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Three Quarters (76%) of Canadians Very Concerned with Impact of 
Government Debt Over Longer Term for Young People and Deeply Worried 

Over How Deficit and Debt Will Affect their Taxes (74%) 

But Majority (59%) are more focused on surviving today than worrying about size of 
deficit or debt: one in five (21%) say if they don’t continue receiving COVID-19 related 

money they literally could lose the roof over their head as country split on stopping 
CERB altogether

Toronto, July 22, 2020—The results of a survey conducted by Maru/Blue Public Opinion indicate that 
while Canadians believe the federal government had no choice than to rachet up spending and the 
deficit while facing down the impact of the pandemic—and that most are grateful for the decisions that 
followed—three quarters (76%) are very concerned with the impact of the federal debt over the longer 
term for our young people and deeply worried over how the deficit and debt will affect their taxes 
(74%).

But the majority (59%) of Canadians are more focused on surviving today than worrying about the size of 

the deficit or debt—with one in five (21%) saying that if they don’t continue receiving COVID-19 related 

money – like CERB– from the government, they literally could lose the roof over their head.

Even so, the question of what to do next is not clear as the country splits on shutting down CERB: less 

than half (48%) of Canadians believe that we should start to decrease spending by shutting down the 

CERB program regardless of what the impact may be on people.

These are some of the findingsof a Maru/Blue Public Opinion Poll conducted among 1,420 randomly 

selected Canadian adults in both English and French who are members of Maru/Blue‘s Online panel July 

10-13, 2020 and is considered nationally accurate to within +/- 3.5 percentage points using a Bayesian 

Credibility Interval. The results have been weighted by education, age, gender, and region to match the 

population according to the most recent Census data so that the sample is representative of the entire 

adult population of Canada. Discrepancies between the reported totals and data tables are due to 

rounding. Excerpts may be used freely with attribution but subject to correction, including 

interpretation. Detailed information about Maru/Blue can be found at www.marublue.com.

Key Findings:

• Three quarters (76%) are very concerned with the impact of the debt over the longer term for our 

young people. Those most likely be concerned are from Alberta (80%), followed by those from 

Manitoba/Saskatchewan/Atlantic Canada (77%), Québec/Ontario (76%), and British Columbia 

(72%). Women (78%) are more concerned than men (74%) along with those who are oldest (55+ 

81%), those making more than $50,000 per annum (78%) and those who are higher educated 

(college 76%/University + 77%).
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• Three quarters (74%) of Canadians are deeply worried over how the deficit and debt will affect 
their taxes. Those most likely to have this view are from Atlantic Canada (77%), 
Alberta/Manitoba/Saskatchewan (76%), and British Columbia (75%), followed by Québec (73%) 
and Ontario (72%). Women (76%) are more likely to have this feeling than men (72%) along with 
those who are middle-aged (18 – 34 79%) and oldest (55+ 77%) compared to those who are 
younger (18 – 34 67%). Those with the highest amount of income ($100,000 + 77%) compared to 
those who are middle income ($50,000 – $99,000.73 percent), and those in the lowest income 
range (less than $50,000 69%) also feel this way.

• Six in 10 (59%) Canadians indicate that they are more focused on surviving today than 
worrying about the size of the deficit or debt. Those most likely to feel this way hail from 
Atlantic Canada (63%), followed by those from Ontario (61%) and British Columbia (60%), Alberta 
(59%), and equally in Québec (56%) and Manitoba/Saskatchewan (56%). Women (62%) and 
those youngest (18 – 34 63%) and middle aged (35 – 54 61%), those earning under $50,000 per 
annum (66%) and between $50,000 – $99,000 (59%), and those lowest educated (61%) and 
college/tech school educated (60%), share this perspective.

• One in five (21%) Canadians indicate that if they don’t continue receiving COVID-19 related 
money – like CERB– from the government, they literally could lose the roof over their head.
This is most likely to be felt by those residing in British Columbia (27%), followed by those in 
Ontario (22%), Alberta (19%) and Atlantic Canada (19%), and equally in Manitoba/Saskatchewan 
(18%) and Québec (18%). Men (21%) and women (21%) feel the same way, with the greatest 
impact on those who are youngest (18 – 34 28%) and middle aged (24%) compared to those who 
are oldest (55+ 13%), and those who are earning under $50,000 per annum (25%).

