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JILL TERRERI
STAFF WRITER
Riga's status as a west
side garbage destination
1S paying ol
A new agreement re-
garding a landfill there
will increase payments to
the town and allow
Monroe County to pursue
expansion of the facility.
Monroe County legis
tors will likely vote to ap
prove the agreemen
which restricts Riga fron
blocking ion of the
Mill Seat Landfill if thg
county chooses to do sc
on Tuesday.
On the likelihood of af
expansion, Mike Garland
county director of env1
ronmental

county thinks the landf
is of value to the county,
and that any expansion is
dependent on environ-
mental approvals,

Expansion would take
about five years.

Opened in 1993, the 98-
acre landfill accepts about
597,000 tons of waste ev-
ery year, including
120,000 tons from Roches-
ter, and is estimated to
reach capacity in 2018, If
the landfill expands, it

® Agreement in place for 5-year
expansion to Riga's garbage lot.

would be contiguous with
the existing landfill,

would be the same height,
and would not have a
footprint larger than the
current landfill's size plus
20 percent

The msh would not be

The landfll, operated
by Waste Management
since 2002, accepts waste
from across New York
pt for New York
_City, though
“county waste accounts for
just 10 percent of the total
collected waste. The land-
fill also accepts a portion

of the 100,000 tons of

sludge produced every
year from the county’s

d two wastewater treatment

plants, the rest goes to
High Acres landfill in Per-

sohd waste break down
and produce methane,
which the county sells to
energy suppliers, Garland
said.

Lawmakers last week
approved the new agree-
ment during two commit-
tee meetings, with one
dissenter, Legislator Paul
Haney.

objected to the increased
payments for the town,
and noted that the solid
waste operation has lost
money in the past.

The county’s Solid
Waste Fund, which exclu-
sively receives revenue
and pays expenses related

to solid waste, without |

impact to the general
fund, has a $1.6 million
deficit in its unrestricted

luding funds that are re-
tricted for a specific pur
{ se,hadabahnceofﬁ?

2010,

In response to Haney’s
oncern, Garland said the
own's cooperation is nec-
essary for expansion,
Legislator Robert Col-
by, R-Ogden, said as a rep-
resentative of residents
around the landfill, the
agreement is a “win-win",

The new agreement
was approved unani-
mously by the town board
on Jan. 3, and by a citizen’s
advisory group in Novem-
ber.

Fees generated at the
landfill have eliminated
the need for a property
tax in the 5,500-person
town and will allow the
town to extend water
from the Monroe County
Water Authority to its res-

funds. The total fund, in-

million as of the end of

Landfill addition awaits approval

Haney, D-Rochester, |

KEWN M SWN gnoh:s ldlw

idents, some of which
have used well water.

Riga and Churchville
residents also have their
garbage picked up for
free, and the new agree-
ment calls for the county
to also pay for recycling
pick-ups,  generating
$160,000 in yearly savings
for the town.

The total increased cost
to the county for Riga's
benefits is $200,000, less
than $18,000 of which will
not be reimbursed by
Waste Management, Gar-
land said.

The new agreement
also stipulates:

B The town will re-
ceive $3.65 per ton of gar-
bage dumped at the land-
fill, or a percentage of
what Waste Management

es other haulers,
whic ever is greater. The
town's maximum benefit
under the current agree-
ment is $3.61 per ton.

B The town will re-
ceive 3 cents per ton from
energy generated at the
landfill, which will cost
the county less than
$18,000, the only benefit
to the town that the
county will pay without
reimbursement  from
Waste Management.

B A provision that
compensates property
owners who cannot sell
their home at market rate
because of the1 landﬁl‘l_ will
be kept in place. If the
landﬁlyis expanded, prop-
erty owners who moved |
in since the original land-
fill was built would also be
compensated if they sell
their home and the ex- |
panded landfill affects \
their selling price.

Since the landﬁll
opened, 17 property
sellers have been compen-
sated with a total of
$207,150, and 95 sellers
have not required the pro- |
tection, Garland said. ‘

B If the landfill ex-
pands, the county wnll‘
share an additional 10 per-
cent of its net revenue
from sales of methane gas
generated at the landfill, »
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