
 
 

 
Sidwell Friends School Responsible Use Policy  

Let your life speak – in person and online 
 
The members of the Sidwell Friends School Community strive to attain the Quaker ideal of seeing “that of God in 
everyone.”  The School’s Honor Code states: 

Personal integrity and academic honesty are fundamental principles that must be upheld by all 
members of the Sidwell Friends School community in order to create an atmosphere in which trust, 
scholarship and friendship may flourish. These principles are in accord with Quaker notions of 
common decency and respect for the rights and feelings of others. 
 

In the world of technology, these ideals still apply whether you are on campus or off, whether you are using a 
School device or a personal device.  The School expects that your behavior in the electronic world will reflect the 
same standards of honesty, respect, and consideration that you use face-to-face with others.  Specifically, we 
expect all members of the community to act with the understanding that: 
 

 Words can hurt or heal, whether in person or online. Therefore, you should be cautious and respectful in 
all online communication.  Technological transactions are persistent and replicable and can be forwarded, 
copied, or traced.  A piece of gossip, an insult, or an unflattering video will last forever on the internet.  
 

 Lying, cheating, and stealing are wrong no matter how they are done.  

 Plagiarism, whether from print or electronic sources, is cheating. 

 Some activities on the internet are illegal. They include, but are not limited to: making threats, 
harassing others, committing fraud, stealing, vandalizing, and violating copyright or trademark 
rights of others (including improper copying of licensed software). 

 Some activities do not belong in a School setting, including: viewing, downloading or transmitting 
pornography or materials containing obscenities.  
 

 You share in the responsibility of keeping the School’s Network functional and secure. Therefore, 

 Make backup copies of important files onto removable storage.  

 Do not attempt to access another person’s account (including e-mail) or private files or 
misrepresent oneself as another person in electronic communications. 

 Do not participate in unapproved chat rooms or instant messaging while on campus. 

 Never send inappropriate unsolicited mass email messages such as chain letters, jokes, or spam. 

 Do not attempt to breach system security or disrupt the normal operation of the Network. If you 
know of someone who is attempting to compromise Network security, immediately report it to 
the IT staff or a member of the Information Services Department. 

 Be judicious about which software you install and aware of the overall effects of the software on 
the functionality of the Network and your computer. Do not install pirated or inappropriate 
software. 

 Do not play unapproved computer games or access inappropriate websites while on campus. 

 Report violations of this policy to a member of the Information Services Department. 
 



 The primary purpose of the Sidwell Friends School’s Network is to support students and teachers in the 
process of teaching and learning. Any violation of the principles and policies in this document may result 
in disciplinary actions (including suspension or expulsion) and possible legal action. 
 

 The School’s Network, which provides a wide range of computing resources, including software, 
hardware, email and Internet access, is the property of the Sidwell Friends School.   Privacy and security 
of files and electronic communication are not guaranteed and should not be assumed.  The Network 
Administrator, the School’s Administration, and designated staff reserve the right to access a user’s 
mailbox and files stored on or processed through the SFS Network in order to help maintain the system’s 
functionality, for compliance with legal requirements and as otherwise required for the well-being of the 
School. 

 
Student: 
 
I have read, understand, and agree to abide by the principles and policies in the Sidwell Friends School Responsible 
Use Policy.  I understand that any violation of these principles and policies may subject me to disciplinary actions 
(including suspension or expulsion) and possible legal action. 
 
Student name (print): ____________________________________________  Grade: ___________ 
 
Student signature: _______________________________________________                Date: ____________ 
 
Parent: 
 
I have read, understand, and agree to abide by the principles and policies in the Sidwell Friends School Responsible 
Use Policy.  I understand that as a parent, it is my responsibility to oversee my child’s computer use while not on 
the Sidwell Friends campus. I understand that any violation of these principles and policies may subject my child to 
disciplinary actions (including suspension or expulsion) and possible legal action. 
 
Parent name (print):____________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________    Date: ____________ 
 
 
Parent name (print):____________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________    Date: ____________ 

 
 