• Country split on shutting down CERB: Less than half (48%) of Canadians believe that we should 
start to decrease this spending by shutting down the CERB program regardless of what the 
impact may be on people. Those most likely to believe that it’s time to begin shutting down the 
CERB are most likely to come from Québec (57%), followed by those in Alberta (52%), British 
Columbia (51%), Atlantic Canada (45%), Ontario (42%), and Manitoba/Saskatchewan (39%). In 
the alternate, the other half of the country (52%) oppose shutting down the CERB program with 
the largest amount of opposition from Manitoba/Saskatchewan (61%), followed by those from 
Ontario (58%), Atlantic Canada (55%), British Columbia (49%), Alberta (48%), and Québec (43%). 
There is no significant sociodemographic/economic difference of view from the majority in either 
camp.

• Seven in 10 (70%) of Canadians believe that the country had no other option: this was the right 
way to respond to a pandemic even if there is a price to pay for it. This is most likely to you 
from those in British Columbia (75%), followed by those from Ontario/Atlantic Canada (71%), 
Québec (70%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (63%), and Alberta (61%). Women (74%) are more likely 
than men (65%) to have this point of view along with those who are oldest (55+ 72%) and highest 
educated (University +75%).
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• Two thirds (66%) of Canadians are personally grateful for how the federal government responded.

This is most likely to be offered by Canadians from Atlantic Canada (72%), followed by those from 

Ontario (69%), British Columbia (68%), Québec (66%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (63%), and Alberta 

(50%). Women (71%) hold this view more than men(60%), along with younger Canadians (aged 18 –

34 69%), those in the lowest income bracket (less than $50,000 per annum 71%) and those who are 

highest educated (University + 71%).

• Two thirds (63%) believe that despite the size of the deficit and debt, the federal Liberal 

government made the right decision to spend the money the way they have. Those most likely to 

have this perspective where from Ontario (68%), followed by those from British Columbia (66%), 

Atlantic Canada (63%), Québec (61%), Manitoba/Saskatchewan (58%), and Alberta (52%). Those 

most likely to feel this way are women (68%), those aged 18 – 34 (65%), lowest income earners 

(under $50,000 per annum 66%), and highest educated (University + 70%).
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For more information contact:

John Wright

Executive Vice President

Maru/Blue Public Opinion North America

Direct Toronto +1.416.700.4218

John.wright@Marublue.com
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About Maru/Blue

www.marublue.com/public-opinion is a research channel for one of North 
America’s leading premium quality data services firms.  www.marublue.com

provides reliable global data for private, public, and not-for-profit sector clients. It 
is part of the www.marugroup.net that operates from ten centres within four 

continents. We are trusted advisors, and in a world of suspect information, we are 
obsessed with quality so we can deliver reliable, reproducible results. The world is 

changing, and the imperative must be to #KnowEverything

Detailed Findings

Question

Recently, federal Finance Minister Bill Morneau provided an economic update that included details about 
the federal government deficit and its overall debt. Since the outbreak of Covid 19 the government of 

Canada has spent taxpayer’s money on direct support to Canadian individuals and businesses and has 

deferred tax and customs duty payments. Because of this, and other related spending, the projected 

deficit so far for the 2020-21 fiscal year is $343 billion dollars. Because of this, the overall total Federal 
debt load could hit $1.2 trillion in 2020-21.

Based on what you have seen, read, heard, and personally experienced, please indicate if you agree or 

disagree with the following statements:
[Grid Down]

[Randomize]

• [Insert Statement]

[Grid Across]
[Choose One]

Agree very much

Agree somewhat
Disagree somewhat

Disagree very much

http://www.marublue.com/public-opinion
http://www.marublue.com/
http://www.marugroup.net/
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• I'm more focused on surviving today than worrying about the size of the deficit or 

debt

• Despite the size of the deficit and debt, the federal Liberal government made 

the right decision to spend the money the way they have
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• If I don't continue receiving COVID-related money--like CERB--from the 

government I literally could lose the roof over my head

• I am deeply worried over how the deficit and debt will affect my taxes
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• I'm very concerned with the impact of the debt over the longer term for our 

young people

• We had no other option: this was the right way to respond to a pandemic 

even if there is a price to pay for it
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• I'm personally grateful for how the federal government responded

• We should start to decrease this spending by shutting down the CERB program regardless of what 

the impact may be on people


