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You’re in Good Company with Co-ops 

A fair question people often ask 
is, “What’s in it for me?” This makes 
sense, as we all need to act in our own 
self-interest every now and then. The 
cool thing about co-ops is that we 
answer the question, “What’s in it for 
me?” with, “This is what’s in it for 
we.” 

When the market refuses to offer 
a good or service, or does so at such 
a high price, co-ops step in to fill the 
void. Cooperatives identify members 
of the community who have the same 
self-interests and bring them together 
to make a cooperative decision. 

More than 70 years ago, when 
Canadian Valley Electric Co-op got 
started, the folks in our community 
shared at least one self-interest––they 
wanted electricity. In fact, many 
Americans who lived in rural parts of 
the country needed electricity, which 
is why electric cooperatives were 
formed. Individuals acted in their own 
self-interest, but that self-interest led 
to the community and economic de-
velopment of the rural areas in which 
they lived. 1103401517 Today, rural 
electric co-ops serve over 42 million 
people in 47 states.

It is good to know that your 
friends and neighbor are also your 
co-owners of CVEC. People coming 
together to meet a particular need is 
at the heart of every kind of co-op. 
Local credit unions bring financial 
services to people that banks do not 
want to serve. In urban areas and 
college communities, housing co-
ops offer people a safe, reliable and 
affordable place to live. Many agri-
cultural co-ops started as a way to get 

their products to market, whether it 
was oranges (Sunkist), dairy (Land 
O’Lakes), grapes (Welch’s), organic 
milk (Organic Valley) or any of the 
hundreds of other food products that 
co-ops bring to our table every day.

Many people who owned small 
businesses realized they too had a 
common self-interest: Stay in busi-
ness. So they formed purchasing 
co-ops like Ace Hardware and True 
Value so they could compete with 
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big-box stores like Home Depot and 
Lowe’s. 

Today, it is estimated that more 
than 40 percent of all residents in 
the U.S. are members of at least one 
co-op. Worldwide, well over a billion 
people are counted as co-op members.  

So every time you turn on (or off) 
the lights, it can serve as a reminder 
that as a co-op member, you are in 
good company with your local neigh-
bors––and with people all around the 
world. 

Light fixtures and lamps have evolved into more than a practical part of 
every room into what some designers call “the jewelry of the home.”

Tabletop lamps, wall-hung sconces and ceiling-mounted or recessed light-
ing are becoming as much a part of a home’s decor as its furniture.

Here are four trends that might spark some ideas as you replace light fix-
tures in your home:

1.Vintage. They’re not old, but they look old. Some lamps and fixtures are 
charming, like the ones you remember from your grandmother’s home, while 
others are inspired by the design of a more industrial error, featuring stark met-
als and a masculine look.

2. Bedazzled. Sparkly and elegant, chandeliers aren’t just for the dining 
room anymore. Homeowners are putting them in kitchens, foyers and bath-
rooms, too, to add a touch of elegance.

3. Pendants. Hung over a kitchen counter or a dining table, pendant light-
ing—one or two lights hung on long wires from the ceiling—are taking the 
place of chandeliers in some homes.

4. Metallics. As stainless steel kitchen appliances continue to prove their 
staying power, silver, gold, brass and copper are trending in lighting. Fixtures 
with all-metal covers or glass globes adorned with metal accents are among the 
most popular.

5. Energy efficient. LED fixtures, once hard to find and perfunctory, now 
come in high-style models. Consider changing your old fixtures—the ones 
that require you to change the light bulb every so often—for one with built-in 
LEDs. You’ll save energy and time.

Light Fixtures: 
‘Jewelry of the Home’



New Services Staked in November
   During the month of November, 23 new services were 
staked. The total new services staked in 2017 is 350. 
This compares to 377 for the same period in 2016. 
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Serving Hughes, Lincoln, McIntosh, Okfuskee, Pottawatomie, 
Seminole & portions of Oklahoma, Cleveland & Creek counties

Cycle 1
Cycle 2
Cycle 3

26th-31st
6th-11th
16th-21st

5th
15th
25th

1-1/2% penalty 
applied 20 days 
after billing date

Read Billing date

Operating Revenues
Wholesale Cost of Power
Percentage WPC is of Revenue
Consumers per Mile of Line
Revenue per Mile of Line
KW Peak Demand - This month
Billing kW demand
KW Peak Demand - YTD
KWh Purchased - This month
Taxes Paid
Interest on Long Term Debt
System Load Factor
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Seminole
Shawnee
Eufaula
Prague
Toll-free

Telephone Numbers

In Case of Trouble
1. Check for blown fuse or tripped circuit breakers.
2. Check with your neighbors. Ask if their electricity is 

off and if they have reported it.
3. If not, call the office or download the Smarthub app 

to report the trouble.

