x9 identify as immigrants, and there’s this notion that 
coming to the U.S. will make life better and easier; but when they face the reality of what it’s like 
to be in America, it’s strikingly different. There are issues with food security, housing, safety, 
etc., and it’s difficult for people to understand what it’s like unless they move here. There are a 
lot of compounding difficulties that come with being an immigrant, and this production delves 
into both the physical and mental imprisonment imposed by outside forces that control our 
environments.” - Rachel Lastimosa, Composer 
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This production is part of the Asian Pacific Islander Cultural Center’s (APICC) “21st Annual 
United States of Asian America Festival: Regenerative Community,” a month long celebration of 
Asian American art and culture in San Francisco. 
 

Show Dates: 
● Friday, May 4th @ 7:30 pm 
● Saturday, May 5th @ 7:30 pm 
● Sunday, May 6th @ 3 pm 
● Friday, May 11th @ 7:30 pm 
● Saturday, May 12th @ 7:30 pm 
● Sunday, May 13th @ 3 pm 

Where:  
Bindlestiff Studio 
185-6th Street & Howard,  
San Francisco, CA 94103 
www.bindlestiffstudio.org 

Tickets: 
$20 advance 
$25 @door 
$50 Art Supporter 
www.incarcerated-6x9.bpt.me 
www.kularts-sf.org 
www.apiculturalcenter.org 
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About Kularts: 
Founded in 1985, Kulintang Arts, Inc., now known popularly as Kularts, is the premier presenter 
of contemporary and tribal Pilipino arts in the United States. Through three decades of service, 
Kularts has grown into a leading elder arts organization, uniting generations of artists and 
community activists in a common effort to build a collective space and sense of belonging within 
San Francisco, specifically the SOMA Pilipinas: Filipino Cultural Heritage District. Kularts 
creates work that makes visible the contributions of Pilipino Americans and creates room for 
cultural continuity and knowledge. The founders, musician Robert L. Henry, dancer Marcella 
Pabros, and choreographer/director Alleluia Panis chose "kulintang" in honor of the ancient 
music tradition of Mindanao, Philippines. 
 
About API Cultural Center: 
The Asian Pacific Islander Cultural Center’s (APICC) mission is to support and produce 
multidisciplinary art reflective of the unique experiences of Asian Pacific Islanders living in the 
United States. APICC was founded in 1996 by representatives of five nonprofit arts groups: 
Asian American Dance Performances, First Voice, Asian Improv aRts, the Asian American 
Theater Company, and Kearny Street Workshop. Since 1998, the center has promoted the 
artistic and organizational growth of San Francisco’s API arts community by organizing and 
presenting the annual United States of Asian America Festival as well as commissioning 
contemporary art for and by the Asian American and Pacific Islander community. 


