
COVID-19 and the Future of Missions

by David P. Jacob


These are trying days and many people around the world are suffering greatly. People 
are afraid and are wondering what will happen in the future. Several Christian leaders 
are wondering how this pandemic will impact missions, with some saying it will have 
negative effects for years to come (see the Christianity Today article, Canceled Mission 
Trips Expected to Have Long-Term Fallout). I believe otherwise. Though these are 
difficult days and I mourn with those who suffer, I can’t help but ask: What if God is 
using this time to prepare many for a greater involvement in missions?


Here are seven reasons why I believe COVID-19 will result in more missionaries and am 
praying to that end:

 

1. People are Praying More

The more people seek God, the more they know His heart for all peoples. Personal 
prayer is one of the main influences for greater missions involvement (see this study by 
Assemblies of God World Missions).


2. Believers are Realigning their Life’s Priorities

Right now, Christians are asking themselves questions such as, “What’s important in 
life? Why do I do what I do? How should I live?” These questions lead to an increased 
awareness of God’s main mission: that peoples everywhere would know and worship 
Him.


3. There is More Attention on World Events

Multiple times every day, we hear news reports from China, Iran, Italy, etc. These news 
stories get our attention off ourselves and open us up to the needs of the world. One 
friend infected with COVID-19 noted, “You can’t wallow in self-pity when you realize 
the challenges so many are facing.” This attention on others around the world gives 
God the opportunity to speak to us about our missions involvement.


4. The Church is Forced Outside 

For the first time in recent history, the church is not allowed to gather as usual. This is 
forcing us Christians to be the church outside the four walls of the sanctuary. 
Reconsidering what it means to be the church opens us up to missions opportunities 
previously not seen. 


5. Believers are Open to Learning New Things 

During these trying times, we Christians are having to think outside the box when it 
comes to life and ministry. We are open to new ideas and new ways of outreach. This 
helps us be more receptive to missions learning opportunities such as online studies, 
missions videos, and missions articles.

	 

6. Many are Lamenting their Cancelled Mission Trip 


https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/march/canceled-mission-trips-covid-19-cru-missio-nexus-travel.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/march/canceled-mission-trips-covid-19-cru-missio-nexus-travel.html
https://team.agwm.org/repository/pdf/resource//Missionary-Call-Survey-1985-2015-Comparison.pdf


It’s widely known that short-term mission trips lead some to long-term missions 
careers. With many short-term trips being cancelled this summer, one could conclude 
that this will have a negative effect on missions awareness and sending. However, 
many who are saddened by their trips being cancelled will turn their lament into 
determination to go in the future which will increase missions participation and 
awareness.


7. Many are Tired of Staying at Home 

Perhaps not as impactful as the previous six reasons, many believers stuck at home 
will place a greater value on travel and take advantage of numerous travel 
opportunities in the future. Exposing themselves to the needs of others around the 
world will likely increase their participation in missions.


Jesus is the Lord of the harvest. He is in charge of His mission. Though things may 
seem disheartening at the moment, let’s believe that God will redeem the situation for 
His glory. In fact, we are already hearing reports of increased missionary activity (see 
the Within Reach Global Newsletter). God is the Master at taking what the enemy 
meant for evil and using it for His good. Would you agree with me in prayer that this 
pandemic will result in the largest thrust of missions activity the world has ever seen? 
May it be so, Lord Jesus!


_____________________
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Find more mobilization resources at:  https://www.missionarymobilization.org/.

https://mailchi.mp/withinreachglobal/march-2020?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.missionarymobilization.org/

