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Telling Southwest Virginia’s Story for 40 Years: 1978-2018

It’s been a wild winter here at
the museum, but we’re
gathering momentum for a
fantas c spring season!
Don’t miss any of our
UPCOMING EVENTS:
An Evening of
Storytelling & Poetry
Friday, April 13 at 7 pm
Civil War Educa on Day
Friday, April 20
Pioneer Life
Hands‐on Experience Tours
Friday, May 4 & 11
Life on the Fron er
Educa on Day
Friday, May 25
Volunteer Apprecia on
Luncheon
Wednesday, June 6 at 12:30 pm
**New Date**
Newsletter of Historic Crab Orchard Museum & Pioneer Park
Tazewell, Virginia

H AVE YOU VISITED OUR NEWLY UPGRADED WEBSITE ?

We are thrilled to announce our much improved digital presence!
Our new website showcases all of our offerings, including educational programs and exhibitions,
and provides easy to find visitation information. Visitors to the website can now become museum members
or renew an existing membership, find out about upcoming events & exhibitions, make a donation,
plan a group tour, reserve the Cottage at Crab Orchard, learn about the museum’s history and mission,
request a facility rental for weddings and other events, and more.
Go to www.craborchardmuseum.com to check it out!
Many thanks to Zoë Frank of Mountain Media for developing our new page,
and helping us step into a new world of digital possibilities!

Museum Audio Tour
NOW AVAILABLE!
Don’t forget to download our brand new
FREE audio tour before your next trip
through the museum gallery! The app is
available in both the iTunes and Google Play
stores for immediate download. Just search
Crab Orchard Museum and look for our logo.

The staff of Crab Orchard Museum
want to say

“THANK YOU!”

to our incredible and dedicated group
of volunteers without whom we wouldn’t
be able to offer so many wonderful
programs. And what better way to say
thanks than with a delicious lunch?

We hope all of our volunteers will be
able to join us on Wednesday, June 6th
at 12:30 pm for the Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon.
We are so grateful for all you do for us!
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A Note from the Director, Charlotte G. Whitted
We are moving full steam ahead to maintain the high quality and quan ty of
programs we oﬀer. Our gallery remains open, and we are scheduling plenty of
students for our spring tour season.
Several members and supporters have donated to help keep us on track in the
wake of the Museum Center Flood. Repair work is underway, but priori zed into
two phases. Our most immediate need is to put the private oﬃce spaces back
together. To that end, sheetrock repair in our oﬃces is almost completed, replacement carpet is ordered,
and pain ng and le replacement will commence next week. We are hopeful that we will move back into
our oﬃces in a couple of weeks.
Once we have vacated the gallery, our curator Elisabeth can start installing the “Flavors of the Past” exhibit
of Appalachian foodways and tradi ons. At the same me we can turn our a en on to the public spaces for
repair and upgrade: the conference room, lobby, gi shop, and gallery entry area. Our Collec ons & Exhibits
Commi ee has developed some terrific ideas for opening up the public spaces to accommodate larger
groups for recep ons and upgrading the use of space, sales item presenta on, inventory storage, and
ligh ng in the gi shop. We are confident that the museum center will come back stronger, more welcoming,
and more func onal than it was before the flood.
This was our message to those assembled at the Annual Membership Mee ng, where we acknowledged the
incorpora on of the organiza on 40 years ago in 1978, and recognized the service of two board members
comple ng their second term on the board: Cindi Lowe and Cindy Nicholson. Cindi Lowe has par cipated
enthusias cally in the Crab Orchard Cuisine Commi ee and Collec ons & Exhibits Commi ee over the years.
Cindy Nicholson has served on several commi ees, but most recently as Chairman of the Finance Commi ee
and as Treasurer of the Board. We appreciate all the guidance and volunteer hours they have contributed
and hope they will stay involved.
The members approved a slate of three nominees to the board: Ron Mullennex for a second term, and
Nancy Brooks and David Mullins to first terms. We are excited to welcome them to the Board.
The Annual Mee ng also gave us an opportunity to honor our friend Lynda Stuart, who is moving to
Kentucky later this summer. Lynda served on the Board 1995‐2000, but came back to fill a vacated seat and
serve two more full terms 2007‐2016, par cipa ng in Crab Orchard Cuisine Commi ee, Membership
Commi ee, and serving as Chairman of the Nomina ng Commi ee. One program Lynda supports
consistently is our Pioneer Appren ce Camp. To honor her, we have established the Lynda Stuart
Scholarship Fund, to enable a deserving student to a end the one‐week day camp each year in her name.
Lynda’s friends and colleagues are invited to send dona ons to Crab Orchard Museum specifically for the
Lynda Stuart Scholarship Fund, so that the scholarship may con nue annually. Or donors may donate
through our website, www.craborchardmuseum.com under “Get Involved” and “Make a Dona on.” We
appreciate Lynda’s energy, crea vity, drive, determina on, and passion for the museum. Much of our
success may be a ributed to her eﬀorts, and we cannot say “thank you” enough.
As the weather warms up we hope to have you visit and see the progress being made, thanks to generous
and commi ed museum supporters like you!
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Civil War Education Day
Friday, April 20th
Students and visitors will interact
with costumed interpreters and
demonstrators while learning what
life was like both on the home front
and on the battlefield during the
American Civil War.

