INTERNATIONAL SUMMER MUSIC INSTITUTES- 2018 US EAST COAST DISCOVERY TOUR
FORMER ROYAL HARPIST CLAIRE JONES, CHRIS MARSHALL &
THE CLAIRE JONES INTERNATIONAL HARP SCHOOL IN COLLABORATION WITH THE
AMERICAN YOUTH HARP ENSEMBLE-VIRGINIA CHORISTERS-CHAMBER MUSIC INSTITUTE

MANDATORY REHEARSAL PERIOD: JULY 23 – AUGUST 3, 2018
TOUR DATES: AUGUST 4-13, 2018

Dear Musicians, Families, and Friends of the International Summer Music Institutes,
Congratulations! Your interest in our 2018 United States East Coast Tour is the first step in a
remarkable journey! Upon a successful audition, you will have the opportunity to grow as a
musician, artist and individual. Participation will afford you an opportunity to develop the habits
of musical greatness through disciplined practice, refined technique, heightened ensemble skills
and honed artistry. Your participation in this tour will build a tremendous appreciation for and
joy in musical performance as well as a remarkable resume for your future. Over the years,
students who have taken part in these performance tours have found them to be among the
most memorable and pivotal events of their education.
Families and friends of performers are invited to join the tour which includes many of the finest
performance venues on the U. S. East Coast, important historical and culturally rich cities
including Richmond, VA, Washington, D.C., Gettysburg, PA, New York City, Boston, MA, and
Portland, ME. In addition to exploring vibrant cities, travelers will have the opportunity to visit
places of outstanding natural beauty on the coast and charming small towns such as Camden
and Rockland, ME, Salem and Rockport, MA, Portsmouth, NH and Frederick, MD. This tour offers
to all ages the excitement of travel to world-class cities, coastal beauty and small town
hospitality, all encompassed in the joy and community of our own Welsh-US cultural exchange
and incredible musical performances! The full experience, which includes the two week-long
intensive rehearsal period prior to the tour, creates an environment in which young musicians
flourish artistically, bond through music and travel, and life-long friendships blossom!
If you are interested in participating, you will need to submit an application and audition
recording by the deadline of March 1, 2018, to start the process. Upon receipt of your
application, you will be notified of your acceptance by March 15th, if not sooner (please do not
contact us for results prior to March 15th). After the deadline, if there are still spaces available,
additional participants may be added. Please inquire regarding space availability via
harps.foundation@yahoo.com with the subject line of “2018 Tour Inquiry”. This tour promises to
be an amazing musical adventure and the perfect opportunity to take your musical and cultural
understanding to a whole new level!

Kind regards,

Lynnelle Ediger, Artistic Director
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY SUBJECT TO CHANGE
SUNDAY, JULY 23RD

BOARDING STUDENTS ARRIVE IN RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

On Sunday, July 23rd, SMI boarding students
arrive and get settled with host families. The
following Sunday, July 29th, our international
guests arrive over the course of the day, at 6:30
PM we welcome all Summer Music Institutes Tour
participants and host families at the Academy of
Music, 4101 Grove Avenue, Richmond, VA 23221 for
an orientation and Welcome Dinner. Boarding
students should bring everything needed for
their time in Richmond and for the US East Coast
tour (a packing guide will be provided). Enjoy an
evening of leisure and time to get acquainted
with faculty and each other.
MON., JULY 23- FRI., AUGUST 3 SUMMER MUSIC INSTITUTES & PERFORM, RICHMOND, VA

Overall
Institute
Schedule:
Monday
through
Thursday, 9:00 AM- 5:00 PM and Friday, 9:00 AM- 8:00
PM depending on the specific Institute track (harp,
choir or chamber music). Engage with Claire Jones,
former Royal Harpist, and Chris Marshall, composer
and percussionist, and the esteemed Faculty of The
Summer Music Institutes (SMI). The daily schedule of
classes, rehearsals, lessons, coachings, workshops,
individual practice and seminars begins, and
students perform in three concerts, on Friday, July 27th, Sunday, July 29th
and for a grand finale concert debut of “The US East Coast Tour” on
Friday evening, August 3rd for the Richmond community. After the
concert, pack and prepare for the tour!
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The city of Richmond, Capital of the State of Virginia and recently ranked
as the number one river city in the U.S, offers unique natural and historic
experiences including the world-class Virginia Museum of Fine Arts,
Brown’s Island and Riverfront Canal walk at the James River, Maymont
Park, the Edgar Allan Poe House Museum, the
Richmond Mural Project displaying international
artists’ expressions, the Butterfly Exhibit at the
Botanical Gardens and premier shopping centers
for our international and non-local guests.
Exploration activities will be recommended for our
visitors during the day and for students in the evenings.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4

EXPLORE & PERFORM IN WASHINGTON D.C.