2016              2017 
$4,141,332 
$3,174,297 

76.65
4.68

$788.68
115,112
103,288
154,489

50,752,930
$94,713

$177,529
59.1

$4,307,953 
$3,113,733 

72.28
4.73

$820.41
123,471
102,701
161,211

54,385,127
$92,720

$198,720
53.5
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Main Office and Headquarters
Interstate 40 at the Prague/Seminole Exit

Area Office
35 W. JC Watts Street, Eufaula

Office Hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday

District 6
District 2
District 5
District 1
District 3
District 4
District 7
District 8
Attorney

(405) 382-3680
(405) 273-4680
(918) 689-3232
(405) 567-3206
(877) 382-3680

Operation 
Round-Up

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

CVEC Foundation administers and disburses funds collected through 
CVEC's Operation Round-Up Program.

BEGINNING BALANCE 10/31/17 
Deposits 
Interest Income  
Checks Issued 
Approved, not yet paid 
BALANCE 11/30/17

$242,488.45
8,389.32

19.84
-6,444.82
-5,672.18

$238,780.61

If you leave your heat at the same temperature all day and 
night, you’re missing out on some serious energy savings.

There’s no need to keep your home toasty warm while 
nobody’s in it—like during the day if everyone leaves for work 
and school. And you’re wrapped up tight in a comfy blanket 
overnight, so it stands to reason that you’ll be perfectly com-
fortable sleeping in a home that’s a bit cooler than it is before 
bedtime.

Your best bet: Invest in a programmable thermostat that will 
automatically turn the heat down when you leave for work; up 
when you’re due to get home; down again right after you go to 
bed; and up again a half-hour before your alarm wakes you up 
in the morning.

The U.S. Department of Energy estimates that you can save 
up to 10 percent a year on heating and cooling if you turn your 
thermostat back seven to 10 degrees for eight hours a day

Did You Turn the Heat Down?
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ON OFFAUTO SHUT OFF

ON OFF

Space heaters are a great way to warm 
specific rooms in your home without 
having to crank up the thermostat, but 
using space heaters doesn’t come 
without risk! Use the tips below to 
keep your home safe.

Space Heater 
Safety Tips

DON’T: Use an 
extension cord 
to plug in your 
space heater. It 
can cause the 
heater to over-
heat, and can 
be a tripping 
hazard.

DON’T: Place 
your space heater 
near curtains, 
clothing, furniture 
or bedding.  

DON’T: Try to 
repair a broken 
space heater 
yourself.

DO: Keep your space 
heater at a safe 
distance (at least 3 
feet) from kids, pets 
and flammable items.

DO: Always follow the 
directions and take a 
broken space heater to 
a qualified appliance 
service center. 

DON’T: Put your space heater in your 
bathroom. The moisture can damage the 
unit, which could cause it to malfunction.

DO: Plug your 
space heater 
directly into 
the wall outlet.

DO: Keep your space 
heater in low-moisture 
rooms.

DO: Buy a 
unit with an 

automatic 
shuto� in 

case the unit 
tips over, or 

you forget to 
shut it o�.

DON’T: Leave your space 
heater unattended. 
Always unplug it before you 
leave the house or go to bed.

1. Flickering lights. If an electri-
cal circuit in your house is overloaded, 
it could cause the lights to dim or 
flicker. This usually happens when you 
have too many energy-intensive ap-
pliances or fixtures wired to the same 
circuit. For example, your lights might 
flicker when your washing machine is 
running—if the two are on the same 
circuit. The solution: Ask a licensed 
electrician to move the lights to a dif-
ferent circuit or install a dedicated line 
for the washing machine.

2. Bad smells. It’s not unusual for 
a new appliance to smell a little bit bad 
the first time or two you use it. But if 
outlets, your breaker box or other appli-
ances emit a foul odor, that could signal 
a problem with the wiring. Unplug 
anything that doesn’t smell right, and 
call an electrician.

5 Warning Signs that Signal an Electrical Malfunction
3. Sparks. An appliance that sends 

off a spark could be damaged. Sparks 
from a breaker panel or fuse box could 
signal something more serious. Get a 
qualified electrician to your house as 
soon as possible.

4. Tripped breakers. More than 
the occasional tripped breaker isn’t 
normal, and it’s probably not safe. 
Circuit breakers that trip signal you that 
you’ve got a circuit overloaded. If the 
same appliances—like a hair dryer or a 

vacuum cleaner—trips the circuit every 
time, chances are that the appliance is 
the culprit. But if the same outlet trips 
the circuit no matter what you plug into 
it, it’s likely an overload. This is a job 
for a professional.

5. A buzz. Electric appliances 
should not buzz. They shouldn’t make 
any sounds. When they do, you might 
have a problem with an outlet or some 
wiring. An electrician can solve the 
problem.

