
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Google Maps shows 3 km 

in straight lines, the actual 

walking distance will be 

ca. 4.5 km. This walk 

covers easy terrain with 

stubble fields and grassy 

verges. Only one very 

short climb, one gate and 

one step-over fence.  

On the way back, part of 

the path along the river is 

through balsam and some 

bramble and nettle. Proper 

boots, sturdy jeans and a 

long-sleeved shirt/jacket 

are advised.  

No traffic nearby. Dogs 

are allowed off the lead. 

Walk from Riverdale Lodges along HOLME FARM and PICCADILLY WOOD, to  

OLD SLENINGFORD FARM, return via RIPON ROWEL WALK- 4.5 km /1 hour 

________________________________________________________________________ 

If you want to explore the unlimited walking options all around Riverdale Lodges, then this 

is a good start right from your doorstep. The walk as marked on the map in white will take 

around one hour, with several options for a doggy swim. Optional shortcuts or extensions as 

indicated on the map. Please note: this is NOT a marked or fixed route that you need to stick 

to, you can walk everywhere you like, but this guide will help you find your way for a start. 

 

You start this walk leaving the park through the 

large field gate behind Lapwing Lodge. Please 

check for sheep in this field and if there are, keep 

the dogs at heel or on the lead until the next gate. 

Look for the little ‘swing gate’ at the righthand 

corner in the back of the field, next to the river. If 

your dog likes a swim: there is good access to the 

river just before you get to the fence. 

 



 

                                                                                            

     

  

 

                                                              

 

 

2. Almost immediately after passing the 

swing gate you will see the foot path 

forking. Take the path to the left, going 

steep uphill. When you reach the open 

field, turn right and follow the verge of 

the field, also around the back corner. 

  

3. Look to your right where there are a 

few large trees and you will spot the 

official ‘public footpath sign, next to a 

‘hunt jump’, with the usual foot path 

steps to get over the fence. 

 

On the other side of the gate there is a 

narrow path to the right, what is a steep 

and overgrown shortcut to the river, but 

go to the left, where you see the path 

opening up to a large stubble field (4.) 

The route with the white dots follows 

the righthand side of the open field 

along Piccadilly Wood. The next 

shortcut (marked in yellow) starts as a 

small track and then widens.  

The extended walk marked in orange 

follows the lefthand edge of the open 

stubble field to go all around it. 

 

A note for the route marked 

in orange: the other side of 

this field is close to a road. 

This little road only leads to 

the tiny hamlet of Mickley 

but nevertheless there can 

be a car every now and 

then! 

If you like to go a longer 

distance, you can cross the 

road and extend this walk to 

the other side as well. It is 

the same kind of open 

terrain without fences or 

hurdles and you can easily 

add a few fields more or 

less! 



                                                           

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                   

                                                                   

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

If you follow the white track: turn right at the end of the strip 

of woodland, at the deepest point, point 6 on the map, just 

before / in front of the grounds of Old Sleningford, pictured 

here to the right. 

Then turn immediately right again, to follow this grassy track 

between a bit of rough and the strip of woodland (7.) or take a 

wider swing around this stubble field (marked in orange).  

When you take the orange 

route, this view over the 

valley and towards the 

South Bank of the river 

(Tanfield Estate) will be 

your reward. 

The picture was taken 

from the higher point (5.) 

near the road. 

Follow the track down at 

the other side of the field 

to get back to the route 

that is marked in white. 

Old Sleningford is the 

name of the house at the 

other side of the track.  

 

 

Picture left: this is what you  

see from point 7 if you look 

forward and the picture above is 

what you see if you’d look  

back now. And if you see the farm 

buildings in the far corner of the 

field, you know you are still on the 

track as listed in this description. 

 

 



                                                                                  
                                                                   

  

                                                                   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can take the detour all 

around this huge stubble field, 

marked in orange, passing the 

farm buildings in the far corner of 

the field (Old Sleningford Farm).  

If you stayed on the white route: 

at the other side of the field, look 

for the opening where a wide 

path goes down into the next field 

(point 8 on the map and pictured 

below), closer to the river. In the 

far corner of this field your dog 

will find access to the river for 

maybe another swim? 

 

 

 

On the other side of the field, 

close to the river, look for a spot 

where a path leaves the field (9.) 

and follows the river. It’s a wide 

opening. If you crossed the field 

straight over to shorten your 

route, you can cut through a bit 

of rough near the single tree in 

the middle. 

You are now back on the 

famous Ripon Rowel Walk, at a 

section that is partly overgrown 

with shoulder high balsam, but 

also some bramble and nettles 

(point 10 to 11 on the map). 

 

Halfway the overgrown part there is another option to let the dogs have a swim, but the access is 

muddier than the spot near the park, where stones with a grass bank provide a very ‘clean’ swim. 

After a hundred yards of braving the bush (picture above) the track opens up. It’s now a short walk 

along the river path until you see the bend of the river (11.). You now can almost see Kingfisher and 

Oystercatcher through the trees, just before you get back to the swinging gate where the walk started.  



 

 
BE CAREFUL: when we described and pictured this walk, there was no live stock in the 

fields you pass. Only the sheep at Holme Farm, shortly after the start of this walk, well 

behind a proper permanent fence and/or stone walls. 

However, it’s common to graze sheep in the area with temporary movable fences, just an 

electric wire, that can easily be jumped or bashed by your dog. Make sure you keep your 

eye on your dog and that the dog is under control. Keep him a bit closer when you cannot 

be sure what’s around the corner! Some of the fields that were just stubble when we 

pictured them, might have sheep grazing at another time of the year. Don’t spoil the 

freedom we have to walk here. Don’t put the lives of your dog, the sheep and their 

(unborn) young at risk! 

 


