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Roadside Assistance  Kathy McNeal   4:55 Minutes 

The story of a girl who gets into a car accident and is rescued by the unlikeliest of heroes.  Kathy McNeal 

is graduate of San Jose State with a BFA in Animation and Illustration. Her film is based in part on her 

own experience and part on her wish for “a little more magic in the world.” 

 

Mail.Man    William Aydelott             15:00 Minutes 

A local mailman learns how the value of his work affects his community.  William Aydelott, the co-writer 

and director of this film, is a Boston-based filmmaker and a former resident of Marblehead. This won the 

Adult Honorable Mention award. 

 

Jump  Emme Capra   5:00 Minutes 

The energy, enthusiasm, and sheer ability of the subject of this documentary infects the film itself. Emme 

Capra is a student at Barnstable High School. This won the Student Best of Show award. 

 

Art of the March Emily Gordon, Ellie Lacourt,  Connor Lewis   6:05 Minutes 

Three local filmmakers created a short documentary of a project that commemorates the outburst of 

creative work that accompanied the Boston Women’s March on January 21, 2017. The filmmakers, 

affiliated with Northeastern University, won the Mass Reality Check’s Best Short Award earlier this year 

at the Salem Film Fest. This won the Adult Outstanding Work award. 

 

Status Harrison Davis  7:19 Minutes 

Overly entitled teens journey into an unfamiliar neighborhood in search of the Mother of all acne creams. 

Harrison Davis made this Twitterama in connection with Raw Arts Real to Reel Film School in Lynn MA. 

This won the Student Outstanding Work award. 

 

Girls Level Up  Anne Edgar   8:37 Minutes 

The subject of this documentary is Leila Shabir, who grew up in the United Arab Emirates and came to 

the US to study video gaming and who formed Girls Make Games, a summer camp devoted to teaching 

girls how to make video games. We see Ms. Shabir, a knowledgeable and sympathetic presence, working 

with her charges.  Anne Edgar is a Co-Founder of Artifact Studios, a producer of documentary projects. 

 

Meet Emily Joe Malewicz   5:00 Minutes 

An 18 year old teen and her family recount the story of a life threatening accident and her recovery. Joe 

Malewicz is a student at Millis High School. 

 

Fanny Pack  Uttera Singh   10:07 Minutes 

The eponymous bag provokes an unanticipated crisis in this comedy about the conflicting dreams of an 

Indian-American father and his equally stubborn daughter. Uttera Singh is an MFA graduate of the USC 

School of Cinematic Arts. Fanny Pack was intended as a concept for a half hour TV show.  This won the 

Adult Best of Show award. 

 

Novalis  Chris Powell   2:35 Minutes 

Novalis is a short animation which is named after a 19th century German writer/philosopher whose 

quotation “Philosophy is properly homesickness; the wish to be everywhere at home,” forms the epigraph 



to the story of a young man searching for a home. Chris Powell is a freelance CG artist/character 

designer/filmmaker living in the Houston area. 

 

Collect Amire Razael Kumalabad   4:00 Minutes 

The filmmaker, a student at Cambridge Rindge High School, describes her unusual hobby and explains 

how it affects her view of the world. 

 

To Be Fiona Fiona Lu  5:22 Minutes 

In this animated film, the adult Fiona is visited by her eight year old self who has somehow transported 

herself to help in dealing with her personal issues. Fiona Lu is a first time filmmaker who in 2017 won an 

Outstanding Achievement in Animation Production Design in the Dusty Film Festival in New York City. 

 

Joy Joy Nails  Joey Ally  18:00 Minutes 

This fictional film follows the experiences of a group of Asian manicurists living in Flushing, Queens and 

working in a suburban nail salon. Writing in the New Yorker, Jonathan Rothman called the film “an 

eighteen-minute day-in-the-life, by turns enraging, funny, and moving.” Joey Ally was a child actor who 

went to Amherst intending to become a lawyer, but turned to filmmaking instead.  NOTE: The film is 

intended to be a raw, realistic portrayal of a segment of immigrant urban life. Some may be 

uncomfortable with the language of a few of the characters and the portrayal of certain situations. 

 

Weeds Kevin Hudson   2:30 Minutes 

Our concluding film is an animation dedicated to anyone who dares to wish for a better life. Kevin 

Hudson, an American visual effects artist and director, works on the team at Walt Disney Animation 

Studios. Weeds was created by a group of Disney animators on their own time. 

Judges 

Erin Trahan regularly reports on film for WBUR’s the ARTery and has also contributed to The Boston 
Globe, MovieMaker Magazine, The Independent, New Hampshire Public Radio, AGNI, Women’s Review 
of Books and elsewhere. She frequently serves on film festival juries and panels and has taught film-
related courses for Montserrat College of Art and currently at Emerson College. She has a particular 
fondness for facilitating post-film dialogue and has created adult education courses that travel to film 
festivals, including to Montreal. She has co-authored several Frommer’s Guides to Montreal and Quebec 
City, and most recently, Frommer’s Boston. 

Martha Janus grew up in Owensboro, Kentucky, and received her B.A. in Theatre Arts at Birmingham-
Southern College in Birmingham, AL.  She studied film production in graduate school at Columbia College 
in Chicago. She worked as assistant stage manager, lighting board operator and other positions on 
numerous plays at the Body Politic Theatre in Chicago.  After moving to Boston, Martha received a 
Screenwriting Certificate from Emerson College and won the program’s screenwriting award. She 
interned in the story departments of TriStar Pictures and Arnold Kopelson Productions in New York.  She 
was chosen to participate in Viable Paradise, a week-long science fiction and fantasy writers’ workshop 
on Martha’s Vineyard. 

 