You had your heating system ser-
viced and added extra blankets to all 
of the beds in your home. But you’re 
still chilly indoors during this coldest 
month of the year.

Try this:
1. Check your windows. Even en-

ergy-efficient, double-pane windows 
won’t keep the cold out if they’re not 
completely closed. Latch them, too; 
if it’s not easy to do that, chances are, 
the window isn’t closed all the way.

2. Close your fireplace flue and 
install an electric insert. The fire in 
your fireplace doesn’t help heat your 
home. In fact, because you have to 
open the flue to let the smoke out, 
you’re inviting a lot of cold, outdoor 
air into your living room.

3. Adjust your ceiling fan. The 
blades are supposed to push heat 
down into the room in the winter. On 
most fan models, that means they 
should spin clockwise. 

Ways to Stay 
Warmer this Winter3
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Electralite Classified Ads
Each CVEC member family is limited to ONE free classified ad per 
month. Length of the ad cannot exceed space provided below. Ads run 
only one time and must be resubmitted to appear in the next edition. 
Return the completed form to P. O. Box 751, Seminole, OK 74818. 
Forms may also be dropped off at either office location, or email 
your ad to editor@canadianvalley.org. Ads must be received by 
the 5th of each month; if received after the deadline they will be 
printed in the next issue.

All information below must be completed.
Name

Address

Account #

Phone #

AUTOMOBILES & BIKES

Classic old cars from yester-
year, over 600 to choose from, 
Country Auto, 405-250-8312.

2001 Suburban, $4,995, 405-
606-9113.

FARM & RANCH

Kiker wheel and bracket for V 
rake, $100, 405-452-3094.

Tandem pasture disk, 11.5', 
tires, disks, and hydraulics 
good, $1,300, 405-454-0510.

9-mo.-0ld black pure-bred Limo 
bull, produce small calving 
babies, beautiful, $1,200, 405-
201-8898.

Large drag-type disc, $100; 
Forney 180 AMP stick welder, 
$75; 4 KW belt-driven A/C 
alternator by Sears, $50, 405-
659-5047.

HOME & LAND

3/4-acre lots north of Shawnee 
for custom homes, North Rock 
Schools, paved roads, no HOA 
fees, rural water, Hazel Del 
Road and Kickapoo, 405-590-
6776. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Christmas pine trees, all sizes, 
brand new in the box, Gold's 
Gym weight bench, 405-878-
6697, 287-4742.

Fifty-seven Frankhoma dinner 
plates, three designs, $5 each 
OBO, 405-964-3449.

FREE - 30-gallon fish tank with 
stand and accessories, 405-
454-3157.

100-gallon propane tank, 
$750; 305 Chevy engine and 
transmission, $350; 2-man bass 
boat, $200, 405-598-5680.

Hatler Sawmill & Construc-
tion LLC, rough cut lumber, 
firewood, custom projects, bring 
your log and we will mill it, 405-
397-6618.

Whirlpool washer and dryer, 
$200; refrigerator, $100; electric 
cook range, $100; 20 lb. of AC, 
from $200, 275-3419.

Long-bed pickup live stock rack, 
7'6" x 5'6", $95; three metal 
case desk style magneto crank 
phones, $25 each, 405-273-
7825.

Cedar tree clearing, $85; hay 
hauling, $4; brush mowing, 
$40; driveway leveling, general 
tractor or skid steer work, 405-
642-9356.

1889 Marlin rifle 44-40, all 
original, still shoots, $2,000 firm, 
405-695-8229.

16' trash trailer, expan metal 
cage, $1,250; mow trailer, 2 
ramps, $575; new and used 
tires, 60-gal. compressor, $595, 
405-606-9113.

Find Your Account Number 
and Win $25

Quick Tips to Avoid 
High Winter Bills10
Looking to lower your bills this winter? 
Use the 10 tips below to conserve energy. 

Seal air leaks and insulate well to prevent heat from 
escaping and cold air from entering your home. 

Reduce waste heat by installing a programmable 
thermostat. 

Turn o� lights when not in use. 

Lower your water heater temperature. The Dept. of Energy 
recommends using the warm setting (120 degrees) during 
fall and winter months.  

Unplug electronics like kitchen appliances and TVs when 
you’re away. 

Open blinds and curtains during the day to allow sunlight 
in to warm your home.

Close blinds and curtains at night to keep cold, drafty air out.

Use power strips for multiple appliances, and turn 
o� the main switch when you’re away from home. 

Wash clothes in cold water, and use cold-water detergent 
whenever possible.

Replace incandescent light bulbs with LEDs, which 
use at least 75 percent less energy. 

Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy
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If you find your account number hidden in 
this issue of The Electralite, you could win 
$25.

In order to win, the account number must be 
your own.

You need to report finding the number to us 
by the 15th of the month.

And you need to report finding it by phone, 
mail or in person.


