
H i d d e n  H a t e :  
HATE  CRIMES  ARE  ON  THE  RISE

BUT  FEDERAL  DATA  COLLECTION

ISN 'T  KEEPING  UP

Accord ing  to  the  FBI ’s  Hate  Cr imes
Sta t i s t i cs  (HCS)  da tabase,  the  to ta l
number  o f  ha te  c r imes  inc reased in
2015,  2016 and 2017.  In  2017 a lone ,
ha te  c r imes  inc reased by  17  percen t .
The recent  resurgence o f  r igh t -w ing
ex t remis t  g roups  t racks  c lose ly  w i th
th is  d is tu rb ing  r i se  in  ha te  c r imes
and v io len t  a t tacks .  

F rom the  death  o f  Heather  Heyer  in
Char lo t tesv i l l e  to  dead ly  a t tacks  in
houses  o f  worsh ip  a t  the  Emanue l  AME
Church  in  Char les ton ,  the  Tree  o f  L i fe
Synagogue in  P i t t sburgh ,  and  the  A l
Noor  Mosque in  Chr is tchurch ,  New
Zea land,  wh i te  supremac is t  ideo log ies
are  beh ind  a  number  o f  devas ta t ing
h igh-pro f i le  a t tacks .
 

HATE  CRIMES  -  INCLUDING  DEADLY

ATTACKS  -  ARE  INCREASING

Af te r  a
mass ive  sp ike
fo l low ing  the
9 /11  a t tacks ,
ha te  c r imes
fe l l  un t i l  2014
but  a re  r i s ing
once aga in .  

Ant i -semi t i c  ha te  c r imes  inc reased by  37  percent  in  2017.  

The 17-percent
inc rease in
repor ted  ha te
cr imes in  2017
fo l lows a  5 -

Ant i -La t inx  c r imes  jumped by  24  percent  in  2017 amid  an  inc rease in  an t i -
immigran t  rhe to r ic .

From 2014 to  2016,  an t i -Mus l im ha te  c r imes  inc reased by  a  shock ing  99  percen t .

percent  inc rease  in  2016 (7 ,175 ha te  c r imes  in  2017 -  1 ,154  more    than  in  2016) .

Hate  c r imes  da ta  based on  gender  o r  gender  iden t i t y  were  no t  pub l i shed pr io r
to  2014,  bu t  have  r i sen  s tead i l y  in  recent  years .  Th is  da ta  bo ls te rs  communi ty
concerns ,  par t i cu la r l y  a round the  h igh  ra te  o f  murders  o f  b lack  t rans  women.

D isab i l i t y - re la ted  ha te  c r imes  jumped 66  percen t  in  2017.

Hate  c r imes  based on  sexua l  o r ien ta t ion  g rew by  6  percen t  f rom 2015 to  2017
af te r  dec l in ing  fo r  severa l  years .
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HATE  CRIME  REPORTING  IS  INCONSISTENT  AND

INADEQUATE

The FBI ’s  HCS t racks  inc iden ts  o f  ha te  and  the  communi t ies  most  a f fec ted .  The Bureau
f i rs t  began pub l i ca t ion  o f  th is  da ta  in  1991,  in  response to  passage o f  the  Hate  Cr imes
Sta t i s t i cs  Ac t  o f  1990.

The e f fec t i veness  o f  the  FBI ' s  da ta  co l lec t ion  i s  l im i ted  because the  FBI  does  no t
requ i re  mandatory  repor t ing  by  loca l  law en fo rcement  agenc ies .  Of ten ,  those  loca l
agenc ies  fa i l  to  accura te ly  repor t  o r  even co l lec t  ha te  c r imes  da ta .  In  fac t ,  87  percen t  o f
a l l  par t i c ipa t ing  po l i ce  agenc ies  repor ted  zero  ha te  c r imes  to  the  FBI  in  2017.   More
than 1 ,000  agenc ies  fa i led  to  repor t  any  da ta  on  ha te  c r imes  to  the  FBI .  In  add i t ion ,
loca l  and  s ta te  ha te  c r ime laws are  a  pa tchwork  o f  de f in i t ions  tha t  do  no t  a lways  match
the  federa l  de f in i t ion .  The  resu l t  i s  s ign i f i can t  undercount ing  o f  ha te  c r imes .  F rom 2011
to  2015,  the  FBI  ta l l y  averaged 5 ,855  ha te  c r imes  a  year .  However ,  the  BJS survey  o f
ha te  c r imes  documented  236,000 inc iden ts  dur ing  th is  same t ime,  a  d i f fe rence  o f
severa l  o rders  o f  magn i tude .

