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WE'VE BEEN OPEN A WHOLE YEAR!

It has been an incredibly exciting year at

the Developing Minds Lab! Since

opening in the Summer of 2018, we have

conducted research all over the New

York City area. We have loved interacting

with the families who have participated

in our research, and we look forward to

another productive year ahead! 

 

Keep reading to hear about what we

have been up to lately.

THANK YOU to all of
the schools, parents,

and children who
participated in our
research this year.

Without people like
you, science couldn't

happen!



SEE WHAT WE'VE BEEN UP TO

Dr. Chalik presented lab research at two
conferences: the Society for Research in Child
Development (Baltimore, MD) and the Society

for Philosophy and Psychology (San Diego, CA).

We’re wrapping up our study investigating how
adults evaluate mean behaviors that occur in
group contexts. We found that when people 

are deciding how bad a mean behavior is (e.g., a child stealing from
another child), they spend more time thinking about their answers

if the mean behavior happened between members of different
groups, rather than if it had happened among members of the same

group. This finding suggests that it might feel more natural for
people to judge within-group mean behaviors as bad, compared to
making that same judgment for between-group mean behaviors.

The Developing Minds MOBILE Lab
conducted research all summer long in

Central Park!

Congratulations to former lab members Sarah, Estee,
and Eliana on their graduation from Stern College!

We now conduct research at New Jersey's
Liberty Science Center! Come check out
our table every Sunday from 10:30-3:30.



OUR ONGOING STUDIES
Our research investigates how children navigate the social world. We ask

questions like: How do children identify the social groups around them? What
assumptions do children make about people on the basis of social groups?
More specifically, here are some of the studies we are currently running...

This study looks at how children predict and evaluate behaviors

across social groups. Specifically, we want to know whether

children's predictions of harmful behaviors between ingroups

and outgroups in made-up settings relate to their evaluations of

similar behaviors that they see in the real world. 

This study investigates how children seek out and learn from

information about social groups. Specifically, we want to know

whether children prefer biased information over reliable information

about social groups, and if they change their opinions of ingroup

and outgroup members in response to that information.

Information Seeking:

Harm in the real world:

 

This study tests whether providing children with alternative

explanations for positive and negative behaviors between ingroups

and outgroups causes them to reconsider their previous notions

about the causes of intergroup social behaviors.

Alternate Explanations:

This study explores the ways in which

different sorts of cultural input influence

children’s developing concepts of God. In

particular, we are looking how religious and

non-religious children think about God

along four different dimensions: having

human-like properties, being able to cause

supernatural events, having mental states,

and being responsive to human prayer.

Concepts of God: Online Research:

Did you know that we also conduct

research with children online? On

Lookit (lookit.mit.edu), families can

log in and participate in studies on

their home computer. In our

current online study, we are testing

the predictions that children make

of different sorts of social behaviors

in intergroup contexts.



MEET OUR TEAM

Principal Investigator: Lisa Chalik, PhD

Lisa Chalik is the director of the Developing

Minds Lab and an Assistant Professor of

Psychology at Stern College. Her research

investigates on how young children make sense

of the social world.

You can contact her at lisa.chalik@yu.edu.

CURRENT RESEARCH ASSISTANTS:

The Developing Minds Lab is a part of Yeshiva University's Stern

College for Women.

Visit us at http://www.developingmindslab.com.
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