Annual Mountain Man
Rendezvous
& Life on the Frontier
Education Day
Friday, May 25 - Saturday, May 26
On Friday, groups are invited to engage
with costumed interpreters who will share
the stories and skills of the men and women
who lived on the frontier.
Saturday’s encampment is open to the public
and will feature games and interactive
demonstrations. Don’t miss this chance to
participate in the pioneer experience!
To register for Education Day, contact Joan Yates at
276-988-6755 or jyates@craborchardmuseum.com

To register, or for more information,
contact Joan Yates at 276-988-6755 or
jyates@craborchardmuseum.com
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Telling Southwest Virginia’s Story for 40 Years: 1978 - 2018
From the Museum Archives - 1988
Construction of the Horse Drawn Equipment Building was
wrapping up and the building was officially opened
to the public during the July 4th Heritage Festival.

The 16.5 acres across highway 19/460 - now home to
Fisher & Company restaurant, Crab Orchard Corn Maze and
Pisgah Pumpkin Patch - was donated to the museum.

225 people attended our very first “Old Fashioned Christmas” that was
held on December 10th. The event featured storytelling, Christmas
carols, tree-trimming, and refreshments.

A n E v e n i n g o f S t o ry t e l l i n g & P o e t ry
Friday, April 13, 2018

at

7 pm

Join us in the Red Barn for wonderful tales told by
renowned storyteller, Sheila Arnold Jones, and
a reading of poems written by local poet, George Dickerson.
Sheila Arnold Jones is proof that “History’s Alive” with her vast repertoire of
stories, programs, workshops and historic presentations. “Bringing History to
Life for Students of All Ages” had its beginning when Arnold was eight years
old and she embraced her love of acting and storytelling. From a young age,
she has been writing poems, plays, fiction and songs.
She has been described as “AWESOME! Ms. Arnold gave me a fresh, exciting
way to tell stories and a new way just to express myself through words.” Those
who have experienced her stories are energized and take away a new
understanding of many issues that her stories bring to life.
George Dickerson was a Tazewell County native whose poetry reflected his life
and experiences. His generous spirit and clear-eyed view of the world,
and what it could be, are expressed in his beautifully crafted words.
5

Flavors of the Past
An Exhibition Exploring
Appalachian & Southern
Foodways
Few things tie us to the past like the food we eat,
though we rarely stop to consider the connections
that our favorite recipes create with history. The
food on our tables often reflects more than just the
flavors we enjoy. Availability and accessibility, as
well as cultural, economic, and political factors,
affect what we eat, how food is prepared, and even
who joins us around the dining table. This
exhibition seeks to explore the place of food in our
lives, and its ability to tell old stories in new ways.
Flavors of the Past is *still* coming soon in the
Lucie Greever Gallery.