Depart Richmond on a motorcoach bound for Washington, D.C., the
Capital of the U.S.. Explore the Mall of Washington D.C. with a private
“Hop-On/Hop-Off” tour of the Capital city, with a local guide from the
comfort of our own charter bus. This tour will view the US Capitol, the
Washington, Lincoln and Jefferson Monuments, the extensive Smithsonian
museum complex, the White House, the Martin Luther King, FDR and World
War II Memorials…and more.
Washington D.C. offers a lifetime of activities, and we
will utilize our time to the fullest to experience the
United States’ greatest monuments.
We culminate our D.C. visit with our performance at
the historic New York Avenue Presbyterian Church*.
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The church, recently renovated and now one of the premiere performance
venues in D. C., provides superb acoustics for our D.C. debut. Additionally,
this church provided spiritual respite for the Father of
Civil Liberty, President Abraham Lincoln, as he guided
the nation through its catastrophic civil war, and
perhaps its greatest moral, constitutional, and political
crisis as a fledgling nation. This church is home to one
of the two existing original drafts of the Emancipation
Proclamation. U.S. history is inextricably intertwined with
this church as Presidents and U.S. leaders regularly
attended during challenging times, seeking spiritual
guidance from church leadership as well as speaking
from the pulpit as a way of addressing issues of national concern. After
the concert, we load-out and head to our hotel in Frederick, Maryland, our
home-base for the next three nights.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 5

EXPLORE & PERFORM IN FREDERICK & EMMITSBURG, MARYLAND*

Welcome to Frederick, Maryland, home of lyricist of the US National
Anthem, Francis Scott Key! Upon arriving in Historic Downtown Frederick,
visit the charming downtown with its quaint streets, galleries, boutiques,
and restaurants which have garnered Frederick the reputation as a
“Foodies Paradise” in the state of Maryland. Enjoy a stroll on the Carroll
Creek Riverwalk, view the clustered spires of the city made famous through
the John Greenleaf Whittier poem, visit the Barbara Fritchie home or the
Civil War Medical Museum.
Founded in 1745 by German settlers, Frederick is a city rich in heritage, the
arts, science and innovation. Located between the Civil War battlegrounds
of Monocacy, Antietam and Gettysburg, Frederick was ransomed from
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burning during the war and became a hospital town for wounded soldiers.
By the turn of the century Frederick industry was booming; centered on
the canning, tanning and knitting industries and delivering products to
market via rail to Baltimore.
In the afternoon, we travel the rolling hills of
National Catoctin Mountain Park, Here, we
arrive at our second prestigious venue, the
National Shrine of Elizabeth Ann Seton
Basilica,
American
Catholic
Saint
in
Emmitsburg, Maryland.
This Basilica, completed in 1965, exudes the beauty and artistry of modern
devotion and is a perfect setting for our own performance! After our
performance, we will head back to our hotel in Frederick for a good night’s
rest.
MONDAY, AUGUST 6

EXPLORE - PERFORM IN GETTYSBURG*

Becoming acquainted with the immensity of the
American historical experience, we now venture
to Gettysburg National Military Park.
The
location of the turning point of the American
Civil War, this site was the Civil War’s most
intense battle and the inspiration for President
Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address”. We will visit the
state-of-the-art Gettysburg Visitors Center and
downtown Gettysburg.
After learning the contrast of the tragic history
with the beauty of the national park, we perform
on the nationally recognized concert-series Music, Gettysburg!*, listed
within the “50 Fabulous Finds” in the densely cultured Eastern United
States. The series takes place in the Church of the Abiding Presence, the
Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary Chapel, known far and wide for its
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extraordinary acoustics. At the conclusion of the concert, we head back
to our hotel in Frederick for our final night in the Mid-Atlantic region.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 7- THURSDAY, AUGUST 9

EXPLORE & PERFORM IN NEW YORK CITY*

New York- here we come! We now view and engage the iconic skyline, the
city of a million stoops, the home of the Yankees and the Avenue of the
Americas, NEW YORK CITY.
The truest realization of the American
melting pot, we feast on cultural
opportunities:
explore genealogy at
The Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island,
realize the modern impact of Ground
Zero, laugh through a Broadway show,
view the USA’s most dense city from the
Top of the Rock Observation Deck… in
the company of our Summer Music
Institute family. When not performing, enjoy time to explore NYC on
Tuesday and Wednesday!
On Tuesday evening we will perform in
the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, a
grand host to the episcopal parish in
midtown Manhattan since 1870. Just
blocks from Times Square and Central
Park, the prime location of our venue
offers a grand experience between
setting up, rehearsal and performing.
Don’t forget to bring your camera, charge your cell phone for selfies and
prepare to be enamored by this bustling central area!
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After the concert, we head to our hotel in New Jersey which will be our
home for the next two nights. While residing in the calm setting, we can
recuperate and relax with our friends.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 9