RIGHT -WING  EXTREMISM  IS  A  MAJOR  DRIVER  OF

HATE -BASED  VIOLENCE  IN  THE  U .S .

More than  ha l f  o f  a l l  ha te  c r imes  v ic t ims  do  no t  repor t  the  c r imes  aga ins t  them (54
percen t  f rom 2011 to  2015) .   Th is  i s  inc reas ing ly  t rue  o f  members  o f  immigran t
communi t ies  who may no t  fee l  sa fe  repor t ing  inc iden ts  to  members  o f  law en fo rcement .
A l l  to ld ,  th is  ind ica tes  tha t  the  to ta l  number  o f  ha te  c r imes  is  s ign i f i can t l y
undercounted .  In  fac t ,  the  murders  o f  Heather  Heyer  and  Kha l i l  Jabara ,  some o f  the
most  w ide ly  repor ted  ha te  c r imes  in  recent  memory ,  were  no t  counted  as  ha te  c r imes .

Wi thou t  mandatory  repor t ing  and  a  na t ionwide ,  s tandard ized  de f in i t ion  o f  ha te  c r imes ,
the  ex is t ing  da ta  co l lec t ion  mechan isms w i l l  con t inue  to  p ro found ly  undercount  the
preva lence  o f  ha te  c r imes .

The Southern  Pover ty
Law Center  no ted  a
record  1020 ha te  g roups
in  the  U.S.  in  2018,  the
vas t  ma jo r i t y  o f  wh ich
espouse wh i te  na t iona l i s t
v iews.  Of  the  ha te  c r imes
repor ted  in  2017,  more
than ha l f  (50 .7  percen t )
o f  the  perpe t ra to rs  were
wh i te ,   a l though there  i s
no  way  to  de f in i t i ve ly
count  how many were
mot iva ted  by  wh i te  supremacy  o r  wh i te  na t iona l i s t  ideas .
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Hate  Magni f ied ,  a  repor t  f rom the  Leadersh ip
Conference  on  C iv i l  and  Human R igh ts  ana lyzed  4 ,000
power fu l  s to r ies  o f  ha te  c r imes  and found tha t  84  percen t
o f  Amer icans  perce ive  tha t  ha te  c r ime is  on  the  r i se .    
The  repor t  ends  w i th  a  se t  o f  recommendat ions  tha t
cou ld  s ign i f i can t l y  b lun t  the  impac t  o f  wh i te  na t iona l i sm,
inc lud ing  mandatory  repor t ing  o f  ha te  c r imes ,  inc reased
fund ing  fo r  da ta  co l lec t ion ,  pub l i c  educat ion ,  and  the
condemnat ion  o f  ha te  speech and ac ts  by  po l i t i ca l  and
pub l i c  f igures .

The Ant i -Defamat ion  League found tha t  in  2018,  o f  the  50  ex t remis t - re la ted  murders
commi t ted  in  2018,  the  vas t  ma jo r i t y  were  by  fa r - r igh t  ex t remis ts  w i th  78  percen t
perpe t ra ted  by  wh i te  supremac is ts .   The  ADL a lso  hos ts  a  da tabase mapp ing  inc iden ts
o f  ha te  c r imes  commi t ted  s ince  2016.  An  ana lys is  o f  the  da tabase found a  s ign i f i can t
inc rease  in  ha te  c r imes  in  count ies  tha t  hos ted  ra l l i es  fo r  Pres iden t  T rump in  2016.   A
separa te  ana lys is  o f  the  FBI  HCS da ta  d rew s im i la r  conc lus ions .   Th is  da ta  sugges ts  a
s t rong  cor re la t ion  be tween ha te fu l  po l i t i ca l  rhe to r i c  and  a  sp ike  in  ha te  c r imes .
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