
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 5, 2019 

 

General Manager Paul J. Wiedefeld 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 

600 5th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

 

Dear General Manager Paul J. Wiedefeld: 

 

As you are aware, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) initiated the 

disposition of a plot of land at the corner of 11th Street and Park Street Northwest (11th and Park 

Property). WMATA contracted Joseph J. Blake and Associates, Inc. to appraise the 11th and Park 

Property. On May 2, 2018, Blake and Associates issued appraisal of the 11th and Park Property 

and found that that the 'as is' market value of the property was $2,150,000. 

 

On numerous occasions, both before and after the appraisal, the District of Columbia government 

expressed its wish to purchase the property. Although the initial offer was for $1,500,000, the 

District of Columbia subsequently approved and made an offer equal to the appraised fair market 

value as determined by Blake and Associates. It is my current understanding that despite the 

District’s offer of the appraised fair market value, NAI Global, as acting agent for WMATA, has 

solicited all offerors to make their best and final offers. 

 

In consultation with the Counsel’s Office of General Counsel, I was able to locate the “Washington 

Metropolitan Authorities Area Transit Authority Joint Development Policies and Guidelines” 

(2013). Section 10.1 states (emphasis added): 

 

When WMATA offers a property for sale, and one of its Local Jurisdictions or Signatories 

wishes to purchase the property, WMATA will sell it to the jurisdiction provided: 1) 

WMATA receives a price equal to at least the appraised market value; 2) the jurisdiction 

agrees to the station upgrades, changes, and/or reservations contained in the offer, with the 

costs of those station facilities to be deducted from the purchase price; and 3) the 

jurisdiction agrees that if the value of the property is increased due to approval of a higher 

density allowance or other similar zoning action, or if the property is intended to be sold 

by the jurisdiction at a sale price in excess of the price paid to WMATA, then WMATA 

will shall receive a distribution of one hundred percent (100%) of the additional value so 

created or obtained unless WMATA and the jurisdiction have negotiated a different 



arrangement in advance, and that has been approved by the Board. If required, the 

transaction will be subject to FTA approval. 

 

As stated above, the District of Columbia has offered to purchase the property at “a price equal to 

at least the appraised market value.” Additionally, the District of Columbia has agreed to all of the 

“reservations contained in the offer,” including inter alia, the segregation of all grates and other 

WMATA fixtures from the usable dog park space. WMATA’s policies and guidelines are very 

clear that they “will sell it to the jurisdiction” if these requirements are met, which they are. For 

this reason, I request WMATA to discontinue the current disposition process and enter into a 

unilateral negotiation with the District of Columbia in good faith. 

 

My staff and I are ready and willing to discuss this issue and possible alternative solutions. Please 

do reach out before the best and final offers are received and considered. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Brianne K. Nadeau 

Councilmember, Ward 1  
 
Cc:  Jack Evans, Ward 2 Councilmember and Chair of the WMATA Board of Directors 

 Nina Albert, Office of Real Estate and Station Planning 

Mayor Muriel Bowser 

Brian Kenner, Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development 

 