19th Century Portrait and
Gilded Frame to be Conserved
Nancy Morton Strother Witten is going to
New York City! The portrait of this pioneer and
wife of Thomas Witten, II, which dates from the
mid-1800s, and its gilded plaster frame will be
conserved by Eli Wilner & Co. restoration
specialists, thanks to a grant opportunity
offered by that firm.
The portrait of Nancy
Morton Strother Witten
was donated in 1998 by
the estate of Emily
Bottimore Frampton,
a direct descendant, and
is one of several 19th
century Witten family
portraits in the museum
collection.

NEW ADDITIONS IN THE DECORATIVE ARTS GALLERY

This lovely mahogany sofa table is believed to be
a rare American-made example of the Regency
style. Most such tables were English. The drop
leaf table rests on a turned pedestal and features
two drawers on the front and two matching faux
drawer on the back.
c. 1815

Originally owned by Peter & Sarah Foster Brown
of Greenville, Tennessee, this simply designed,
but finely crafted cherry dining table was made in
Greene County, Tennessee.
With all four
additional leaves, the table provides comfortable
seating for ten adults.
c. 1820

Thank you to Rick Fisher for sharing these beautiful and newly conserved furnishings with the museum.
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Though it seems a long way oﬀ now, summer will be here before we
know it! So be sure to mark your calendars for all our July events,
and sign up now for Pioneer Appren ce Camp.
More informa on coming soon!

Independence Day
Celebra on
July 4

Egg Toss Competition

16th Annual
Fiddlers’ Conven on
July 13 ‐ 15

Jamming on the Dog Trot

Pioneer Appren ce
Camp
July 23 ‐ 27

Dancing the Virginia Reel
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Virginia Association of Museums
Greater Bluefield Chamber of Commerce
Richlands Chamber of Commerce
Tazewell Area Chamber of Commerce
‘Round the Mountain:
Southwest Virginia’s Artisan Network

MEMBER

(276) 988-6755
info@craborchardmuseum.com
www.craborchardmuseum.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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The Pisgah Pathfinder
Board of
Directors
Bob Buchanan, Chairman
Russ Hatfield, Vice Chairman
Cindy Nicholson, Treasurer
Bonnie White, Secretary
Martha Hurst, Immediate Past Chairman
Donna Bell
Amy Brittain Sampson
Rod Cury
Mike Hymes
Sam Johnson
Mary Lawson
Dave Leonard
Cindi Lowe
Ron Mullennex
Chris Wearmouth
Joe Bowen, Counsel to the Board

Historic Crab Orchard Museum

Museum
Staff

Lifetime Members

Charlotte G. Whitted

Grace Barnes*

Mike & Donna Bell

I. Joan Yates

Nancy Brooks

Frances Carlson*

Rick Fisher

Executive Director
Director of Education

Cindy Ringstaff
Gordon & Copey Hanes* Visitor Services Coordinator

Trula Jones*

Mary Lawson

Thad & Eleanor Lewis

Anita McGraw

Bob McGraw*

Joe & Cindy Nicholson

Lynda Stuart

William A. Royall, Jr.

Herman Watts*
*Deceased

Elisabeth Hemsworth
Ratcliffe Curator of Collections

Cynthia Farmer
Membership & Administration Coordinator
Part Time Staff
Samantha Burton, Brittany Davis,
Jane Gann, Hannah Hale, Ron Ireson,
Brianna Matney, Jenny Woodward

Mission Statement
The Historic Crab Orchard Museum is an educational institution whose mission is to identify, collect, preserve,
interpret, and promote the diverse Appalachian cultural heritage of Southwest Virginia and the surrounding region.
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