 EXPLORE AND PERFORM IN BOSTON*, MA

Next we head to Boston, Massachusetts for our
performance at the impressive Church of the
Covenant* on Newberry Street, the heart of the
trendiest neighborhoods in Boston, known for its
shopping and restaurants. The Church of the
Covenant, a National Historic
Landmark, boasts one of the
largest collections of Tiffany
stained glass in the U.S., 42
stunning windows in all. The
distinctive
interior
is simply
breathtaking with the beauty of
the glass and metal design, tile
details and stencil-work and is
known as one of the premier performance venues in
Boston. After the performance, we head to our nearby
hotel for a good night’s rest as we’ll be up early to
explore on Friday!
FRIDAY, AUGUST 10

EXPLORE & SEE BOSTON & THE NEW ENGLAND COAST*

After an early breakfast, we head into downtown
Boston for free-time to explore. You may choose to
visit the Harvard, New England Conservatory or
Berklee School of Music campuses, the world-class
Boston Museums, fantastic shopping districts or
walk the Freedom Trail and see the famous sites
such as North Church, Faneuil Hall, Quincy Market,
the Boston Harbor, and more, which tell the story of
American rebellion and revolution during the early
years of the country's founding. After lunch,
foregoing our motorcoach, we climb aboard the
iconic amphibious landing vehicle to see Boston by
Duck! Enjoying the fun of the Boston Duck Tour*, we quack our way
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through this historic maritime city by ground and water. The entertaining
Con-DUCK-tors will entertain you with facts about the city while helping
you learn to speak like a native Bostonian.
After your free morning to explore the city and
tour, we reboard our coach bringing our newly
acquired dialects to drive north along the
rugged New England coastline. First stop,
Salem, Massachusetts, home of the Salem
Witch Trials in the 1600’s and The House of
Seven Gables made famous by Nathaniel
Hawthorne’s book of the same name.
From Salem we travel to Rockport, Massachusetts,
a beautiful seaside village. Travelers will have an
opportunity for free time to explore Rockport and
the adjoining Bearskin Neck Cove full of artisans,
rustic little shops with one-of-a-kind items, and
dine in Roy Moore’s Fish Shack, an exceptional
seafood restaurant featuring the local delicacyfresh lobster. You will also have time to explore
lighthouses, expansive beaches and watch the coastal birds and wildlife
while sipping a cappuccino from one of the many coffee shops!
After a full day of sight-seeing, food and fun, we board our motorcoach
and head to our hotel in Portsmouth, New Hampshire to relax for the
evening..
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11

EXPLORE & CELEBRATE IN PORTLAND & ROCKLAND, MAINE*

After we eat breakfast, we enjoy the morning strolling and exploring
downtown Portsmouth’s restaurant and shopping district, a favorite
destination for those seeking to soak up New England charm. In the late
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morning we will board our coach to explore, relax and experience Maine!
Sharing the latitude of Portugal in Europe, Maine offers phenomenal
summer climate and incredible sights for the culmination of our time
together. First stop, Portland, Maine, situated on a peninsula on Casco
Bay. The Old Port waterfront has a colorful yet quintessential New England
atmosphere with its working fishing wharves next to converted warehouses
with trendy shops and restaurants. You may also choose to the Western
Promenade public park for stunning views of the water and mountains.
Next we head to Rockland and Camden, Maine where we will coordinate
opportunities to whale watch, wander to a lighthouse to watch the
schooners, enjoy outdoor attractions, visit museums and/or just soak up
the atmosphere of this relaxed state. This evening, all participants gather
for a meal and disco!
SUNDAY, AUGUST 12

EXPLORE & PERFORM IN CAMDEN, MAINE*
On our final performance day, we
spend our time in the boutique
maritime town of Camden, Maine.
Camden’s beautiful harbor on
Penobscot Bay, is one of the most
picturesque
spots
in
New
England. Music is a special port
of the town’s history as Carlos
Salzedo, the esteemed harp
pedagogue, performer, composer
and innovator, held the Salzedo
Summer Harp Colony, a summer
training program for harpists, here. Generations of
many of the finest harpists in the world trained with
Salzedo and his successor, Alice Chalifoux at the
school. Salzedo’s impact on the world of music, not
just harp, was profound as he also founded the
International Composers’ Guild with Edgar Varese.
We will begin our visit to Camden with a visit to the
top of Mount Battie for a photo opportunity of the
stunning and scenic views. Afterwards, we will have
some time to explore the harbor area before our
concert. This afternoon we will enjoy our final
concert at the 1st Congregational Church of Christ.
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After the concert, we will have a farewell dinner and will pack to journey
home the next day.
MONDAY, AUGUST 13

DEPARTURE FROM BOSTON

After breakfast, check out of the hotel and depart for Boston’s Logan
International Airport (approx. three hours) and your return flight home.
After saying farewell and until next time, all parties will fly to their
respective homes.

* All concert opportunities proposed in this itinerary are pending final
confirmation and availability at time of booking. Your group's final
program will be determined by confirmed times and locations for
concerts, workshops, lectures and other activities.
Although your
ensemble's exact itinerary will vary to accommodate performance
schedules, the same type of concerts, activities and caliber of venue will be
included in your ensemble's final concert tour program.
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